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I touched down in Washington, 
DC, on the evening of 
Wednesday, February 22, to 
elevate SWCS among national 
circles by

• taking the voices of  
conservation professionals 
to the desks of leaders and 
finding collaborations to  
advance issues members care about;

• translating SWCS priorities and member 
needs and ideas into advocacy and policy;

• forming connections with the chapters, 
members, and partners in the region and 
engaging new and diverse audiences in 
SWCS and conservation; and

• continuing to oversee SWCS and our staff.

Meetings Held
• Amy Saltzman, Walton Family Foundation.

• Heather Lair, Madelyn Smith, and Leo 
Peyronnin of the Meridian Institute.

• Valerie Leung, The Nature Conservancy. 

• Whitney Forman-Cook, National Association 
of State Foresters.

• National Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD) regarding One Water  
alignment opportunities. 

• David Gagne, Makayla Brister, and Bridget 
Collins, National Fish and  
Wildlife Foundation. 

• Bruce and Julie Knight and other staff at 
Strategic Conservation Solutions.

Closing It Out with COVID
On Thursday, May 12th, I tested positive 
for COVID. I followed CDC guidelines and 
quarantined for five days and limited contact for 
an additional five days. 

One for the Road
To mark the end of my stay in DC, the National 
Capital Chapter of SWCS hosted a final farewell 
conservation networking event. We were 
joined by conservation professionals from 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service; 
the Environmental Protection Agency; NACD; 
American Forests; Washington, DC’s, American 
University; the Source Water Collaborative; and 

https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
https://merid.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.stateforesters.org/
https://www.stateforesters.org/
https://www.nacdnet.org/
https://www.nacdnet.org/
http://uswateralliance.org/one-water
https://www.nfwf.org/
https://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.stratconserve.com/
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the United States Geological Survey; as well as a 
few folks from the private sector.  

Sharing Learnings with  
Leadership
I wrapped up my three months in Washington, 
DC, by meeting with leadership including USDA 
NRCS Chief Terry Cosby and Chief of Staff 
Alyssa Charney, USDA Under Secretary for Farm 
Production and Conservation Robert Bonnie, 
and Senior Advisor for Climate in the Office of 
the Secretary Sean Babington. I brought forward 
the issues our members care about most and 
shared my learnings from my time spent in DC. 
I also learned about the most pressing natural 
resource concerns on their minds and the 
strategies they are implementing to advance 
conservation in the face of climate change in a 
more inclusive way on all landscapes in  
this nation.

Reflecting
In closing out my trip, 
I found myself by 
one of Washington, 
DC’s, reflecting pools. 
Reflecting pools are 
shallow pools of 
water undisturbed 
by fountains, thus 
providing a reflective 
surface. I reflected 

on the opportunity I was afforded to live and 
work from Washington, DC, how incredibly 
grateful I am for the hardworking conservation 
professionals throughout the world, and how 
lucky I am to serve and represent them every day 
as CEO of SWCS.

Starting a New Chapter
While I was in 
Washington, DC, 
I received a very 
special delivery! My 
professional coach, 
Sarah Young, founder 
and CEO of Zing 
Collaborative, finished 
her book, Expansive 
Impact: An Invitation 
to Lead in Everyday 
Moments. I am just 
getting into it and I 
am so excited because 
Sarah has taught me 
so many valuable 
lessons about leadership and life. According to 
Zing Collaborative’s website, Expansive Impact 
offers practical solutions to everyday leadership 
challenges. It will empower you to feel more 
confident as a leader, and create significant 
positive change without relying on outside forces 
or circumstances. With fresh language, powerful 
inquiries, and a nuanced exploration of the often 
opposing tensions we hold as leaders, this book 
is a guide to improving both your leadership, and 
your life.” I believe it because this is what working 
with Sarah has done for me! Get a copy of the 
book or request other professional services for 
yourself or your organization at  
www.zingcollaborative.com.

That’s a Wrap!
I am writing this at my desk at the SWCS 
Headquarters building in Ankeny, Iowa. It is 
great to be back in the heartland, but I miss 
Washington, DC, already. It is a place I wish 
every American had the chance to visit.  I think 

A farewell conservation networking event with  
Washington, DC, conservation professionals.

My professional coach did 
a thing! A very big beautiful 
thing, and I am loving it!

Standing on the spot at the 
Lincoln Memorial where 
Martin Luther King delivered 
his famous “I have a dream” 
speech. A reflecting pool is 
behind me. 

http://www.zingcollaborative.com
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this feeling is so reflective of SWCS. To me, it 
speaks to the balance of science and practice 
and policy and accountability with on-the-ground 
implementation we as on organization and as 
conservation professionals seek. I will prepare 
my final report in the coming weeks to deliver at 
the 77th SWCS International Annual Conference, 
July 31-August 3, 2022, at the Hilton Denver City 
Center in Denver, Colorado. Register today! 

My office when I got back. I guess I was missed! 

Click here to register for the 77th SWCS 
International Annual Conference!

https://registration.socio.events/e/swcs22ac
https://registration.socio.events/e/swcs22ac

