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SWCS would like to extend a huge thank you to the
sponsors, exhibitors, presenters, session organizers, tour
coordinators, volunteers, and participants who made the
2016 Annual Conference a success! There is a great deal
of planning that goes on behind the scenes to bring this
conference to life, and we would like to recognize the
efforts of the Bluegrass Chapter of Kentucky along with
our entire Program Planning Committee for their countless
volunteer hours to help plan, organize, and coordinate
this year’s event.
We would also like to recognize this year’s group
of student moderators. Each year, SWCS provides
registration and hotel assistance to a group of 9 to
10 student chapter members. These students provide
volunteer support at the conference, but also have the
opportunity to attend sessions and network. This year, we
would like to thank: Jamil Ayach Anache (University of
Sào Paulo), Rachael Horn (Western Michigan University),
Juan Perez-Gutierrez (Mississippi State University), Colby
Oracheski (University of Alberta), Amanda Marshall
(Southern Illinois University), Timothy Sklenar (Iowa State
University), Jeff Seward (University of Guelph), Health
Hurst (Indiana State University-Purdue), and Justin
Brackenrich (West Virginia University).
The 2016 Annual Conference brought together more
than 400 conservationists, representing 7 countries
and 46 states plus the District of Columbia, Guam, and
Puerto Rico, as they gathered to hear about the latest
research findings, projects, programs, and technologies
in the conservation industry. Photos and PowerPoint
presentations can be found on the SWCS website. The
2016 Final Program, which includes this year’s award
recipients, is also available online. Save the date for
next year’s annual conference; it will be held on July 30
through August 2, 2017, in Madison, Wisconsin. We look
forward to seeing you there!
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Photos from the Annual Conference
All photos from this year’s Annual Conference are
available to view online. Here are a few of our favorites!

SWCS North Dakota Chapter accepts the Outstanding Chapter Award
at the 2016 Awards Luncheon.

Conference attendees taking a tour of the Roundstone Native Seed facility.

Conference exhibitors visiting with attendees in the Exhibit Hall.

Ken Olson (left) and Lois Wright Morton (right) promoting their new
book, Managing Mississippi and Ohio River Landscapes.

A conference attendee asks a question during the Soil Health
Partnership Farmer Panel plenary presentation.

Attendees enjoy conversation during the poster session.
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2016 Annual Conference Presenting
Sponsor: Syngenta
By Ann Bryan, Senior Manager of External Communications, Syngenta

Syngenta was proud once again to be the Presenting
Sponsor of the Soil and Water Conservation Society
annual conference in Louisville this year. We value
opportunities like the SWCS conference. It allows us
to show and discuss our efforts around sustainability,
conservation, and stewardship to an important and
impassioned audience. It also allows us to demonstrate
that Syngenta is about more than the industry description
“agribusiness” implies.
By 2050, the world’s population is projected to reach
9.6 billion people—more than 2 billion more people to
feed than today. That means the agriculture industry is
challenged to improve farmers’ ability to grow more crops
using fewer resources and to do so in a sustainable and
environmentally friendly fashion. Preservation of our land
and water and improved crop efficiencies are critical for the
ability of future generations to continue farming the land
and feeding the world, while safeguarding the environment.
Syngenta is helping improve global food security by
enabling millions of farmers to make better use of
available resources, particularly soil and water. We do
this through world-class science and innovative crop
solutions. We’re investing $3.7 million every day into
research and development so farmers can grow more
efficient crops, using fewer resources. And our 28,000
employees throughout 90 countries are working every day
to transform how crops are grown.
At last year’s conference, we
introduced you to The Good
Growth Plan, Syngenta’s strategy
for helping address global food
security by 2020. The Good
Growth Plan contains six
measurable commitments, but
three are particularly relevant
to conservation: (1) increasing
productivity of major crops by 20% without using more
land, water, or inputs; (2) improving the fertility of 25
million acres of farmland on the brink of degradation; and
(3) enhancing biodiversity on 12 million acres of farmland.
This year, Jill Wheeler, Syngenta’s head of sustainable
productivity for North America, provided an update
during the conference’s Leadership Forum. The 2015
Good Growth Plan progress report is available at www.
goodgrowthplan.com.
Also during the conference trade show, Syngenta
demonstrated the capability of a key program that is
helping make measuring The Good Growth Plan progress
easier. AgriEdge Excelsior®, a whole-farm management
program, lets growers collect more than 200 farm data
points per acre to analyze, using an exclusive cloud-based
software called Land.db®. Collecting and analyzing this
data on a per-field basis helps growers better understand
the impact of their farming choices when it comes to crop

protection products, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
cover crops, tillage, water usage, and more.
According to Wheeler, the success of The Good Growth
Plan happens at the grower level, where Syngenta’s
Sustainable Sourcing initiatives and AgriEdge Excelsior
technology empower growers to get a more detailed look
at their operations. “The information generated will help
us map out strategies designed to overcome food security
challenges—today and tomorrow,” Wheeler said.
For more information about The Good Growth Plan, go to
www.goodgrowthplan.com.
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Through the Eyes of a Student Moderator

