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DOWNLOAD THE EVENT APP

— Download the official SWCS event app for iOS or Android by searching for
SWCS in the app store.

— Once the app is installed, enter the email address you used to register for
the conference.

— Create or enter your password. Select “forgot password” to reset if needed.

— Under “Current & Upcoming Events,” select “81st SWCS International
Annual Conference.”
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE!

Follow along with conference updates and share your own experiences on social media.
When you post, make sure to use the conference hashtag and tag us!

Facebook: @soilandwaterconservation | LinkedIn: @Soil and Water Conservation Society
Instagram and X: @SWCSnews | #SWCS26
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All sessions are included with conference registration unless otherwise indicated.

Sunday, July 26

11:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration Desk Open

11:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Acceptance

Monday, July 27

7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration Desk Open

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibit and Poster Setup

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and Light
Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and
Poster Presentations Open

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Acceptance

12:00 PM -12:30 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

New Member and First-
Timer Orientation

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Conference Kickoff and
Pritchard Keynote Lecture

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

ELP Introductory Session
(Invitation Only)

10:00 AM -10:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Ballpark 1 on Lobby Level

*Workshop 1: Building
Conservation Leadership
Pipelines: Developing
Tomorrow’s Soil and Water
Leaders Today

10:30 AM -12:00 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

SWCS Emerging Leader Exclusive
Training and Access to Keynote
Speaker (/nvitation Only)

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Ballpark 2 on Lobby Level

*Workshop 2: Human-
Centered Al in Soil and
Water Conservation Science

10:30 AM -12:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

4:00 PM -4:45 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

Student and Early Career
Professional Networking

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

*SW(CS State of the Society
Address and Board Panel
Discussion (SWCS Members
Luncheon) (Additional Fees
Apply for Nonmembers and
Guests Only)

5:00 PM -6:30 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Local Forum and
Flavor Reception

*Not included in conference registration.
Additional cost required to attend.

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Afternoon Break: Exhibit Hall
and Poster Presentations Open

3:30 PM -5:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

Conservation Concierge
Workshop (Partner Event)
(RSVP Required)

5:00 PM -6:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibitor and Poster Reception

6:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Ends
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Tuesday, July 28

7:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration and Merch
Desk Open

Wednesday, July 29

7:00 AM -12:30 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration and Merch
Desk Open

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

SWCS Leadership Breakfast
(Invitation Only)

7:00 AM - 7:45 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and
Light Breakfast

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and Light
Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and
Poster Presentations Open

7:45 AM - 8:45 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Plenary Session and
Closing Remarks

8:30 AM -10:00 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Opening Remarks and
Plenary Session

9:00 AM -10:30 AM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Emerging Leaders
Roundtable Session
(Invitation Only)

10:00 AM -10:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

9:00 AM -10:30 AM
See pages 38-39

Concurrent Sessions

10:30 AM -11:00 AM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Meet and Greet with USDA
NRCS Chief Colton Buckley
(NRCS Staff Only)

10:30 AM -11:00 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Morning Break

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

11:00 AM -12:30 PM
See pages 38-39

Concurrent Sessions

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Awards Luncheon

11:00 AM -12:30 PM
Lindbergh Room on

Lobby Level

Association of Retired
Conservation Service
Employees (ARCSE) Annual
Meeting (Partner Event)

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Inside NRCS: Priorities,
Progress, and What’s Next

12:30 PM

Conference Adjourns

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

1:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Meet in Grand Foyer on the
Second Floor at 1:15 PM

*Tour 1: Regenerative
Grazing on Working Land
Farm Tour

3:00 PM -3:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Afternoon Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

3:00 PM -3:30 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Federal Grants Roundtable

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

3:30 PM -5:00 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibit and Poster Teardown

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Lindbergh Room on

Lobby Level

The Diverse Corn Belt |
Growing Resiliency for
Farming’s Future
(Partner Event)

1:30 PM -5:30 PM
Meet in Grand Foyer on the
Second Floor at 1:15 PM

*Not included in conference registration.
Additional cost required to attend.

*Tour 2: Streamside to
Taproom Walking Tour
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Program Planning Committee Chair Message

Welcome to the 81st International Annual Conference of the Soil and Water Conservation Society!

| am excited to gather with you in St. Louis, Missouri, for four engaging days of a confluence of learning,
collaboration, and community as we work together to advance conservation. Our conference brings together
students, practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and leaders from across the natural resources, conservation,
and agricultural sectors. We are united by a shared commitment to conservation and a common goal to create
meaningful change.

Our theme—Gateway to Conservation—challenges us to expand our understanding of conservation and explore
new opportunities for impact. By bringing together the latest ideas, technologies, research, and practices, this
conference creates space for important conversations about scaling conservation efforts and addressing the
challenges facing our world. | encourage you to consider how the insights, strategies, and connections gained here
can strengthen your work and benefit the communities you serve.

Here you will participate in workshops, technical sessions, symposia, tours, exhibits, and demonstrations that
highlight both the successes and challenges of applying innovative research to improve water quality, soil health,
and natural resource management. You will learn from colleagues working across fields, farms, and watersheds
of all sizes, representing both public and private sectors. You will also explore how social science, outreach, and
education can help expand successful conservation efforts, as well as how policy and economic developments can
support broader conservation adoption and ensure lasting benefits for future generations.

Thank you for your dedication to our conservation community. Whether you are attending for the first time or
returning once again, your expertise, perspective, collaboration, and passion help make this gathering a catalyst
for impact.

For me, this conference is a homecoming. | am delighted to return to a place where the Mississippi River is our
drinking water source and to reconnect to you through this society that has enriched my career and brought me
lasting friendships. | hope you have the opportunity to enjoy this wonderful city, connect with old friends, and
make new ones along the way.

Here’s to an inspiring 81st International Annual Conference—Coast to Coast and toward a more sustainable future!

Katie Flahive

Program Planning Committee Chair,
81st SWCS International Annual Conference
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Welcome to the Show-Me State

The Missouri Show-Me Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is pleased to welcome you to the 2026
International Conference, held in St. Louis, Missouri. This location in the City of St. Louis lies near the confluence of the
Mississippi and the Missouri rivers. The iconic 630-ft Gateway Arch was built in the 1960s and honors the early nineteenth-
century explorations of Lewis and Clark and America’s westward expansion in general as the “Gateway to the West.”

Indigenous peoples inhabited Missouri for thousands of years before European exploration and settlement. The area
along the rivers near St. Louis have shown continuous habitation for more than 7,000 years. Beginning before 1,000 CE,
there arose the complex Mississippian culture, whose people created regional political centers at present-day St. Louis
and across the Mississippi River at Cahokia, near present-day Collinsville, Illinois. Their large cities included thousands

of individual residences, but they are most known for their surviving massive earthwork mounds, which were built for
religious, political, and social reasons, in platform, ridgetop, and conical shapes. Cahokia was the center of a regional
trading network that spanned from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. The civilization declined by 1400 CE, and most
descendants left the area long before the arrival of Europeans. St. Louis was at one time known as Mound City by the
European Americans because of the numerous surviving prehistoric mounds, most since lost to urban development.

