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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION SOCIETY’S  

2018 CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS 

The Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) is 
seeking symposium, workshop, oral presentation, and 
poster presentation submissions for the 73rd  
International Annual Conference, taking place in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.   
 
New Mexico’s rich culture and diverse landscape 
makes it the prime location to celebrate the 73rd SWCS 
International Annual Conference theme, Culture, 
Climate, and Conservation. Bordered on the east by 
the Sandia Mountains, to the west by Petroglyph 
National Monument, and with the Rio Grande flowing 
through its center, Albuquerque possesses many of 
the natural features characteristic of New Mexico, a 
state of mountains and mesas, deserts and forested 
wildernesses. Whether you’re exploring the 
downtown Convention Center site, venturing into 
Spanish‐influenced Old Town Albuquerque, or learning 
about local pueblos and native traditions, the blend of 
cultures and lifestyles serves as a reminder of the 
many stakeholders that are part of and affected by 
land management decisions.  

The research to be shared and stories to be told from 
across the nation will fit right into this location where 
conservation spans resource concerns, cultures, and 
landscapes. In addition to learning about some of the 
management challenges and partnership 
opportunities that face ecosystems worldwide, 
participants will experience the vibrant culture of New 
Mexico through Local Forum and Flavor event, witness 
conservation efforts first‐hand through tours, and will 
hear from leading speakers in the conservation field. 
Specialty tracks that will focus on rangeland and forest 
restoration as well as the use of technology to 
advance conservation will also be offered at this year’s 
conference.  Collectively, all of these areas of focus 
will provide a forum for conservation professionals 
from around the world to come together to discuss 
successes and challenges, combat shared obstacles, 
and accelerate conservation efforts. 
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OPTIONS FOR PARTICIPATION 

Workshop 

 

Workshops are designed to enhance professional skills 
through engagement, hands‐on interactive education, 
and training in selected topics. Workshops may be 
proposed for a time frame of two to three hours on 
Sunday afternoon, July 29.  To propose a workshop, 
please utilize the submission form found at 
www.swcs.org/18ac. Do NOT use the online 
submission system.  

 

GENERAL NOTES 
 

Abstracts should include the following: 
 
  1) A statement of current relevance or need 
  2) General methods and data analysis information 
  3) Results or predicted results if the work has not  
      yet been completed 
  4) Explanation of how the results or outcomes      
      contribute to science and society  

Inclusion of tentative or final conclusions will greatly 
strengthen presentation proposals. 
 
IMPORTANT: All presenters and/or organizers (oral, 
poster, or symposia) who indicate intent to 
participate in the annual conference imply agreement 
to register for the conference at the appropriate fee, 
attend the conference, and make the presentation  
in person.  
 
SWCS does not reimburse presenters for expenses 
incurred for travel to the annual conference. This 
includes authors, symposia organizers, and panelists 
invited to present as part of a symposium. 

 

 

There are several options to present information and 
research at the 73rd SWCS International Annual 
Conference. All symposium and oral presentation 
submissions must be received through the online 
submission system found at www.swcs.org/18ac on or 
before January 9, 2018. Poster submissions must be 
received on or before March 9, 2018.   
 

             Symposium 

 

Symposia are scheduled as one or more 90‐mintue 
sessions and provide more comprehensive, in‐depth  
coverage of a specific topic that also allows for  
audience interaction. The sessions are organized by an 
individual and incorporate multiple presenters, panel 
discussions, or other formats as determined by the 
organizer. Submissions under this category are limited 
to one per author.   
 

       Oral Presentation 

 

Oral presentations are opportunities to share the 
results of conservation research projects and/or 
lessons learned. Each presenter will be given 20 
minutes: 15 minutes to make their presentation and 5 
minutes for questions. Submissions under this category 
are limited to no more than two per author.  

