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Illinois Commodities for Community

Ambassador Talking Points

Purpose
Empower ambassadors to confidently explain and promote the Illinois Commodities for
Community program to farmers, co-ops, ag educators, and local partners.

What It Is

Illinois Commodities for Community is a simple, powerful way for Illinois farmers to give back
by donating a portion of their grain.

The program is through the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS), a nonprofit that’s
been working alongside farmers for over 80 years, in partnership with its Illinois Chapter.

& Why It Matters

o Supports Students. Proceeds from donated grain fund scholarships for local high school
graduates pursuing careers in agriculture and conservation.

o Strengthens Communities. Donations also back community-based conservation projects
that help farmers implement sustainable practices.

o Keeps Farmers Farming. By donating grain instead of cash, farmers may reduce taxable
income and self-employment tax while continuing to deduct production costs.

o Invests Locally. Every bushel donated stays right here in Illinois, supporting farmers,
students, and rural communities.

o6 How It Works—Simple 4-Step Process

1. Contact SWCS transfer ownership to SWCS Illinois
Call 515-289-2331 or email Commodities for Community.
swcs@swes.org to set up an account

3. Get the Receipt
Ensure SWCS is listed as the owner
2. Deliver Grain on the receipt.

at your elevator.

Tell your elevator you wish to
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4. Notify SWCS the sale can be authorized and your
Share elevator details with SWCS so gift acknowledged.

© Key Messages to Share

o “It’s one of the easiest ways to make a difference—farmers helping farmers.”
e “Your harvest can help a student come home and build the future of Illinois agriculture.”
o “By donating bushels, you're not only giving back—you’re growing conservation.”

o “SWCS and the Illinois Chapter make the process easy from start to finish.”

Quick Facts

e SWCSis a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
o Gifts must be grain commodities, not storage receipts.
e The donation must occur before the grain is sold.

e Donors should consult their tax professional for specific advice.

Rs Get Involved or Share

e Website: www.swcs.org/CFC

e Email: swcs@swcs.org
e Phone: 515-289-2331

e View Illinois CFC Farmer Handout


http://www.swcs.org/CFC
https://www.swcs.org/static/media/cms/ILCFC_Farmer_Handout_0A56FD3D19B9C.pdf