Missouri ranks twenty-first in the nation for total land area, spanning 44.6 million acres. Geographically, the state is
highly diverse within its own borders. The southern region is characterized by the forested, rocky terrain of the Ozark
Highlands and the flat, irrigated flood plains of the Bootheel, while the northern and central regions transition into
plains and the fertile agricultural soils along the Missouri and Mississippi rivers.

Currently, Missouri is a top agricultural producer in the United States ranking second in the nation for the total number
of farms (over 85,000 operations), with farmland accounting for about two-thirds (66%) of all land in Missouri.
Missouri’s diverse climate allows it to produce high volumes of both livestock feed and protein. The Show-Me State is a
massive agricultural powerhouse, ranking in the top ten nationally for 11 different commodities, spanning both heavy-
hitting field crops and a wide variety of livestock. Those rankings include: hay production (2"), beef cow inventory (3™),
rice production (4%"), goat inventory (5%), soybean production (6%), hog inventory (6%), cotton production (6%), turkey
inventory (6%), broiler chicken inventory (9t*), corn production (9%), and horse and pony inventory (10%).

This year marks a unique aspect of Missouri soil and water conservation with the upcoming renewal of The Parks,
Soils, and Water Sales Tax on the August Missouri ballot. This tax is a statewide, one-tenth-of-one percent sales tax. It
provides dedicated funding for Missouri state parks and historic sites along with soil and water conservation efforts.
Missouri citizens have shown strong support for soil and water conservation and state parks by first approving it in
1984, as a constitutional amendment. The tax was reapproved by two-thirds of Missouri voters in 1988, 1996, 2006,
and 2016. Half of the revenue from the sales tax is used for preserving soil and protecting Missouri’s water resources
for future generations. The majority of the soil and water portion of the tax is used to assist agricultural landowners
through voluntary programs developed by the Soil and Water Districts Commission (SWDC) and administered by

the Missouri Department of Natural Resources’ Soil and Water Conservation Program (MO DNR-SWCP). These
programs are administered through Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) boards in each of the 114 counties.
This endeavor has fostered a strong partnership between DNR-SWCP, SWDC, SWCD, and USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and has been key to assisting Missouri with preserving soil and protecting our waters. We lend
our support this coming August for the renewal of this tax.

The SWCS international organization, Conference Planning Committee, and Missouri Show-Me Chapter have worked
hard to pull together an extensive assortment of educational opportunities, social events, and engaging activities.
We are thrilled to host you here and hope you enjoy the hospitality, sights, and opportunities of our state.

Tammy Teeter
President, SWCS Missouri Show-Me Chapter
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Conference Volunteers

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PROGRAM
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Katie Flahive, US EPA
Chair

Matt Moore, USDA ARS
Incoming Chair

Courtney Allen, SWCS
coo

Renee Bouldin, SWCS
Program Manager

Krista Kirkham, SWCS
North Central Region Director

Diane Bradley-Redden, Retired
Local Liaison

Sarah Szachnieski, USDA NRCS
Local Liaison

J. Arbuckle, lowa State University
JSWC Editorial Board Liaison

Matt Moore, USDA ARS
Soil Science Society of America Liaison

Cheryl Simmons and Rebecca Fletcher, ARCSE
ARCSE Committee Liaisons

TECHNICAL TEAM LEADERS

Adam Reimer, National Wildlife Federation

— Cultivating Conservation Technical Assistance,
Community, and Networks

— Social Sciences Informing Conservation

Davie Kadyampakeni, University of Florida
— Innovation, Technology, and Data in Conservation

DeAnn Presley and Peter Tomlinson, Kansas State

University

— Soil Health Resources, Indicators, Assessment,
and Management

Heidi Ackerman, lowa State University
— Conservation in Organic, Specialty, Small-Scale,
or Urban Agriculture

— Outreach, Education, and Community Engagement

J. Arbuckle, lowa State University
— Conservation Economics and Policy

Katie Flahive, US EPA
— Conservation at the Confluence

— Water Resources Assessment and Management

Katy Dynarski, USDA NRCS

— Conservation Models, Tools, and Technologies

— Regenerative Agriculture for all Scales
and Systems

Matt Moore, US ARS
— Regenerative Agriculture for all Scales
and Systems

SWCS LOCAL CHAPTER LIAISONS
Kim Schroeder, Past President

Lauren Stamps, Vice President

Cherie Johnson, Secretary

Ashley Burson, Treasurer

Tammy Cody, North Councilperson

Diane Bradley-Redden, Conference Planning
Committee/Silent Auction

Brian McCarthy, Chapter Fund Raising
Committee Chair

Christin Byrd, Chapter Committee Member
Scott Jacob, Member

Todd Higgins, Member

OTHER PLANNING SUPPORT
Timothy Reinbott, Tour #1 Lead
Charlie Cole, Tour #2 Lead

Thank you to all who assisted
in planning the 81st SWCS
International Annual Conference!
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81 SWCS International Annual Conference

SWCS Board of Directors, Officers, and Staff

OFFICERS

Chair: Ellen Gilinsky
Vice-Chair: Amanda Gumbert
Secretary: Leonard Jordan

Treasurer: Keith Berns

NORTHEAST REGION

Christopher Hartley
Incoming: Chad Klotzbach

NORTH CENTRAL REGION
Krista Kirkham

NORTHWEST REGION

Keith Berns
Incoming: Jay Fuhrer

SOUTHEAST REGION

Amanda Gumbert

SOUTHWEST REGION
Colby Moorberg

AT-LARGE
Ellen Gilinsky 2023-2026
Incoming: Jamie Ridgely 2026-2029
Leonard Jordan 2026-2029
Loutrina Staley 2024-2026
Incoming: Rod Snyder 2026-2027
Carrie Vollmer-Sanders 2025-2028
2023-2026
2026-2029
EMERGING LEADER EX-OFFICIO
Emmanuel Wallace 2025-2026
2024-2027 Haleigh Summers 2025-2026
Incoming: Rose Mumbiand  2026—2027
Claire Hambrick
2023-2026
2026-2029 SWCS HEADQUARTERS STAFF
Clare Lindahl, CEO
2025-2028 Courtney Allen, COO
Renee Bouldin, Program Manager
Abigail Christian, Managing Editor
2025-2028

Erika Crady, Administrative Coordinator
Jody “JT” Thompson, Editorial Assistant
Krisha Sta Maria, Program Support Intern

Kendall Deutmeyer, Student Leader Intern

Rachel Owen, Advisor
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Conference Registration and Facility Information

The SWCS registration desk is located in the Grand Foyer on the Second Floor. SWCS staff will be on-site to

assist you.

