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Critical A c c l a i m

Stanley Trimble in 1974 used historical records and manuscript
sources in an effective combination with field-based geomorphological and soils methods. The result was an insightful case
study of land use, soil erosion, and landscape repercussions on
the Southern Piedmont since the early 1700s. This introduced
clarity as to cause and effect, and dispelled some entrenched
“accepted truths,” drawing attention to the true complexity of
slope and valley change. Trimble’s monograph was sufficiently
unique to serve as a model that has become a classic.
Karl W. Butzer
University of Texas
I have used Trimble’s classic Man-Induced Soil Erosion on the
Southern Piedmont for many years in my geomorphology classes
to show how social data such as that contained in Census reports
can be used to infer rates of geomorphic processes. I bought up
the last remaining copies of the second printing a number of years
ago and am happy to learn that students will now once again
have easy access to this insightful piece of work.
Peter K. Haff
Duke University
It is fitting that Trimble’s 1974 study, based on the bedrock of
measurement and comprehensiveness, should be republished
at a time when ill-informed opinion often drives policy. In 2000,
Trimble co-authored a paper in Science that states that “no problem
of resource or environmental management can be rationally
addressed until its true space and time dimensions are known.” It
is astonishing that this truism should need restating, and fortunate
that we have Trimble to show how it should be done.
Claudio Vita-Finzi
University College London
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The re-issue of this work is timely as it shows that not all
human action is ultimately detrimental to the environment. The
rehabilitation of the old Southern cotton and tobacco lands is an
unsung success story, that Trimble has told well.
Michael Williams
Oxford University
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Thirty-four years on, Stan Trimble’s study of soil loss and
agricultural practice across the Southern Piedmont remains
the gold standard as a fusion of theoretical and empirical work
in American environmental historical geography. In sheer
territorial extent, chronological sweep, evidentiary depth, and
methodological ingenuity it is a classic yet to be superseded. Its
blend of rigorous conceptualization, diverse quantitative and
qualitative data, bold assumptions, and forthright conclusions
stand as a model of focused, incremental investigation, thoroughgoing cartographic analysis, interdisciplinary significance, and
policy relevance. As reflected in numerous reprintings and now
this new edition, it is a study that after all these years continues to
merit a close reading.
Michael Conzen
University of Chicago
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