
CLARE at the CAPITAL Your exclusive DC report from SWCS CEO Clare Lindahl

February 22 to March 6, 2022

I touched down in Washington, 
DC, on the evening of 
Wednesday, February 22, to 
elevate SWCS among national 
circles by

• taking the voices of  
conservation professionals 
to the desks of leaders and 
finding collaborations to  
advance issues members care about;

• translating SWCS priorities and member 
needs and ideas into advocacy and policy;

• forming connections with the chapters, 
members, and partners in the region and 
engaging new and diverse audiences in 
SWCS and conservation; and

• continuing to oversee SWCS and our staff.

On Location in Washington, DC
*Members Only Briefing*

February 22 through March 6, 2022

Follow me on Twitter for updates:  
@Clare4soilnH20 

Leading at the Edge
Since arriving, I have met 
with staff at The Nature 
Conservancy and the 
Meridian Institute. We 
partnered with both of 
these organizations to 
create Leading at the Edge: 
A Roadmap to Advance 
Edge of Field Practices 
in Agriculture, which we 
unveiled in February 
of 2021. The roadmap 
was developed through 
a collaborative effort 
supported by the Walmart 
Foundation. Twenty six 
partners from across the 

country—senior leaders from agriculture, the 
supply chain, civil organizations, and former 
government officials—convened and developed 
this cohesive set of recommendations to scale 
edge of field (EoF) practices on both local and 
national levels.

SWCS created tools to be used in the field from 
this endeavor, including outreach materials and 
process models posted on our Conservation 
Media Library. Now, I have a unique opportunity 
to connect SWCS’s past work on EoF practices to 
policy in the coming months. 

You can view a digital version of Leading at the 
Edge: A Roadmap to Advance Edge of Field Practices 
in Agriculture here. 

How appropriate 
is the bag Valerie 
Leung of The Nature 
Conservancy brought 
me copies of our 
Leading at the Edge 
roadmap in?! 

https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://merid.org/
https://www.swcs.org/resources/conservation-media-library
https://www.swcs.org/resources/conservation-media-library
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/EOF_ExecutiveSummary_LORES_SPREADS.pdf
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Partners in Conservation: National 
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
I met with staff at the National Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) to discuss our 
shared interests around advocating for 
conservation. NSAC is an alliance of grassroots 
organizations that advocates for federal 
policy reform to advance the sustainability of 
agriculture, food systems, natural resources, and 
rural communities. 

Getting to Know the SWCS National 
Capital Chapter
My love of our local SWCS chapters is no secret. 
As I go through my fourth year as SWCS CEO, I 
enter into my sixth year of leadership within my 
own state’s local SWCS chapter.

Our chapters provide opportunities for 
education, training, and networking at a local 
level where a diverse group of conservation-
minded members meet to discuss and address 
the challenges facing their particular landscapes 
and communities. Being involved in my chapter 
has enhanced my professional and personal life.

Even with all the esteem I have for SWCS 
chapters, I have been blown away by the 
hospitality and interest the SWCS National 
Capital Chapter has already shown in just the 
week and a half I have been here. They invited 
me onto their board call, and we are making 
plans to hold activities and events.

I also had the opportunity to tag along with a 
few members of the chapter on a private viewing 
of some rare books at the Library of Congress. 
The viewing was arranged by their president, Dr. 

Shelby Callaway (NRCS), 
who just happened to 
have an inside connection 
with Dr. Stephanie Stillo, 
Curator of the Lessing J. 
Rosenwald Collection and 
Aramont Library. I mean 
look at this history power 
couple (pictured left)! 

What’s Important to You as a 
Conservation Professional? 

Let SWCS know by taking our online poll! 
Follow this link to access the poll. 

Please respond by the end of the day on 
Monday, March 21.                         

Left to right: Cathy Day, Climate Policy Coordinator; Clare 
Lindahl; Jesse Womack, Policy Specialist.

Keep scrolling to see 
additional pictures 
from my visit to the 
Library of Congress, 
including photos of 
some historic texts 
and my visit to the 
Rosa Parks exhibit.

https://sustainableagriculture.net/
https://sustainableagriculture.net/
https://app.sli.do/event/4vakLwr7ncC66WbRD9ArNM
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Our party! Left to right: Mary Pfaffko, DC Chapter; Valerie 
Leung, The Nature Conservancy; Shelby Callaway, NRCS; 
Stephanie Stillo, Library of Congress; Clare Lindahl

A 15th century bible from 
Germany. The pages are 
made from what is called 
rag paper, which is made 
from old rags. So basically 
recycled paper then!

I am always amazed by 
the exquisite architectural 
detail in historic buildings 
like this. This is the ceiling 
in the Great Hall.

Library of Congress with the SWCS National Capital Chapter

This is a 15th century Dutch “encyclopedia” of sorts. An 
early example of realism, it is the first time animals are 
shown within their environments. However, they still 
included sea monsters and griffins! 

The 16th century Shepheardes Calendar from the 
Neatherlands is divided by the labors of each month. 

This 18th century 
almanac be-
longed to George 
Washington. 
It included his 
notations, and 
a page with x’s 
by passages he 
enjoyed. 

An original Audu-
bon print of the 
pelican, one of 
my favorite birds. 
These original 
Audubon prints are 
the most expensive 
antiquarian item 
on the market right 
now with a full set 
going for tens of 
millions.
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Library of Congress with the SWCS National Capital Chapter (continued)

This 1664 book about the microscope is one of the most 
popular books ever printed. I never found a flea so beau-
tiful! It reminds me of the soil microbes we see up close in 
presentations.

We got the first peak 
at this newly ac-
quired piece from the 
17th/18th century in 
Bohmemia. The little 
piece in the middle is 
said to be The Tongue 
of St. John. 

When it comes to the most beautiful books ever made, 
this book from the 1540s tops the list. It can even be used 
as an instrument. Click here to see it in action! 

Described as a love letter to flora, this early 18th century 
book’s incredible illustrations reveal how expensive it 
was. The illustrations were most likely painted by women 
and children and show what people of the region were 
foraging, importing, and growing at the time.

I was grateful to be here 
when the new Library of 
Congress exhibition, Rosa 
Parks: In Her Own Words, 
was open. The exhibit 
shows the real Rosa Parks 
was a seasoned activ-
ist with a militant spirit 
forged over decades of 
challenging inequality and 
injustice.

First edition of Silent 
Spring by Rachel Carson. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CELZN97rC8jX8PEG9tG8xixnFe1Jku53/view?usp=sharing
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Library of Congress with the SWCS National Capital Chapter (continued)

See you next month!

Watch for your members only briefing from 
Washington, DC, next month. In the mean-

time, follow me on Twitter for regular  
updates on my activities:

@Clare4soilnH20 

I adored the image of 
Rosa Parks doing yoga. 
I have been trying to do 
yoga daily while I have 
been out here. 

Rosa Parks is a civil rights 
icon made famous for her 
refusal to give up her seat 
to a white man on a city 
bus in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in December 1955. 
She is often mischarac-
terized as a quiet seam-
stress, with little attention 
paid to her full life story. 

Bonus Library Content
Ever wonder what a rare book curator at the 
Library of Congress would save if there was ever 
a fire? Click here to find out!

https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PF5AUn1-Zrsr7a7dri29z0P2u_WjjtJ-/view?usp=sharing