REGISTRATION HOURS

Sunday 11:00 AM —5:00 PM
Monday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday 7:00 AM =5:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 AM —12:30 PM
CONFERENCE ADMISSION

The conference registration fee covers one
participant. All registered attendees will receive a
registration packet, which contains a formal name
badge and tickets for purchased events.

Your name badge acts as your admission ticket
to educational sessions, including the plenary
sessions, exhibits, posters, and special events.
Please be sure your name badge is worn at all
times in the conference area. For your safety, it is
recommended that you do not wear your name
badge outside the conference area. Please note
that tickets may be collected for ticketed events.

Formal name badges are not provided for guests.
Additional tickets for guests to attend the Local
Forum and Flavor Reception, Exhibitor and

Poster Reception, Members Luncheon, Awards
Luncheon, and Conservation Tours may be
purchased at the registration desk and are subject
to availability.

Please Note: No refunds will be given for
conference registrations, workshops, tours, meal
functions, or activities. Registration personnel will
not exchange tickets. SWCS reserves the right to
cancel events/activities without prior notice.

INTERNET

Select the “Hilton Meeting” network and enter
1776 as the password when prompted; then
complete the required steps to connect to the
free internet connection.

LOST AND FOUND
Check with the registration desk.

NAME BADGE RECYCLING

If you wish to recycle your name badge, please
return it to the registration desk at the end of
the conference.

PHOTO RELEASE

Registration and attendance at, or participation
in, SWCS events constitutes an agreement by the
attendee for SWCS to use the attendee’s likeness
(all photos, videos, or digital media) in any
format without payment or other consideration.
SWCS may use the images for nonprofit
educational, informational, or promotional
purposes. SWCS will not sell the rights to the
images or likeness to any other entity.

CEUS

SWCS has worked to secure continuing
education credits (CEUs) from various certifying
organizations. The room moderators in each
session will have a sheet for you to sign in and
out with your name and certification number.
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Event App Information

Download the SWCS event app to customize your own agenda, view the conference program and abstract
book, receive live conference announcements, view the FAQ, participate in the event game, and more!

DOWNLOAD THE EVENT APP
1. Download the official SWCS event app for iOS or Android by searching for SWCS in the app store.
2. Once the app is installed, enter the email address you used to register for the conference.
3. Create or enter your password. Select “forgot password” to reset if needed.

4. Under “Current & Upcoming Events,” select “81st SWCS International Annual Conference.”

CREATE YOUR PERSONAL PROFILE

Once you have joined the event app, create an eye-catching personal profile that will connect you with
other conference participants! Note that creating your personal profile is required for attendees to connect
with you.

Go to the Me icon within the online platform to start creating your profile. We recommend that your
profile include the following:

— Profile Picture
— Title

— Company

— Summary

— Location

— Social Accounts

SET UP YOUR PERSONAL AGENDA

Create your personalized agenda to keep track of the sessions you want to attend!
1. Go to the Agenda tab on the event app.
2. Select the “+” sign next to the session you want to attend.

3. Once all sessions are selected, go to the “My Agenda” section to see your full list of sessions to attend.

CONNECT WITH OTHER ATTENDEES
Once you have created your personal profile, start connecting with attendees!

Go to the Attendees tab within the online platform and select “Add” for those you are looking to connect
with. You may select “Contact” and message the attendee if they have not created their personal profile.
Once the connection has been made, you will be able to chat with the individual using the messaging
feature. Use this opportunity to schedule a time to get together in person!

PARTICIPATE THROUGHOUT THE EVENT

Go to the Event Game tab within the event app for instructions on participating in the event game for your
chance to win a prize.
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Meeting Space Map
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e Breakout Sessions e Posters

e Silent Auction

81t SWCS International Annual Conference | St. Louis, MO | July 26-29, 2026 | www.swcs.org/26AC



Corporate Partners

SWCS is pleased to have the following organizations as Corporate Partners in the effort to advance soil,
water, and related natural resource conservation to achieve sustainability.

GOLD PARTNER

BRONZE PARTNERS

ERNST
SEESS IS5G

Are you interested in having your organization recognized for its dedication to natural resources protection
and sustainability? Visit www.swcs.org/corporatepartner or contact Clare Lindahl at clare.lindahl@swcs.org

to discuss all the benefits of becoming an SWCS Corporate Partner.
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Conference Sponsors

Thank you to our 81st SWCS International Annual Conference Sponsors! Please visit this year’s conference
sponsors in the Exhibit Hall and check out their sponsor pages in the Sponsors tab of the event app.

PLATINUM Long-Term
SPONSOR l—l— Agroecosystem
Research

g
SPONSORS syngenta. CHeCKOFE-

: ‘ I % ®
— -_
American Farmland Trust T ~—
S I LVE R SAVING THE LAND THAT SUSTAINS US GREA.I:.,RHIPOORS
SPONSORS
TheNature @
Conservancy &%
A
the CAMPBELL
BRONZE ALLEGHANY FOUNDATION
NBO)-
SPONSORS S
SOIL HEALTH
STUDENT
LEADER
DEVELOPMENT
SPONSOR

Association Of Retired Conservation
Service Employees
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15
16
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18
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20
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23
24

25
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Exhibitor

ISG (www.isginc.com)
Hickenbottom Inc. (www.hickenbottominlets.com)

The Nature Conservancy (www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-
do/our-priorities/provide-food-and-water-sustainably/food-
and-water-stories/north-america-agriculture/)

American Farmland Trust (www.farmland.org)
Soil Health Institute (www.soilhealthinstitute.org)

Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative
(www.indigenousfoodandag.com)

Midwest Cover Crops Council (www.midwestcovercrops.org)

Ducks Unlimited (www.ducks.org/conservation)
Syngenta Crop Protection (www.syngenta-us.com)

United Soybean Board (www.unitedsoybean.org)

Great Outdoors Foundation
(www.greatoutdoorsfoundation.org)

Farm To Power (www.farmtopower.org)

National Great Rivers Research & Education Center
(www.ngrrec.org)

Eijkelkamp North America (www.royaleijkelkamp.com/en-us)

(Re)wilding LLC (www.rewildingco.com)

Black Earth (www.blackearth.com)

Spheros Environmental (www.spherosenvironmental.com)
Alleghany Farm Services, LLC (www.alleghanyservices.com)
Great Plains Fire Science Exchange (www.gpfirescience.org)

MU Center for Regenerative Agriculture
(www.cra.missouri.edu)

Dairy Conservation Navigator (www.dairyconservation.org)
Clear Choices Clean Water (www.clearchoicescleanwater.org)

