
CLARE at the CAPITAL Your exclusive DC report from SWCS CEO Clare Lindahl

March 6 to April 12, 2022

On Location in Washington, DC
*Members Only Briefing*

March 6 through April 12, 2022

Follow me on Twitter for updates:  
@Clare4soilnH20 

I touched down in Washington, 
DC, on the evening of 
Wednesday, February 22, to 
elevate SWCS among national 
circles by

• taking the voices of  
conservation professionals 
to the desks of leaders and 
finding collaborations to  
advance issues members care about;

• translating SWCS priorities and member 
needs and ideas into advocacy and policy;

• forming connections with the chapters, 
members, and partners in the region and 
engaging new and diverse audiences in 
SWCS and conservation; and

• continuing to oversee SWCS and our staff.

Meetings Held
• Katie Flahive, EPA

• Bruce and Julie Knight and Bethany Lovell, 
Conservation Strategic Solutions 

• Heather Lair, Leo Peyronnin and Madelyn 
Smith, Meridian Institute. Heather Lair 
hosted a “Welcome to DC, Clare” Bonfire 
attended by Leo Peyronnin and Madelyn 
Smith, Meridian; Deb Atwood, AGree; and 
Callie Eideberg, Senior Professional Staff 
for the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. The Meridian 
Institute has been great to work with 
and have made me feel so at home here. 
#organizationcrush

• Scott Berry and Katy Lackey, US Water  
Alliance

Left to right: Madelyn Smith and spouse, Clare Lindahl, 
Deb Atwood, Heather Lair and spouse, Leo Peyronnin  

https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-water
http://www.stratconserve.com/
https://merid.org/
http://uswateralliance.org/
http://uswateralliance.org/
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• Ellen Gilinsky, SWCS Board Member and 
Ellen Gilinsky LLC 

• Noller Herbert, Deputy Chief, Office of 
Science and Technology, USDA NRCS

• Ag Conservation Coalition, Presented 
Conservation Practitioners Poll Report

• T.A. Hawks, Lilia Horder, and John Weber, 
Monument Advocacy 

• Amy Saltzman, Paul Wolfe, Samantha 
Battersby, Bre’Anna Brooks, and Haley 
Burns, Walton Family Foundation

• Amber Valdez, master’s student in 
Washington, DC’s, American University’s 
Public Administration Key Executive 
Leadership Program. SWCS will be working 
with Amber on a capstone project that uses 
the Action Learning process to develop 
solutions related to challenges of local 
conservation leadership within the Soil and 
Water Conservation Society and beyond.

• Attended National Environmental Justice 
Conference and Training Program

• Attended Agri-Pulse National Ag Day 
Reception and the celebration of Modern 
Agriculture on the National Mall. It is not 
every day you see a John Deere tractor 
on the Mall! I received a demo of John 
Deere’s precision agricuture tool, heard 
from Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Jewel 
Bronaugh, and spoke with Representative 
Sheri Bustos about the SWCS Conservation 

Practitioners Poll and how 
vital our conservation 
professionals are!

• Hosted and attended 
a networking event 
during Ag Week with the 
SWCS National Capital 
Chapter. There were 17 
conservation professionals 
in attendance including 
FSA Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux.

• John Piotti, American Farmland Trust

• Whitney Forman-Cook, Communications 
Director, National Association of State 
Foresters (We found out we’re neighbors, 
just three doors down from each other!)

• Waggies (Women in Agriculture Event)

• Field trip to tour Eastern Shore farms 
growing perennial grasses for use as poultry 
bedding. This event was co-sponsored by the 
SWCS National Capital Chapter.

• Rachel Owen, Science Policy Manager,  
Tri Societies

• Karl Anderson, President, Supporters of 
Agricultural Research (SoAR) Foundation, and 
Laura Wood Peterson, Laura Wood Peterson 
Consulting

• Participated in virtual training workshop, 
Climate Change and the CWA 303(d) 
Opportunities for Progress, hosted by the 
Environmental Law Institute. 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack at Agri-Pulse’s 
National Ag Day Reception.

Left to right: Laura Wood Peterson, Clare Lindahl, and 
Karl Anderson.

John Deere Tractor 
on Mall during 
National Ag Day.

https://www.swcs.org/about-us/our-people/board-of-directors/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-gilinsky-333a4968
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
https://www.swcs.org/resources/publications/2021-conservation-practitioner-poll
https://monumentadvocacy.com/
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
https://www.agri-pulse.com/
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/our-secretary
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/our-deputy-secretary
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/our-deputy-secretary
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/fsa-biographies/fsa-administrator/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/fsa-biographies/fsa-administrator/index
https://farmland.org/
https://www.stateforesters.org/
https://www.stateforesters.org/
https://twitter.com/asa_cssa_sssa?lang=en
https://supportagresearch.org/
https://supportagresearch.org/
https://lwpconsulting.com/
https://lwpconsulting.com/
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Ag Week Networking Event 
with the SWCS National 
Capital Chapter.

Left: John Piotti, Clare 
Lindahl

Below: Women in 
Agriculture Event

Giving Conservation  
Professionals a Voice in DC
SWCS’s Conservation Practitioner Poll has been 
a key resource for me as I take the voices of 
our members to the desks of leadership here 
in our nation’s capital. I have quoted from the 
Conservation Practitioner Poll report nearly 
every day that I have been in Washington, DC.

I was invited by Jesse Womack, policy specialist 
from the National Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition, to present on the Conservation 
Practitioner Poll on the Ag Conservation Coalition 
monthly meeting. This has led to many follow-
up meetings and correspondence regarding the 
voice of those in the field working with farmers.

