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Follow me on Twitter for updates:  
@Clare4soilnH20 

I touched down in Washington, 
DC, on the evening of 
Wednesday, February 22, to 
elevate SWCS among national 
circles by

• taking the voices of  
conservation professionals 
to the desks of leaders and 
finding collaborations to  
advance issues members care about;

• translating SWCS priorities and member 
needs and ideas into advocacy and policy;

• forming connections with the chapters, 
members, and partners in the region and 
engaging new and diverse audiences in 
SWCS and conservation; and

• continuing to oversee SWCS and our staff.

Meetings Held
• Spent office time at Conservation Strategic 

Solutions and Meridian Institute. 

• Attended National Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition (NSAC) member organization 
meeting receptions: Sally Worley, Executive 
Director, Practical Farmers of Iowa; Sarah 
Hackney, Coalition Director, NSAC; Scott 
Marlow, Deputy Administrator for Farm 
Programs, Farm Service Agency; Mike 
Lavender, Senior Washington Rep for 
Food and Environment Programs, Union 
of Concerned Scientists; Duane Hovorka, 
Agriculture Program Director, Izaak Walton 
League of America; and Eowyn Corral, 
Dakota Rural Action.

• Held Edge of Field Road Map reunion 
with Meridian Institute and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC).

Left to right: Valerie Leung, Aparna Sridhar, and Shamitha 
Keerthi, The Nature Conservancy; Heather Lair, Meridian 
Institute; Clare Lindahl, SWCS; and Madelyn Smith,  
Meridian Institute.

https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20
https://sustainableagriculture.net/
https://sustainableagriculture.net/
https://practicalfarmers.org/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://www.iwla.org/
https://www.iwla.org/
https://www.dakotarural.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/newsroom/collaboration-edge-of-field-practices/
https://merid.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
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• Met with Alyssa Charney, USDA Natural 
Resource Conservation Service Chief of Staff.

• Supported the Anacostia Watershed 
Society’s clean-up efforts with the National 
Capital Chapter of the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society (NCC-SWCS) in the 
community of Edmonston, Maryland, for an 
Earth Day Volunteer and Networking Event.

• Met with National Association of 
Conservation Districts (NACD) President 
Michael Crowder and CEO Jeremy Peters.

• Hosted (and met in person for the first 
time) Renee Bouldin, SWCS Chapter and 
Community Builder! Renee and I participated 
in the following activities: 

• Attended US Water Alliance Happy Hour.

• Participated in the 2022 National Water 
Policy Fly-In.

• Attended event with Jeremy Peters, 
NACD, and the City of Memphis Tourism. 

• Hosted an SWCS evening conservation 
networking event with the NCC-
SWCS. Representatives from NRCS, 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
National Association of State Foresters, 
American Farmland Trust (AFT), Walton 
Family Foundation (WFF), Michael Torry 
Associates, and Finsbury Glover Hering 
were in attendance.

• Attended NCC-SWCS board meeting call.

• Hosted Joe Otto, SWCS Special Projects and 
Partnerships Director/Historian.

• Spoke with Paul Babbitt, Staff Director of the 
House Agriculture Committee’s Conservation 
and Forestry Subcommittee, regarding 
conservation technical assistance capacity.

• Presented results from Conservation 
Practitioner Poll during AFT Barn-Raising 
Seminar and Workshopping Series followed 
by dialogue on how “boots on the ground” 
insights can be utilized to improve the 
nation’s conservation delivery system. There 
were 32 AFT staff in attendance.

• Joined WFF staff, and other conservation 
leaders and appointees, at the Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Awards Ceremony. 

• Met with Laura Wood Peterson, Laura Wood 
Peterson Consulting. 

• Had dinner with Ellen Gilinsky, SWCS  
Board Member. 

Time with My Own Flock
One of the greatest things about being in 
Washington, DC, has been working with so many 
conservation leader peers. It’s encouraging 
and inspiring, and it has afforded me the 
opportunity to be more in the know than ever 
before. Instead of meeting over a cup of coffee, 
NACD CEO Jeremy Peters and I met over a pair 
of binoculars among the natural resources we 
are working so hard to protect and improve.   

Left to Right: Michelle 
Perez, American 
Farmland Trust; Clare 
Lindahl, SWCS; Katie 
Cerretani, USDA NRCS. 

Group pic 
after the 
clean-up!

Chapter and Community Builder Renee Bouldin and CEO 
Clare Lindahl with attendees at an NCC-SWCS  
networking event.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
https://www.anacostiaws.org/
https://www.anacostiaws.org/
https://www.nacdnet.org/
https://www.nacdnet.org/
http://uswateralliance.org/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.stateforesters.org/
https://farmland.org/
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
https://torreydc.com/team/michael-torrey/
https://torreydc.com/team/michael-torrey/
https://fgh.com/
https://www.swcs.org/static/media/cms/Conservation_Practitioner_Poll_2021_58F72FBA81040.pdf
https://www.swcs.org/static/media/cms/Conservation_Practitioner_Poll_2021_58F72FBA81040.pdf
https://lwpconsulting.com/
https://lwpconsulting.com/
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community and all those who are in it. In 1946, 
Ralph H. Musser, the first president of SWCS, 
said, “At the core of this great endeavor to hold 
onto the world’s productive soil and water, will 
be the professional soil conservationist.” Today, 
however, the “professional soil conservationist” 
has become an interdisciplinary team of 
professional conservationists, including those in 
the water sector.