USDA Agricultural Research Service Long-Term Agroecosys-
tem Research (LTAR) Network (https://Itar.ars.usda.gov/)

Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) (www.swcs.org)

Association of Retired Conservation Service Employees
(ARCSE) (www.arcse.com)

National Experienced Workforce Solutions (NEW Solutions)
(www.newsolutions.org)

National Conservation District Employees Association
(www.ncdea.us)

Representative

Chuck Brandel (Chuck.brandel@isginc.com)
Mark Hickenbottom (markh@hickenbottominc.com)

Leif Fixen (leif.fixen@tnc.org)
Rachel Lechuga (rlechuga@farmland.org)
Cristine Morgan (cmorgan@soilhealthinstitute.org)

Whitney Nelson (wn004@uark.edu)

Anna Morrow (annamorrow@purdue.edu)
Ellen Herbert (eherbert@ducks.org)

Mary Sutton Carruthers
(MarySutton.Carruthers@syngenta.com)

Michaela McGinn (mmcginn@unitedsoybean.org)
Jen Cross (jen@greatoutdoorsfoundation.org)
Davina Bryan (davina@farmtopower.org)

Laura Kammin (lkammin@Ic.edu)

Riyaadh Wingvist (r.winqvist@eijkelkamp.com)
Stephanie Santell (Stephanie@rewildingco.com)
Jody Stadnk (jstadnyk@blackearth.com)

Jeff Boeckler (jeff.boeckler@spherosenv.com)

Chad Klotzbach (info@alleghanyfs.com)

Lori Bammerlin (bammerlin@ksu.edu)
Rob Myers (regenerativeagriculture@missouri.edu)

Bridgett Hilshey (Bridgett.Hilshey@dairy.org)

Kelly Brown (kelly@thewhiteriveralliance.org)
Teferi Tsegaye (teferi.tsegaye@usda.gov)
Clare Lindahl (clare.lindahl@swcs.org)

Jack Carlson (pspicata@gmail.com)
Tim Forbert (tforbert@newsolutions.org)

Tim Riley (timothy.riley@ncdea.org)
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Poster Presentations

Adaptive Management of
Conservation Efforts

1. Assessment and Management of Soil Sustainability
in Tropical Ekiti State: Implications for
Conservation and Climate Resilience

2. Ready, Set, Scale: Accelerating Edge of Field
Adoption in lllinois Through Alternative
Delivery Models

CEAP Showcase

3. Agricultural Conservation Planning Framework
(ACPF) Enhancement: Assessment Development,
Validation, and Crediting for Agricultural Producers

4. Assessing Soil Erosion Mitigation by Conservation
Practices Through Automated Implementation of
the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE)

5. Balancing Groundwater Recharge, Nitrate Leaching,
and Soil Carbon Under Agricultural Managed
Aquifer Recharge

6. CEAP Special Project: Impacts of Conservation
Practices to Reduce Soil Loss from Ephemeral
Gullies Within CEAP Watersheds

7. Conservation Effects Assessment Project in
Northeast Arkansas

8. Evaluating Cropland Groundwater Lag Time in
the Monocacy River in Maryland, USA, Using the
MESA Tracer

9. Evaluating the Performance of Ensemble Runoff
Forecasts in the Mahantango Creek Watershed

10. From Farm Expansion to Groundwater Outcomes:

Rewriting Dairy vs Orchard Nitrate Legacy

Impacts of Scientific Studies from the CEAP
Goodwin Creek Experimental Watershed

11.

12. Implications of Algal Nutrient Responses
for Identifying Strategies to Improve Water
Management Within Agricultural Watersheds in the

United States

Integrating Crop Rotation and Remote Sensing to
Assess Soil and Water Conservation in Organic Soils
of the Everglades Agricultural Area

13.

14. Modeling How Cooperation with Nitrogen Targets

Could Improve Central Valley Groundwater Quality

15. Monitoring and Modeling Nitrate Leaching in
an Almond Orchard Using Deep Vadose Zone

Measurements and HYDRUS-1D

Nutrient Dynamics in Cattle-Impacted Watersheds
of the Southern Coastal Plain

16.

17. Quantifying Effectiveness and Long-Term Storage
of Sediment and Nutrients in a Sediment Retention

Pond in the CEAP Beasley Lake Watershed

Simulating Annual and Perennial Cropping System
Effects on Legacy Soil Phosphorus Using the APLE
Model, Choptank River, Maryland, USA

Soil Carbon Stabilization and Nutrient Loss Mitigation
Under Conservation Agriculture Management Within
the Everglades Agricultural Area

18.

19.

20. Soil Moisture Prediction: A Review of Models,

Principles, Applications, and Future Needs

21. Temporal and Spatial Trends for Sediment
Phosphorus Buffering Dynamics in Streams Within

the Lower Mississippi River Basin

22. Temporal Dynamics of Nitrate Concentration and

Leaching Losses Under Artificially Drained Mollisol

The BUSHELS Initiative: Stakeholder Engagement
Activities to Better Soil and Water Management
and Modeling with and for Farmers (St Joseph River
CEAP Watershed, Indiana)

Understanding Ecohydrologic Processes of Irrigated
Citrus Orchards in California: Integrating In Situ and
Modeling Approaches

23.

24,

Watershed-Scale Effects of a Novel Water Control
Structure on Atrazine Within Channelized

Agricultural Headwater Streams

25.

CIG Showcase

26. Addressing Barriers for Producers in California’s
San Joaquin Valley to Implement Combined Soil
Health Practices Through Participatory Planning
and Evaluation on Diversified Farms

27. Barley Jump-Started Ground Cover Restoration of

Saline-Sodic Soils

28. Converting Invasive Biomass into Biochar to
Improve Tropical Soil Health for Reforestation and

Agriculture in Hawai’i
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29.

30.

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

16

Effect of Combining Tillage, Cover Crop, and
Optimized Nitrogen on Corn Yield and Soil Health
During the Transitional Period

Effects of Vermifiltration Vermicompost on Soil
Health and Nitrous Oxide Emissions Across
Different Annual and Perennial Systems in
Washington and California

Grazing the Bar

High Clearance Robotic Irrigator for In-Season
Nutrient Management in Ohio

Nutrient Export Across Topographic and
Soil Textural Gradients in Three Alabama
Demonstration Farms

OPTIMA Fields: An On-Farm Project Helping Alabama
Farmers Adopt Site-Specific Management Practices

Profitability and Cost Tradeoffs of Cover Crops and
Smart Irrigation in Alabama

Scaling Biochar Adoption in Agriculture:
Lessons from a National Soil Health Demonstration
Trial Program

SWAT-Based Evaluation of Silvopasture Impacts on
Hydrology and Water Quality in a HUC-10 Watershed

Technologies to Enhance Rangeland and Livestock
Management Decision-Making in the Malpai
Borderlands Group