The Conservation Practitioner Poll, supported by 
the Walton Family Foundation and conducted 
in partnership with Iowa State University 
researchers, collects data on the needs and 
recommendations of conservation practitioners 
on a wide variety of topics.

Conservation practitioners are the delivery 
system for natural resource conservation across 
the nation, working directly with farmers and 
landowners to implement conservation practices 
through technical assistance, conservation 

Shout out to Jesse  
Womack, policy specialist 
at National Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition, 
pictured here with SWCS 
member Lara Bryant at the 
SWCS Networking Event! 
Jesse is the Conservation 
Practitioner Poll’s biggest 
fan; he has seen the poll 
presentation three times!

https://www.swcs.org/resources/publications/2021-conservation-practitioner-poll
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Conservation Society, USDA-ARS, and NRCS 
CEAP (Agreement #: NRC20IRA0010495); Mid-
Atlantic Organic Resource Company; Luthy farm; 
Agrowtech.

Clare and the Capitol Fox 
As I passed the 
Supreme Court 
one afternoon 
on my way to a 
Waggies (Women 
in Agriculture) 
event I gazed 
up the walk and 
a saw a fox. I 
thought it was 
pretty strange, 

but I am a conservationist and I’ve seen animals 
before, so I continued on my way. The tall man 
in his 20s in a suit behind me did not remain 
so calm; he began running, and the fox took 
chase! I turned around and stood there with 
my mouth open as the fox chased him around 
cars, over low walls, and finally cornered him 
behind a bush. The man threw his phone, 
missing the fox, and the fox trotted off. But not 
before he stopped to look back at me. I stood 
still and smiled, and he went about his way. The 
fox would go on to be the talk of the town in 
the coming week, biting at least nine people on 
Capitol Hill, including a congressman. This story 
does not end well for the fox. Sometimes, real 
life is stranger than fiction. 

planning, and program implementation. 
Recent research has found that interaction 
with a conservation professional over time is 
a consistent predictor of farmer adoption of 
conservation practices. Despite the critical role 
that conservation practitioners play in helping 
farmers protect the nation’s natural resources, 
the voice of conservation practitioners is largely 
absent from policy discussions. 

View the poll’s results here and learn from boots-
on-the-ground practitioners how to improve the 
nation’s  conservation delivery system.

#ClareInTheField
I had the incredible opportunity to join over 
40 conservationists from public, private, 
academic, and agriculture sectors for a field trip 
to farms growing perennial grasses for use as 
poultry bedding. The tour departed from USDA 
George Washington Carver Center and visited 
areas in the Eastern Shore of Maryland within 
the Choptank Watershed, which drains into 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Here’s some info from a handout we were 
provided about the project:

“There is growing excitement in the poultry 
industry concerning on-farm production of 
poultry bedding from sterile Miscanthus x. 
giganteous perennial grass as a replacement 
for traditional sawdust and wood chip bedding. 
This high-biomass perennial crop requires much 
less nutrient input than traditional crops like 
corn and soybean and can also scavenge legacy 
agricultural nutrients from the landscape.” 

The field trip was made possible by the 
National Capital Chapter of the Soil and Water 

Click here to see the 
perennial grass  
harvest in action!  

A fox was spotted near the US  
Capitol building. 

I’ve quoted from the 
Conservation Practitioner Poll 
report nearly every day that I 
have been in Washington, DC.                    “ ”

Tour photos courtesy 
of Shelby Callaway, 
SWCS National  
Capital Chapter 
Chair. 

https://www.swcs.org/about-us/our-chapters/northeast-region/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/technical/nra/ceap/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/technical/nra/ceap/
https://midatlanticorganic.com/
https://midatlanticorganic.com/
https://aggrowtech.com/
https://www.swcs.org/resources/publications/2021-conservation-practitioner-poll
https://www.swcs.org/about-us/our-chapters/northeast-region/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bVSUWISGarUs4qGP6cVu3tTdm9A0mY9k/view?usp=sharing
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2022 National Environmental 
Justice Conference and Training 
Program: Supporters, Stories, 
and Services

I walked into this event 
and sat myself next to 
Romona Taylor Williams 
of Duck Hill, Mississippi. 
We grew up just a little 
over an hour from 
one another in Illinois. 
Today, Romona is 
helping her community 
to adopt nature-based 
infrastructure to solve 
flooding issues, generate 

economic development opportunities, and 
educate residents and visitors on conservation. I 
was immediately inspired by their story.

Speaking of stories…established by David Vassar 
and Sally Kaplan in 2001, Backcountry Pictures 
is harnessing the power of video and film to 
make change. When people lose their spaces, 
they lose their stories as well. Watch some of the 
videos that are reconnecting people to space 
and serving as tools to engage and power local 
communities to protect natural resources. 

Community Engineering Corps is an alliance 
between American Society of Civil Engineers, 
the American Water Works Association, and 
Engineers Without Borders USA, who is providing 
engineering services to communities in need. 
These services can even count as match for 
grant programs.

Washington, DC, cherry 
blossoms are the talk of 
town in the spring. It is a 
special time to be here!

Romona Taylor Williams

See you next month!

Watch for your members-only briefing from 
Washington, DC, next month. In the mean-

time, follow me on Twitter for regular  
updates on my activities:

@Clare4soilnH20 

https://www.southeastsdn.org/stories/duck-hill-ms-is-on-the-rise/
https://www.backcountrypictures.com/
https://www.backcountrypictures.com/film-content
https://www.backcountrypictures.com/film-content
https://www.communityengineeringcorps.org/
https://twitter.com/Clare4soilnH20