        Poster Presentation 

 

Poster presentations report the results of research or 
lessons learned from professional experience. They 
entail affixing printed materials (typed information, 
photos, graphs, etc.) to a 4' x 8' poster board. Poster 
presenters are expected to be at their posters during 
all conference refreshment breaks and during the 
exhibitor and poster reception to answer questions 
and explain experiences and results. 
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 Conservation stewardship programs (farm bill/
EQIP) supporting the sustainability of the forest 
biomass products industry through Family Forests 

 Techniques and practices for emergency 
stabilization treatments of wildfire burned areas to 
protect public and private values at risk including 
watersheds and water quality from invasive 
species; and runoff, erosion, and sediment and  
debris flows 

 

Using Technology to Advance Conservation 
Technological innovation is changing the way we 
approach conservation. Around the world, 
conservationists are utilizing cutting‐edge technology 
to guide research, practice, and application. 
Unprecedented volumes of data are being generated 
with advanced analytics, which give insight to 
emerging concerns as well as the impact of 
sustainability practices already in place. This track will 
explore these technological advances and their impact 
on conservation. Topics may include:   

 Precision conservation, including spatial tools and 
data mapping   

 Communication tools to advance conservation 
knowledge and partnerships  

 Development of large databases  
 Innovative structural practices  
 Modeling advancements  

2018 General Conference Submissions 

  

Submissions in this track include the eight traditional 
topic areas as outlined on the following pages. 
Abstracts submitted within the general conference 
track should cater toward the conference theme.  
 
Rangeland Restoration, Health, and Grazing 
Management: Adapting Conservation Planning 
for a Changing Climate  

 

Rangelands represent 24% of the world's land area, 
directly support over 200 million households, and 
support 50% of the world's livestock population, but 
unsustainable grazing management, fire, land 
conversion, and a changing climate threaten the 
livelihood of these lands. Abstracts in this track should 
address threats and ways to adapt to a changing 
environment. Topics may include but are not limited to: 
 

 Successful tools and conservation practices to 
restore resilience of grasslands and shrublands 

 Ecological indicators and thresholds to support 
sustainable grazing management 

 Integration of Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs)to 
changing climates and adaptation plans for grazing 
of domestic and wildland ungulates 

 Assessment of grassland (rangeland) 
fragmentation and the impacts to conservation 
targets (species) and habitats 

 Optimization of grazing strategies in riparian areas 
to protect water quality and species habitat 

 

Forest Restoration: Research, Policy, and 
Applied Science of Ecological Restoration across 
Landscapes and Watersheds 

 

Decades of unsustainable practices, wildfires, and 
urbanization threaten the health of forests. By focusing 
on science‐based ecosystem restoration and 
developing collaborative partnerships, reforestry and 
regeneration efforts can be accelerated. Submissions in 
this track should focus on the following: 
 Collaborative forest landscape restoration programs 
 Policy and best management practices to reforest/

regenerate wildfire burned areas and declining 
Shelterbelts to protect and restore watersheds 

CONFERENCE TRACKS 
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The following eight ongoing areas of emphasis 
comprise the core work of SWCS  to foster the science 
and art of conservation. Please choose one of these 
focus areas when submitting an abstract. Special 
consideration will be given to new insights, 
techniques, or approaches in addressing each of these 
general topic areas. 

 

Adaptive Management of Conservation Efforts 

 

Adaptive management is an interactive, structured 
process that allows management to occur despite 
uncertainty, with the goal of enhancing learning and 
reducing uncertainty. Adaptive management for soil 
and water conservation and biodiversity management 
is appropriate when uncertainty is high but 
management is possible. Abstracts in this track may 
include but are not limited to:  

 Aspects of water and soil management  
 Maintaining and enhancing ecosystem services 
 Plant and animal responses to management 
 Changes in soil and water quality responses to 

management action 
 Monitoring to inform decision‐making 
 Scientific and technical advances in targeting 

conservation and in precision conservation 
 Effective use of human capital to increase 

conservation success  
 

Conservation Economics and Policy 

 

This subject area  focuses on economic and related 
drivers of conservation adoption and maintenance, 
framed within the Nation’s conservation and 
environmental policy goals. It addresses how program 
and policy design translate policy goals into resource 
conservation and environmental benefits, as well as 
economic barriers to conservation that are not being 
overcome. Abstracts in this track may include but are 
not limited to:  