Understanding Nitrogen Loss Pathways in
Commercial Row Crop Systems: Insights from Yield
Zone—Based Management

SERVICES

40. Using 360Rain for In-Season Manure Application:
A Conservation Practice That Aligns Nutrient
Stewardship, Emissions Reduction, and Crop
Productivity

41. WWF Beef Tracing and Allocation

Conservation at the Confluence

42. Corncobs May Remove More Nitrate Than

Woodchips in Denitrifying Bioreactors

43. Dryland Wheat Production as Influenced by

Compost Application

44, Effect of Soil Amendments on Runoff Water

Collected on Agricultural Fields

45. Impact of Land Use and Hydrological Regime
on Nitrogen Cycling Microbial Communities in

Missouri Riparian Zones

46. Mitigation of Dimethazone and Trifluralin Residues

in Runoff and Seepage Water

47. Quantifying Physical and Hydraulic Properties
of Potential Woodchip Sources for Use in

Denitrifying Bioreactors

48. Scouting America’s Distinguished Conservation

Service Award

Conservation in Organic, Specialty, Small-
Scale, or Urban Agriculture

49. Cover Crop Mowing or Tillage, but Not Sheep
Grazing, Alter Within-Season Soil Inorganic
Nitrogen Availability in an Organic Vineyard

Conservation Models, Tools,
and Technologies

50. Assessing Winter Runoff Estimation in the
Wisconsin Phosphorus Index

51. Development of an Innovative Machine
Learning Application to Classify Habitats in Private
Wetland Easements

Innovation, Technology, and Data
in Conservation

52. From Waste to Resource: NRCS Design and
Conservation Planning for Forced-Air Poultry
Composting Systems

53. Site Selection of Water Level Sensors for Rice
Irrigation Water Management and Automation
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Outreach, Education, and
Community Engagement

54.

55. Equipping Tomorrow’s Conservation Workforce:
Our Year in the SWCS Emerging Leaders Program

Dirty Pictures: Art-Based Soil Education

56. Planning and Executing a Conservation Field Day:

A Firsthand Look at Outreach in Action

Shell Creek Watershed Monitoring Project: High
School Student Volunteer Monitoring Poster

57.

58.
59.

Three Projects, Three Approaches to Larger Impacts

Voices from the Field: What May Drive or Prevent
Cover Crop Adoption in the Semi-Arid Great Plains

Regenerative Agriculture for All Scales
and Systems

60. Actionable Knowledge for Designing

Multifunctional Buffers

61. Evaluating Regenerative Conservation Strategies
for Soil Restoration and Long-Term Health in
the Badlands

62. Gateway to Grazing: Investing in Portable Grazing
Infrastructure to Scale Benefits for Farmers and
the Land

63. Regenerative Semi-Arid Cropping Systems’ Impact
on Soil Nitrogen Dynamics

64. Regenerative Strategies for Strengthening
Soil Health and Nitrogen-Use Efficiency in the

Southeastern United States

Social Sciences Informing Conservation

65. Succession Planning for Ranching Operations

Soil Health Resources, Indicators,
Assessment, and Management

66. Evaluating Soil Microbial Communities Under Rain-
Fed Perennial Grasses and Irrigated Row Crops in
Nebraska for Ecosystem Service Quantification

67. Improving Soil Structure and Reducing
Compaction Through Conservation Management

in the Mississippi Delta

68. Judging SSURGO: Comparing Soil Judging Contest
Pit Descriptions to the Soil Survey Database

69. Long-Term Cropping System Influence on Upper

Soil Profile Health at Sanborn Field
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Loren Benz Wetland Bank, Faribault County, MN

70. On-Farm Assessment of Cover Cropping as
a Climate-Smart Agricultural Practice in the
Mississippi Delta

71. Seasonal Soil Health Dynamics in Solar Corridor
Cropping System Under Organic Management

72. Soil Health Indicators Across Cover Crop Species in
a No-Till Conservation System

73. Soil Microbial Responses to Swine Manure and
Commercial Fertilizer Applications and Their
Implications for Soil and Water Conservation

74. Total Carbon and Nitrogen Across a Palustrine
Wetland Chronosequence in the Northern
Mississippi Embayment, Kentucky

The Producer and the Plot

75. Heavy Metals in Southeast Missouri Soils

Water Resource Assessment and Management

76. Annual and Perennial Land-Use Effects on Soil
Moisture Distribution Within Claypan Soil Profiles in
Northeast Missouri

77. Edge-of-Field Monitoring of Nutrient and Sediment
Loss from Wetland Watersheds in the Northern
Mississippi Embayment, Kentucky

78. New Tools for Measuring Soil Color: Impacts on
Wetland Delineation
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Sunday, July 26

SCHEDULE EVENTS

11:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration Desk Open

11:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Acceptance

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibit and Poster Setup

12:00 PM -12:30 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

New Member and First-
Timer Orientation

12:30 PM -1:00 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

ELP Introductory Session
(Invitation Only)

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Ballpark 1 on Lobby Level

*Workshop 1: Building
Conservation Leadership
Pipelines: Developing
Tomorrow’s Soil and Water
Leaders Today

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Ballpark 2 on Lobby Level

*Workshop 2: Human-
Centered Al in Soil and
Water Conservation Science

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

Student and Early Career
Professional Networking

5:00 PM -6:30 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Local Forum and
Flavor Reception

*Not included in standard registrations. Additional
cost and ticket(s) required to attend.

New Member and First-Timer Orientation
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, Broadway on Lobby Level

New members and conference first timers will
have the opportunity to network with one another
and discuss the conference and membership
with SWCS leadership. The session will highlight
professional development opportunities
throughout the conference, provide tips for
engaging in professional networking, outline the
benefits of an SWCS membership, and more.
Attendees are encouraged to use this time to ask
guestions about the conference and the Society.
Attendance is also encouraged for students and
early career professionals.

Workshop 1: Conservation Careers in
Federal Government Coast to Coast, and
How to Apply!

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Ballpark 1 on Lobby Level
Instructor: Brandon Bell, Envoy People Solutions

Conservation organizations face a critical challenge:
developing the next generation of leaders who can
navigate complex environmental challenges while
maintaining institutional knowledge. This interactive
workshop guides conservation district leaders
through creating sustainable leadership development
programs within their organizations. Participants

will learn practical strategies for identifying high-
potential talent, creating meaningful development
opportunities, and building stronger succession
strategies. Through hands-on exercises and peer
learning, attendees will leave with a customizable
framework for leadership development and concrete
next steps for implementation.
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Workshop 2: Essential Indicators to
Measure Soil Health

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Ballpark 2 on Lobby Level

Instructors: Sushant Mehan, South Dakota State University;
Maysoon Mikha, USDA ARS; Kathy Boomer, FFAR

Artificial intelligence, particularly large language
models (LLMs), is rapidly entering environmental
and agricultural decision-making. Their promise
for soil and water conservation is real, but
effective and responsible use depends on domain
expertise, structured problem formulation, and
critical evaluation. This interactive workshop
helps participants move beyond using LLMs as

a “consumer” tool and instead apply them as a
collaboration tool to surface assumptions, connect
knowledge, and accelerate shared learning.