Photo Contest Winners Selected

By Jeff Seward, student moderator, 71st Annual Conference

Thank you to all who participated in SWCS’s first-ever
photo contest! The top ten committee-selected photo
submissions depicting “great river landscapes” were
displayed at this year’s Annual Conference in Louisville,
Kentucky, where conference attendees voted for their
favorites. The ten photos represented four countries and
ten different rivers. The winning photos were submitted
by Ray R. Weil, who captured a beautiful sunset on
the Alabama River in Selma, Alabama, and Kathy
Raper, who submitted a photo of the New Fork River
in Sublette County, Wyoming. Ray and Kathy will each
receive a copy of our newest publication, Managing
Mississippi and Ohio River Landscapes, and will be
given the opportunity for their photos to be featured on
an issue of the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.
Congratulations!

I’d like to begin this “through the eyes” article with a quote
from Aldo Leopold:
“The practices we now call conservation are, to a
large extent, local alleviations of biotic pain. They are
necessary, but they must not be confused with cures.
The art of land doctoring is being practiced with vigor,
but the science of land health is yet to be born.”
This was published over 65 years ago in a Sand County
Almanac, and Leopold’s words prompt me to ask, has land
health been born? I will return to this question shortly.
I had a rewarding experience as a student moderator at this
year’s SWCS Annual Conference. As a new graduate student of
soil and environmental sciences, it is a real thrill to absorb as
much information as possible during this meeting. However,
while my brain is attempting to assimilate new ideas and
research with eagerness, my responsibilities as a student
moderator require that oral presentations be loaded to the
computer properly and run smoothly throughout the day. I
am thankful that technical glitches were few and far between,
alleviating me from embarrassment and an elevated heart rate.
So I’d like to thank technology for being on my side this year.
Now, if I may shift back to Leopold’s musing and the larger
view my student moderator eyes witnessed at this year’s
conference. I don’t think anyone can argue that soil health isn’t
a popular topic these days. In fact, a large portion of my thesis
is devoted to looking at the Haney soil health test in long-term
field trials because growers are requesting this kind of research
(look for my poster at next year’s conference). Additionally,
I wasn’t too surprised to find the phrase “soil health” in the
conference program 36 times, followed by “human health”
with four nods, and “ecological,” “watershed,” and “food
health” each having one mention. So, I think it’s safe to say
that soil health has been born, is very popular, and isn’t going
away anytime soon, and so I’m glad.

Winning photo of a sunset on the Alabama River, submitted by Ray R. Weil.

But was there any mention of land health? Not to my
recollection. While soil health is undoubtedly a critical
component of healthy land, it is within the land health
discussion where the conversation and ensuing arguments
will increase exponentially. We will discuss more thoroughly
the scientific, philosophical, and spiritual attributes of healthy
land and make steps that will allow the biotic community
to thrive once again. But most importantly, we will learn
how humans can work within the biotic community and not
exclude it from functioning at its optimal capacity. For me, I
don’t really see any other way to move forward. As Wendell
Berry once put it, “What I stand for is what I stand on.” So I
will leave it there. I offer you my two cents and some student
moderator observations at this year’s conference.
I look forward to attending the 72nd Annual Conference in
Madison and sharing my research next year.

Winning photo of the New Fork River, submitted by Kathy Raper.

4

CONSERVOGRAM

The newsletter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society

2016–2017 Board of Directors
Following the 2016 SWCS International Annual
Conference, the Society transitioned to the 2016-2017
Board of Directors. Each of the Society’s five regions is
represented by at least one elected director. Four at-large
directors also currently serve on the Board. For additional
Board member photos and bios, visit the SWCS website.
Wendi Goldsmith: Northeast Region Director and Secretary
Steve Kadas*: Southwest Region Director
Bruce Knight: At-Large Director
Bill Kuckuck*: At-Large Director
Rex Martin: At-Large Director and Vice President
Susan Meadows: North Central Director
Jon Scholl: At-Large Director and President
Dale Threatt-Taylor*: Southeast Region Director
Don Wysocki: Northwest Director and Treasurer

•

Maintaining and creating new Chapter Leadership
Guides (joint activity of Chapter and Professional
Development Committees).