 All aspects of voluntary or regulatory 
environmental policy 

 Decision support tools for program design  
and implementation 

 Monitoring and assessment of conservation needs 
 Evaluation of market‐base approaches to natural 

resource management  

GENERAL TOPIC DESCRIPTIONS 

 Ethical considerations in conservation policy 
 Funding of programs  
 

Conservation Models, Tools, and Technologies 

 

In the implementation, planning, management, and 
development of conservation practices, we rely on 
models and tools that provide decision support 
through analysis, visualization, and evaluation. 
Development of new tools and technologies, results of 
evaluation, and application experiences all provide 
valuable information. Topics in this track may include 
but are not limited to:  
 Development and testing of conservation practices  
 Quantification of the environmental and 

conservation effects of best management 
practices (BMPs) and systems 

 Advances in science and technology for predicting 
and/or evaluating effects of alternative resource 
management practices and systems (soil, water, 
nutrient, grazing, manure, pest, plant, and 
landscape management) 

 Decision support tools for conservation planning 
and implementation 

 Biodiversity conservation 
 Geographic information systems 
 

 

 

There are great opportunities to implement 
conservation in organic, specialty, and small‐scale 
agricultural and forest systems. All of these systems 
require the same resources to maintain productivity as 
larger scale or conventional enterprises, and 
collectively, they represent a growing presence and 
impact on the landscape. Topics submitted in this area 
could include:  
 Conservation in small‐and‐medium‐scale 

enterprises, niche market and specialty‐certified 
systems, unique crops, and alternative and 
integrated production systems  

 Retirement and residential/lifestyle farm and ranch 
properties with enhanced conservation 

 Opportunities for unique enterprises to implement 
conservation supporting a triple bottom‐line of 
sustainability (people, planet, and profit) 
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 carbon sequestration and implications of  
climate change for soil health, conservation,  
and management 

 
 

Water Resource Assessment and Management 

 

This area addresses the social, economic, 
environmental, and technical dimensions of water 
resource management. Abstracts in this area should 
disseminate results, information, lessons learned, and/
or shared experiences of research, testing, monitoring, 
and/or evaluation/demonstration projects on water 
resource issues. Topics may include:   
 International and transboundary water  

resource management 
 Watershed‐scale research and planning methods 

and tools 
 Development and implementation of total 

maximum daily loads (TMDLs) 
 Water quantity, supply, and conservation 
 Irrigation and drainage 
 Watershed restoration and targeted watershed 

management interventions 
 Implications of climate change for water resource 

conservation and management 
 Institutional collaborations in water  

resource management 

If you have questions, please contact  
events@swcs.org or call  

515-289-2331 x112. 

Outreach, Education, and Community Engagement 

 

Outreach, education, and engagement help integrate 
scientific and quantitative data with qualitative 
knowledge and social concerns, thereby giving the 
decision‐making process ethical integrity. Achieving 
success in this area is critical for moving conservation 
forward in a manner that involves and considers many 
variables and stakeholders. Abstracts should address:  

 Applied research and model programs 
demonstrating effective methods for engaging 
decision‐makers 

 Programs fostering cooperative stakeholder‐based 
decision‐making 

 Outreach incorporating unique cultural considerations 
 Integration of voluntary and regulatory 

conservation efforts  
 Educational needs assessment 
 New technologies to reach diverse audiences 
 Evaluation of the impacts of outreach activities, 

including technical assistance  
 

Social Sciences Informing Conservation 

 

The human dimensions of soil and water conservation 
have emerged as a rigorous field that is related to 
many of the other topics at the conference. 
Understanding what motivates landowners and land 
managers to pursue conservation practices is 
essential. Abstracts in this track could include:  
 A focus on  sociology, political science, economics, 

anthropology, communications, and how they 
contribute to dialogue  

 The use of social sciences to inform critical 
conservation challenges facing the nation and 
world 

 

Soil Health Resources, Indicators, Assessment,  
and Management 
The use of soil resources is required to provide the 
food, fiber, and energy needs of a growing world 
population. Problems of soil and environmental 
degradation have made the development of 
technologies and practices for sustainable soil 
management a high priority. We are seeking 
presentations that consider:  

 Soil health assessment and management 
 Soil conservation and management 
 Soil survey, assessment, and analysis 
 Water and wind erosion prediction and management 