Participants will work in small teams on real-world
soil and water conservation problem statements,
such as nutrient loss reduction, water quality
protection, or conservation practice optimization.
Through guided prompting, hypothesis
development, model design, and iterative
refinement, the workshop will demonstrate both
the capabilities and limitations of LLMs when
applied to conservation science.

By the end of the workshop, participants will be
able to:

— Gain proficiency with LLMs for problem
formulation, hypothesis generation, and
conceptual model development in soil and
water conservation

— Design and evaluate conservation models
using a combination of Al outputs and expert
judgment

— Critically assess LLM limitations, biases, and
failure modes in environmental applications

— Articulate why human-in-the-loop approaches
are essential for credible and responsible Al-
enabled conservation science

Student and Early Career Professional
Networking

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, Lindbergh Room on Lobby Level

ISG

This is a networking opportunity for
students and professionals early in
their careers to meet and connect
with professionals in the field.
Attendees will learn about available
internships, jobs, and graduate
school opportunities. Attendance is encouraged for
professionals wishing to connect with students. We
hope you are able to join us! The early career mixer
is graciously sponsored by ISG. The early career
mixer is graciously sponsored by ISG.

HELPING YOU

MAKE SENSE
OF SOIL HEALTH

Set meaningful goals and
track improvement

Connect progress to profitability

Build resilience from field
to supply chain

SOIL HEALTH

INSTITUTE

soilhealthinstitute.org
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Local Forum and Flavor Reception
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

The Local Forum and Flavor Reception will kick
off with a warm Missouri welcome by SWCS
North Central Regional Director Krista Kirkham,
setting the stage for an evening of conversation,
connection, and local flavor, followed by Syngenta
Sponsor Address, and this year’s presentation, “A
Historical Perspective of St. Louis.”

Presenter: Amanda Clark, Missouri Historical
Society

St. Louis is an urban center with an extraordinarily
complex environmental history. Its story is one

of how we’ve manipulated water, air, and soil to
transform a river town into a modern metropolis—
and how the natural world has pushed back.

The mighty rivers that surround us have brought
both fortune and ruin, fueling growth while also
spreading floods and disease. Meanwhile, rich
clay deposits and abundant limestone allowed St.
Louis to literally build itself from the ground up,
even as those same resources shaped modern
socioeconomic struggles. Public historian Amanda
Clark explores the fascinating connections
between deep time and present-day St. Louis.

Amanda Clark is a St. Louis
transplant and has spent
more than 15 years sharing
her passion for the city’s
gorgeous architecture and
complex history. In 2012,
she founded Renegade STL,
and her unique, unscripted
approach to public history has been featured in
the New York Times, St. Louis Magazine, theSTL.
com, and the St. Louis Business Journal. In 2020,
she brought Renegade to the Missouri History
Museum (MHS) under a new name—See STL
Tours. At MHS, her work as a public historian
includes not only tours but also research, writing,
and exhibit development. She served as content
lead for the Eads Bridge at 150 exhibit, the Yours
Forever exhibit about Forest Park, and the current

Marvel in Motion exhibit about the 1904 World’s
Fair Ferris Wheel. Amanda also volunteers in various
capacities with 4theVille, Landmarks Association,
and the National Building Arts Center.

Following the presentation, enjoy an evening of
networking with appetizers and beverages. Raise a
glass to conservation, collaboration, and the future
of our natural resources.

CONSERVATION ACCELERATION FUND

$51+

in private funding
leveraged to date.

24M

pounds of lifetime
mitigated nitrate.

100+

water quality
projects activated.

greatoutdoorsfou ndctibn.bfg :
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Sunday, July 26

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Registration Desk Open

Second Floor
Grand Foyer

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Silent Auction Acceptance

Second Floor
Grand Foyer

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM

New Member and First-Timer Orientation

Loby Level
Broadway

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Exhibit and Poster Setup

Second Floor
Arch View Ballroom/
Grand Ballroom A-B

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM ELP Introductory Session (Invitation Only) Lobby Level
Broadway
WORKSHOPS
Workshop 1: Building Conservation Leadership Pipelines: Developing Tomorrow’s Soil and Lobby Level
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Water Leaders Today - Brandon Bell, Envoy People Solutions (ticket required, additional Y
Ballpark 1
fees apply)
Workshop 2: Human-Centered Al in Soil and Water Conservation Science - Sushant Lobby Level
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Mehan, South Dakota State University; Maysoon Mikha, USDA ARS; Kathy Boomer, FFAR Y
. . . Ballpark 2
(ticket required, additional fees apply)
Lobby Level

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM

Student and Early Career Professional Networking

Lindbergh Room

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Local Forum and Flavor Reception: Missouri Welcome - Krista Kirkham, Soil and Water
Conservation Society North Central Regional Director; Sponsor Address - Mary Sutton
Carruthers, Syngenta; Local Flavor Address - Amanda Clark, Missouri Historical Society

Second Floor
Grand Ballroom C-G
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Monday, July 27

SCHEDULE EVENTS

7:30 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration Desk Open

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and Light
Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and
Poster Presentations Open

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Acceptance

8:30 AM -10:00 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Conference Kickoff and
Pritchard Keynote Lecture

10:00 AM -10:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

10:30 AM -12:00 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

SWCS Emerging Leader Exclusive
Training and Access to Keynote
Speaker (/nvitation Only)

10:30 AM -12:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

*SW(CS State of the Society
Address and Board Panel
Discussion (SWCS Members
Luncheon) (Additional Fees
Apply for Nonmembers and
Guests Only)

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Afternoon Break: Exhibit Hall
and Poster Presentations Open

3:30 PM -5:00 PM
See pages 25-27

Concurrent Sessions

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

Conservation Concierge
Workshop (Partner Event)
(RSVP Required)

5:00 PM -6:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibitor and Poster Reception

6:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Silent Auction Ends

*Not included in standard registrations. Additional cost and
ticket(s) required to attend.

Conference Kickoff and Pritchard
Keynote Lecture

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

The Conference Kickoff will be opened by SWCS CEO
Clare Lindahl, followed by the Pritchard Keynote
Lecture, “The Hope in Soil Health.”

Presenter: Ray Archuleta, Ray the Soil Guy

Keynoting this year’s conference with a message
of hope is Ray Archuleta. Ray works tirelessly to
educate and train farmers, their advisors, and

the broader public about the importance of soil
health and regenerative agriculture from a unique,
holistic, and integrated perspective.