Awards
• Assist the SWCS Board of Directors in the selection of
recipients for Society awards.
• Promote SWCS awards and scholarships and
encourage award nominations from chapters.
• Review applications and make recommendations to
the SWCS Board of Directors for approval.

As a member of the Soil and Water Conservation Society,
there are several ways for you to play an active role in
carrying out the Society’s mission. One opportunity is
volunteering to serve on a committee. Joining a committee
is a great way to strengthen leadership skills, as well as an
opportunity to network with your peers.

International
• Provide support to international individuals and
organizations who are engaged in networking and
educational efforts and assist the Board in establishing
liaisons with organizations and leaders in other countries.
• Encourage people outside the United States and
Canada to become SWCS members and to attend
Society annual meetings and specialty conferences.
• Facilitate international exchanges of experts in the fields of
soil and water conservation through SWCS interaction.
Science and Policy
• Serve as the planning and action committee to enhance
the work of the Society in the areas of science and policy.
• Identify emerging scientific and policy conservation
issues for possible SWCS programming and publications.
• Assist SWCS staff in developing proposals for grants
and other types of fundraising.

Below, you will find a list of SWCS committees and brief
descriptions of their charges. If you are interested in joining
a committee or would like to learn more, please email
your name, phone number, committee of interest, and any
other notes to Jamie Nieman at jamie.nieman@swcs.org by
August 31.

Nominations
• Nominate candidates who meet regional board
member qualifications for election to regional board
of director positions.
• Solicit recommendations from Society members and
chapters for nominees.

*New officers

Call for Committee Members

Professional Development
•
•
•

Select overall professional development focus each
year based on needs of the Society.
Assist chapters by producing and distributing documents,
tools, and/or presentations to deliver professional
development opportunities at the chapter level.
Assist Annual Conference Committee in selection and
review of workshop submissions for Annual Conference.

Chapter Development
• Annually updating and encouraging submission of the
Chapter Core Activity Report.
• Coordinating the Chapter Development Workshop at the
SWCS annual meeting. The goal of the workshop is to
help chapter leaders and members develop leadership
skills that will enable them to be more effective as
chapter leaders and conservation professionals.
• Assisting regional teams in conducting annual
Regional Chapter Development Workshops. (This
is the responsibility of the Regional Teams, but
committee members are on the team.)

Upcoming Events
SWCS Oregon Chapter Summer Workshop
Corvallis, Oregon
August 23-24, 2016
Nebraska Chapter 20th Annual Dave Langemeier
Memorial Golf Tournament
Lincoln, Nebraska
August 26, 2016
Wyoming Chapter Annual Technical Workshop
Riverton, Wyoming
September 28, 2016
North Dakota Chapter Annual Meeting
Bismarck, North Dakota
November 28-29, 2016
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President’s Leadership Award Winners
The SWCS President’s Leadership Award is given at
the discretion of the SWCS President in recognition of
exemplary assistance to the President in helping to carry
out the goals and objectives of SWCS. Mike Daniels,
John Kluthe, and the SWCS Hugh Hammond Bennett
Chapter have received this prestigious award for their
achievements in 2015.
Mike Daniels of University of
Arkansas Extension provided
vision and leadership for the
Nutrient Management and
Edge-of-Field Monitoring
Conference in Memphis last
December. The conference grew
from a University of Arkansas
Conservation Innovation Grant to
include research and application
efforts from across the country that addressed the challenge
of water quality protection and production agriculture.
Mike continues to support the effort as the Journal of Soil
and Water Conservation develops a special issue on “Edgeof-Field Monitoring for Nutrient Losses: From the Great
Lakes to the Gulf,” targeted for publication in 2017.
John Kluthe, NRCS District
Conservationist in Clarksville,
Arkansas, is receiving the
President’s Leadership Award for
his work supporting students and
young professionals. He chaired
the Professional Development
Committee for three years and
took a leadership role in the
organization and facilitation of the
Student Networking Session at the
2014 and 2015 annual conferences. This activity helped
connect students and young professionals with conservation
leaders in agencies and industry, in an effort to help them
network and advance their conservation careers.
The Hugh Hammond Bennett Chapter was instrumental
in hosting the 2015 Annual Conference in Greensboro,
North Carolina. They brought innovation, energy, and
fun to all of the activities surrounding the conference.
From the Fellows Forum that opened the conference
through the conservation tours that provided unique
learning opportunities as the conference closed, the
chapter provided opportunities for conference participants
to experience both the conservation and hospitality of
North Carolina. They reminded us that the spirit of Hugh
Hammond Bennett remains strong in the conservation
programs of North Carolina and the chapter.

