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Illinois Commodities for Community Grant Program

The Illinois Commodities for Community grant program supports community-driven
organizations and projects that help farmers be more sustainable.

Maximum awarded per application: up to $2,500

Total Funds available: $5,000

Method of funding: Grant fund will be paid in full at the beginning of the project
Contact: awards@swcs.org

TIMELINE

Application Opens: December 15, 2025

Application Deadline: January 20, 2026

Notification: Applicants will be notified the week of February 16, 2026
Grant start date: March 1, 2026

Grant end date: February 28, 2027

Final report due: March 30, 2027

PURPOSE

The Commodities for Community grant supports projects and organizations that strengthen
Illinois farms and communities. We aim to support community-driven agriculture efforts that
empower farmers to become more sustainable.

These efforts should build economic opportunity for farmers, improve the health of soil and
water, and foster stronger community ties around agriculture. By supporting innovative, farmer-
focused, and locally led work, this grant seeks to create lasting benefits that help Illinois farms
and communities thrive, today and for generations to come.

SUSTAINABILITY DEFINED

We define sustainability as the ability of Illinois farmers and communities to thrive
economically, environmentally, and socially, both now and for generations to come. We believe
it is at this intersection that meaningful, lasting change takes root.
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ELIGIBILITY
Applicants must meet all of the following criteria to be considered for funding:

1. Be an organization or community group that is providing a charitable community
benefit in Hlinois.

o This includes any and all of the following: organizations with 501(c)(3) public
charity status (typical nonprofit organizations), governments, public schools,
universities, and organized community groups.

o Individuals and for-profit businesses are not eligible for this grant.

2. Project must deliver a conservation benefit for Illinois farms and communities. This
benefit could include direct improvements on the land and/or people gaining greater
knowledge, tools, and opportunities for people to support and engage in sustainable
agriculture. Commodities for Community has the full discretion to determine if the
proposed project will deliver a conservation benefit.

3. Project must align with the purpose of the Commaodities for Conservation grant.
Proposals should demonstrate how the work will advance sustainability by strengthening
the economic, environmental, and social well-being of farms and communities.

4. Projects may be new or ongoing. You do not need to create something new specifically
for this grant.

5. This program is designed to support community-based and farmer-focused efforts.
While applications from larger or statewide organizations are welcome, priority may be
given to local groups.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Alignment: The project clearly connects to the purpose of the grant. It advances sustainability in
farming and demonstrates relevance to the needs of Illinois farmers and communities.

Benefits: The project offers clear value for farmers and communities. Strong applications will
show how the work can lead to more Illinois farmers and communities that are economically,
environmentally, and socially viable.

Community and Participation: The project meaningfully involves people (farmers, youth, or
community members) and encourages broad participation. Strong applications will reflect voices
and leadership from those who will be impacted.
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Collaboration: The project fosters partnerships and connections between individuals, groups, or
organizations. Proposals may be more competitive if they create new relationships or strengthen
existing ones in ways that build long-term support for conservation.

Innovation: The project brings solutions, creative outreach, and/or approaches not commonly
supported through other funding sources.

Need for Support: The funding requested plays a meaningful role in making the project
possible, stronger, or more impactful. Applications may be prioritized if the grant enables new
opportunities, fills a gap, or helps move an idea forward more quickly.

PROJECT EXAMPLES

Here are just a few examples to spark ideas, there are many other possibilities. Have something
in mind that’s not on this list? Perfect! We encourage you to apply. Projects may include, but are
not limited to:

e Development of communities and actions that support farmers economically,
environmentally, and socially

e Farmer networks that encourage peer-to-peer learning and support

On-farm events that showcase conservation practices in action

Tools or approaches that help farmers better understand their land and adopt sustainable

practices

Efforts that connect farmers to new opportunities and markets

Creative outreach and education initiatives

Projects that involve and inspire youth to engage in conservation

Diversification of crops and practices

Market development for conservation-based products

Projects that develop meaningful connections between rural and urban communities

Demonstrations of practices that are otherwise difficult to fund

APPLY NOW: https://forms.gle/xMs9ZbWKqg2ed25ax9
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