During his talk, Ray will show how soil health and
regenerative agriculture offer hope for the future
of farming. Drawing from decades of experience

in the field, he will reflect on what inspires lasting
change and why relationships and trust remain at
the heart of progress. Speaking from farmer advisor
to farmer advisor, he will focus on the shared role
we play in advancing soil health for the benefit

of our farmers, food systems, and communities.
Participants will explore how ecological principles,
systems thinking, and simple in-field soil
assessments can shift farmer mindsets. This session
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will leave attendees encouraged, equipped, and
united around a common goal of helping farmers
and ecosystems thrive.

Ray Archuleta is a certified professional soil scientist
with the Soil Science Society of America and has
over 30 years of experience as a soil conservationist,
water quality specialist, and conservation
agronomist with the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). During his tenure with
the NRCS, Ray served in New Mexico, Missouri,
Oregon, and North Carolina.

Ray received his AS degree in livestock science from
Northern New Mexico College, and a BS degree

in agricultural biology, plus 30 hours of graduate
work in soil related courses, from New Mexico State
University. He served in the Peace Corps for two
years in Guatemala as a livestock specialist.

After his retirement from the NRCS in 2017, Ray
founded Understanding Ag, LLC and Soil Health
Academy to teach biomimicry strategies and
agroecology principles for improving soil function
on a national scale. Ray also owns and operates

a 150-acre farm near Seymour, Missouri, that he
operates along with his wife and family. On his
farm, Ray “practices what he preaches” by faithfully
employing the principles of regenerative farming.

Ray is a native of Espanola, New Mexico. His family
of origin has 400+ year history in northern New
Mexico and the southern Colorado region

SWCS State of the Society Address and Board
Panel Discussion (SWCS Members Luncheon)

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

Join your professional society for a member’s
luncheon and hear how SWCS and its network

of leaders are advancing conservation across the
nation. During lunch, attendees will receive a
briefing on the Society’s latest efforts and initiatives
shaping the future of conservation, the profession,
and the movement.

Following lunch, the SWCS Board of Directors will
take the stage for a moderated discussion exploring

the role of leadership and engagement within SWCS
and how multi-sector leadership and perspectives
strengthen the Society’s impact. Board members
will share what they bring to SWCS, why they serve,
and their vision for the future of conservation and
the profession.

This interactive conversation is an opportunity to
connect, share ideas, and learn how members can
help shape the future of SWCS.

SWCS members will be recognized with a
membership indicator on their name badges. Not a
member yet? Join today! Additional tickets may be
purchased online in advance for nonmembers or
guests or at the registration table if available.

Conservation Concierge Workshop (Partner
Event) (Advance RSVP was Required)

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Lindbergh Room on Lobby Level

The Campbell Foundation and The Commons invite
you to learn about and help develop a key new
conservation tool, the Conservation Concierge™.

In this session, we will demonstrate a new
conservation tool that is designed to assist
conservation professionals in assessing agricultural
lands for enrollment in conservation programs and
simplifying the funding application process.

The session will demonstrate the tool and provide
a forum for engagement in refining, development,
and deployment of the tool. We anticipate this will
be a significant new asset to assist conservation
professionals (and farmers) in accessing adoption
of conservation and funding for implementation.
Drinks will be provided. RSVP was required.

the CAMPBELL
FOUNDATION
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Exhibitor and Poster Reception

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM, Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

This reception offers a prime opportunity to visit
with exhibitors showcasing their newest technology,
programs, products, and services. Attendees will
have the opportunity to view posters and hear from
the authors. This is also a great time to connect with
potential business associates and reconnect with
colleagues. A selection of appetizers will be served,
along with a cash bar.

A ticket for this event is included with full
conference registration. Additional tickets may be
purchased online in advance for guests or at the
registration table if available.

| THE LARGEST
' .| SIZE RANGE IN THE

Stay Connected To
Conservation. Through the
Association of Retired
Conservation Service
Employees (ARCSE)

Get together frequently with members in your area

Keep current with conservation programs and
projects

Offer to'mentor.new. employees

. SUpj:opr_tStudent-intérnships‘ :

Re g_i_1i_ze our Se'n'ior'Conse..rvétionists.
e‘rhbg_ré for outstanding service to their
‘and l.a_e_a‘yér}d !

> Learn abolf volunteer and |

opportunities

 Contribute stories; activities, and photos tothe
national newsletter and.your state representative

Follow us on Facebook

Website: www.arcse.org Join Us!!

Hickenbottom® Increasers & Decreasers
bring even more diversity to each
system!
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Monday, July 27

7:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Registration Desk Open

Second Floor | Grand Foyer

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

Silent Auction Acceptance

Second Floor | Grand Foyer

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

Morning Coffee and Light Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

SWCS Conference Opening - Clare Lindahl, Soil and Water Conservation Society CEO;
Pritchard Keynote Lecture: The Hope in Soil Health - Ray Archuleta, Ray the Soil Guy

Second Floor | Grand Ballroom
C-G

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Morning Break: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

SWCS Emerging Leader Exclusive Training and Access to Keynote Speaker - Ray Archuleta,
Ray the Soil Guy (Invitation Only)

Lobby Level | Broadway

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

CIG Showcase

Conservation Innovation Grants Project Highlights - Leah Hermens, USDA NRCS

Second Floor | Gateway 1

Conservation at the
Confluence

Advancing Mississippi River Basin Nutrient Reductions Through Hypoxia Task Force
Member Actions - Katie Flahive, US EPA

Second Floor | Grand Suite Il

Cultivating
Conservation Technical
Assistance, Community,
and Networks

Achieving Conservation Through Targeting Information, Outreach, and Networking
(ACTION) - Kathy Boomer, FFAR

Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

Ten Partners, Ten Years, One River's Future - Kelly Brown, White River Alliance

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

Regenerative
Agriculture for All Scales
and Systems

Advancing Regenerative Agriculture: Multi-Model Carbon and Nitrogen Outcomes - Yushu

Xia, Columbia University

Lobby Level | Ballpark 3

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

10:30 AM

10:53 AM

11:16 AM

11:39 AM

Second Floor, Gateway
2 | Innovation,
Technology, and Data in
Conservation

Automated Detection
of Field-Scale Tillage,
Planting, and Harvest
Events from Agricultural
Imagery - Muntaha Ateegq,
lowa State University

Harnessing Technology and
Data to Inform On-Farm
Decisions for Saturated

Buffer Design - Ehsan Ghane,

Michigan State University

Mapping Soil Water
Movement for Precision
Conservation Management -
Zamir Libohova, USDA NRCS

XWEPP: A Scalable Framework
for Sub-Field Water Quality
Modeling in Large Agricultural
Watersheds - Dwijaraj Paul
Chowdhury, lowa State
University