News from DC

Courtesy of SWCS DC Representative John Peterson
•

An approved amendment, proposed by Rep.
Bob Goodlatte of Virginia, would prohibit the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from
penalizing states in the Chesapeake Bay region that
fail to meet their mandated pollution-reduction
targets. The House also passed Arizona Rep. Paul
Gosar’s amendment that would prohibit the use
of funds to carry out the draft EPA-US Geological
Survey Technical Report entitled ‘‘Protecting Aquatic
Life from Effects of Hydrologic Alteration.”

•

On October 1, 2015, EPA revised the federal airquality standard for ground level ozone (O3),
tightening the standard from 75 parts per billion (ppb)
to 70. The change started an ongoing nationwide
recalculation of pollution emission limits from
industrial sources, mobile sources, and “area sources.”

•

The National Farmers Union launched NFU Climate
Leaders, a program looking to start a discussion
within the agricultural community on the negative
effects of climate change and how farmers can work
to mitigate these effects. Check out the Climate
Leaders Facebook group and newsletter.

•

The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD), the Minnesota
Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) and the
Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) have invited
stakeholders to attend eight regional buffer workshops
across the state during August. Please contact
MASWCD for more information and a link to register.

•

In his latest Agri-Pulse blog Bruce Knight comments
on the need to be strategic in how land retirement and
working lands programs are used, and potential funding
options for additional CRP acres. Read the column.

•

Geofoam, as lightweight structural fill, is solving
a variety of construction challenges on a roadway
embankment project in support of wetlands
restoration in Northern California. Read more.

•

A new tool from the Texas A&M Forest Service called
‘Plan My Land’ was released recently as a method
for users to locate, map, and manage their properties
and project areas. Visit the Plan My Land website to
learn more.
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21st Century Watershed Technology
Conference and Workshop
SWCS is a proud sponsor of the 21st Century Watershed
Technology Conference and Workshop being held
December 3-9, 2016, in Quito, Ecuador. This is the fifth
of a series of highly successful international conferences
organized by the American Society of Agricultural and
Biological Engineers (ASABE) and The University of the
Amazon (IKIAM). Over the last decade there has been a
maturing of watershed science with new research findings
and modeling approaches. These new solutions have
resolved many of the problems that first faced watershed
managers in dealing with water quality and quantity
issues, but there are also emerging impediments to
watershed assessments and achieving water quality goals.
This international conference, “21st Century Watershed
Technology: Improving Water Quality and Environment,”
will look at emerging problems and new solutions to
managing watersheds to meet water quality and quantity
standards. The deadline for abstract submissions is August
21. More information on the conference can be found at
www.watershedtech.org.

SWCS Welcomes New Membership
Service Coordinator
Erika Crady came to SWCS in June
of 2016. She is an Ankeny, Iowa,
resident, wife, and momma to a
three-year-old daughter and nineyear-old “mutt.” She adores any book
she can get her hands on, drawing
with crayons (with or without her
daughter present), listening to talk
radio, and spending as much time
as possible outdoors with her family.
Erika is excited to join our team and
is eager to help and assist current and
prospective members.

“Like” the Soil and Water Conservation Society
on Facebook to keep up with the latest Society
news and conservation current events!

Conservation NewsBriefs: Popular
Articles from July

Are you up-to-date with news about soil and water
conservation research and policy? Conservation NewsBriefs
is a highly informative e-news brief that delivers the most
relevant content to your inbox each and every Thursday.
Below are links to some of the most read articles from over
the past month:
•

Look to the soil for water supply answers (News
Deeply)

•

Knowledge of soil health: NRCS has developed 17
indicators for soil quality (The Daily Republic)

•

Research shows how to get more crop per drop
(Technical University Munich via Phys.org)

•

Clogged field tile mystery (The Progressive Farmer)

Click here to sign up and start receiving your weekly
Conservation NewsBriefs today!
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New Members

Corporate Members

Welcome members who joined in July!

Please contact corporate.info@swcs.org for more details.

Alabama
Katy Sulhoff

Gold

Arkansas—Razorback
Brittany Barnes
Amie West
Arizona
Alison Hatch
Thomas Reis
California/Nevada
Gabrielle Lawson
DC—National Capital Chapter
John Larson

Silver

Florida
Jean-Paul Calixte
Illinois
Constance Cullman
Sheldon Jones
Massachusetts—University of MassachusettsAmherst Student Chapter
Ana Quinonez Camarillo
Maryland—Maryland Old Line
Steven Shafer
Michigan
Chelsie Boles
North Carolina—North Carolina State University
Student Chapter
Robert Smith
New York—Empire State
Corey Humphrey
Utah
David Dodds
Orie Winger
Wisconsin
Jean Bernius

Bronze
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