By attending, presenting, and recruiting 
delegation members at One Water Summits; 
holding our own regional One Water Summit; 
and participating in “Imagine A Day Without 
Water,” One Water pushed me out of my comfort 
zone. It gave me a greater understanding of the 
issues around water equity and led me to attend 
professional forums within the water sector that 
I do not often frequent. 

With that in mind, Renee Bouldin, SWCS Chapter 
and Community Builder, and I participated in the 
2022 National Water Policy Fly-In the week of 
April 25. We networked and learned alongside 
water professionals who work day in and day out 
to ensure everyone in the nation has access to 
safe drinking water. 

Despite shared stakeholders and opportunities 
for partnership and alignment among public and 
private municipal water agencies and the groups 
that serve them—like watershed protection, 
source water protection, and water availability 
protection to name a few—Renee and I found 
ourselves to be the only ones representing soil 
and water conservation. However, we were 
certain to represent it well, sharing with as many 
people as we could, and it was very well received! 

During our meeting, we 
spotted the following 
bird species: Canada 
goose, mallard, ring-
billed gull, double-
crested cormorant, 
great blue heron, downy 
woodpecker, blue jay, 
American crow, barn 
swallow, European 
starling, northern 
mockingbird, American 
robin, house finch, 
white-throated sparrow, 
eastern towhee, red-

winged blackbird, common grackle, palm 
warbler, yellow-rumped warbler, and  
northern cardinal.

One Water, Many Opportunities
When I first heard of US Water Alliance’s One 
Water approach, I dove in head first. Sorry, I 
couldn’t resist the water pun! 

For me, One Water emphasized what is at 
the core of SWCS as a community of leaders 
representing nearly every academic discipline 
and many different public, private, and nonprofit 
institutions around the world: we’re all in this 
together. We all have an impact, and it will 
take all of us, working together, to solve our 
shared natural resource challenges to achieve a 
sustainable future.

SWCS believed from the very start in the 
importance of the professional conservation 

“The One Water approach views all 
water—drinking water, wastewater, 

stormwater, grey water, and 
more—as resources that must 

be managed holistically and 
sustainably. Doing so builds strong 
economies, vibrant communities, 

and healthy environments.”

· US Water Alliance ·

“ ”

Jeremy Peters, CEO,  
National Association of 
Conservation Districts  
birding with Clare Lindahl.

Left to Right: Renee Bouldin; Radhika Fox, Assistant  
Administrator, Office of Water; Clare Lindahl.

http://uswateralliance.org/one-water
http://uswateralliance.org/one-water
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had an opportunity to view demonstrations of 
technologies, like hydraulic probes used for soil 
organic carbon stock measurement, camera 
systems that map cover crop performance on 
farms, and a portable x-ray fluorescence heavy 
metal assessment tool. We learned how NRCS 
is incorporating that technology into the agency 
and out in the field as well. 

This meeting helped us better understand 
opportunities for technology integration 
within USDA NRCS, which are concepts we 
will incorporate into work we are doing in 
partnership with the agency to utilize technology 
to scale conservation for climate change and 
broader inclusion. 

During Joe’s visit we also

• visited the National 
Ag Library with 
Shelby Callaway;

• hosted a 
conservation 
networking event 
with the NCC-SWCS 
that was attended 
by SWCS Chair Dale 
Threatt-Taylor and 
representatives from 
NRCS, EPA, TNC, 
NACD, Source Water 
Collaborative, and National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation; and 

• toured the USDA office with Shelby Callaway.

In the spirit of One Water, I suggest we all make 
greater efforts to attend events with partners 
who are not “the norm” and invite those partners 
to your tables as well. I believe it is from these 
different and sometimes “unlikely” partnerships 
we can expand our collective work, meet shared 
goals for clean water, and increase water equity 
and access now and for future generations. 

I have an idea! Let’s put together a Soil and 
Water Conservation Delegation for the 2022 
One Water Summit being held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, on September 13–15, 2022!

Delegations are peer groups that jointly attend 
One Water Summit and share a common 
geography, subject matter interest, field of 
practice, and/or policy goals. Delegations 
receive extra perks at the Summit, including 
a discounted registration and additional 
engagement opportunities. 

Interested in being in the Soil and Water 
Conservation Delegation for the 2022 One Water 
Summit? Email me at clare.lindahl@swcs.org.

Where Science Meets Practice  
at USDA
Joe Otto, SWCS Special Projects and Partnerships 
Director and Historian, and I sat front row at 
the USDA Soil Health Workshop, which included 
presentations from Tom Vilsack, Secretary 
of Agriculture; Terry Cosby, NRCS Chief; and 
Chovanda Jacobs-Young, Administrator of the 
Agricultural Research Service.

During the dialogue, 
we shared what we 
learned from projects 
like the Conservation 
Practitioners Poll 
about the support 
our practitioners and 
researchers need to 
advance existing work 

as well as new initiatives. 

We met with conservation professionals 
working on national and local scales. We also  

Clare Lindahl and Special 
Projects and Partnerships 
Director Joe Otto with 
attendees of a NCC-SWCS 
networking event.

Clare Lindahl attending the 
USDA Soil Health Workshop.

How can we help advance conservation in 
the field? 

My time in DC has taught me there are 
countless opportunities for SWCS to  
advocate for our members and bring forth 
ideas that support the work they do. Use the 
poll below to tell us what you think would 
help advance conservation in the field and in 
our communities across the nation!

TAKE OUR POLL!

https://www.sourcewatercollaborative.org/
https://www.sourcewatercollaborative.org/
https://www.nfwf.org/
https://www.nfwf.org/
https://app.sli.do/event/4vakLwr7ncC66WbRD9ArNM/live/polls