Second Floor, Gateway
3 | Regenerative
Agriculture for All Scales
and Systems

Effects of Conservation
Management on Soil Carbon
and Nitrogen Dynamics
During the Transition from
Irrigated to Dryland Forage
Systems - Pratima Poudel,
New Mexico State University

Is Roller Crimping an
Effective Management Tool?
An In-Depth Assessment
of Three On-Farm Trials in
New York and Kentucky -
Aysha Tapp Ross, American
Farmland Trust

More Than Trash: How
Crop Residues Influence
the Nitrogen Cycle - Torey
Colburn, American
Farmland Trust

What Do Mainstream Farmers
Think About Soil Management?
- Marcelle Lewandowski,
University of Minnesota

Second Floor, Gateway
4 | Social Sciences
Informing Conservation

A Gateway to the Rest:
Missouri’s Role in Soil
Conservation History -
Shelby Callaway,
USDA NRCS

A One-Stop Conservation
Shop: Embedding a
Conservation Agronomist in
Ag Retail - Sarah Reilly, The
Nature Conservancy

An Uneven Playing
Field: Power, Risk, and
Farmer Participation in

Environmental Cost-Share
Programs - Melisa Luymes,
Headlands Ag Enviro

County-Level Variations Among
Midwestern Farmers in the Adop-
tion of Conservation Agriculture:

The Role of Macrostructures
and Individual Farm and Farmer

Attributes - Maliha Muhtasim,

The Ohio State University

Second Floor, Gateway
5 | Water Resource
Assessment and
Management

Cotton Production in
Arkansas: A Focus on
Water Quality Impacts -
Trenton Barker, University
of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture

From Forest to Field: Using
SWAT+ to Assess Land Use
Change Impacts on Water
Resources in a Sensitive Water-
shed - Harprabhjot Kaur Dhali-
wal, University of Minnesota

Land-Use and Land-Cover
Change Effects on Stream-
flow in Upper Colorado River
Basin Watersheds Using the
SWAT+ Model - Ali Akram
Niazi, Texas A&M University

Twenty-Six Years of Locally Led
Conservation: The Shell Creek
Watershed Improvement Group
Story - Ryan Chapman, Lower
Platte North NRD

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

SW(CS State of the Society Address and Board Panel Discussion (SWCS Members
Luncheon) (ticket required, additional fees apply for nonmembers and guests)

Second Floor | Grand Ballroom
C-G
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Monday, July 27

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM SYMPOSIA SESSIONS
CIG Showcase Innovations in Irrigation Management - Caroline Sherony, USDA NRCS Second Floor | Gateway 1
Outreach, Education,
and Community Emerging Leaders Lightning Talks - Soil and Water Conservation Society Emerging Leaders Second Floor | Grand Suite IIl
Engagement
Regenerative . . .
-B E - 1:
Outcome-Based CEAP Farm Modeling to Support Regenerative Agriculture — Part 1: Model Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Agriculture for All Scales

and Systems Development and Improvement - Jaehak Jeong, Texas A&M University

The Producer and Place-Based Regenerative Transitions for Landscape-Level Impact - Liz Rice, Indiana Lobby Level | Ballpark 2
the Plot Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts v P
Water Resource Tackling the Nonpoint Source Water Quality Issue: Using EPA Funding to Kickstart Your
Assessment and Watershed Finance Partnership - Emilee Novak, North Dakota Department of Environmental Lobby Level | Ballpark 3
Management Quality
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM ORAL PRESENTATIONS
1:30 PM 1:53 PM 2:16 PM 2:39 PM
Lake Decatur Watershed Large-Scale Watershed Nutrient and Microbial
Improvements Start Local: L T
Management Program: . Contamination Assessment The Mississippi River
Second Floor, Gateway . . Cummins and The Nature ; -
. A Midwest Conservation in Surface Water of the Watershed Partnership -
2 | Conservation at the Conservancy Partner to . R . -
Success Story - Jeff T Kentucky River Basin - Edward | Sierra Schuchard, America's
Confluence Improve the Mississippi River R
Boeckler, Spheros ) Bordoh, Kentucky Watershed Initiative
. and Gulf - Danielle Randles, . .
Environmental State University
The Nature Conservancy
li ial llite-B Mappi . . s
Coup m.g Social and MCCC Cover Crop Tool: Sate. ite ase.d. apping Will Gypsum Addition Aid in
Second Floor, Gateway Ecological Data to : of Yield Stability Under o .
. . ) Answering Is It Too Late to Phytoremediation of Pesticides
3 | Conservation Understand Drivers of Soil Long-Term Cover Crop .
Plant My Cover Crop? - Anna . and Nutrients? A Mesocosm
Models, Tools, and Health on New England . Management - Jose Cesario .
. . ] Morrow, Midwest Cover , . Experiment - Matthew Moore,
Technologies Farms - Kevin Antoszewski, . Pinto, Practical Farmers of
. Crops Council USDA ARS
American Farmland Trust lowa
Cropping System Evaluating the Impact of
Second Floor, Gateway Optimization for Fertilizer Application on Soil National Cover Crop Variety . . .
. . S R . Regenerative Agriculture in
4 | Regenerative Regenerative Semi-Arid and Foliar Nutrient Concen- Improvement and Seed .
. . L ) . the Urban Lawn - Michael
Agriculture for All Scales | Cotton Production - Joseph | trationsin a Temperate Alley | Production Program - Etienne James. Polk SWCD
and Systems Burke, Texas A&M AgriLife Cropping System - Tracy Sutton, University of Missouri ’
Research Campbell, USDA ARS
Assessing Bioavailable Biochar and Compost as Promqtmg Mmerafl- .
Second Floor, Gateway . . Associated Organic Restoration Impacts on
. Phosphorus and Soil Sustainable Amendments . )
5 | Soil Health ) ) . Matter Development in Degraded Meadow Soil and
) Buffering to Support Soil for Soil Health and Water . . B ) -
Resources, Indicators, . . . S Cultivated Histosols Through Microbial Communities
and Water Conservation Functions in a Semi-Arid o .
Assessment, and A o Amendment Applications - - Jordan Freitas, Cal Poly
- Sushant Mehan, South Environment - Prakriti Bista, . . Lo
Management e ) L Mumtahina Riza, University Humboldt
Dakota State University New Mexico State University .
of Central Florida

Second Floor | Arch View

:00 PM - 3:30 PM Aft Break: Exhibit Hall Poster P tati
3:00 3:30 ernoon Break: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM SYMPOSIA SESSIONS
CIG Showcase Innovative Practices for Nutrient Management - Angela Sherman, USDA NRCS Second Floor | Gateway 1
Conservation at the From Policy to Practice at the Confluence: Advancing Water Quality and Quantity in the Second Floor | Grand Suite Il
Confluence Mississippi River Basin - Rachel Owen, SWCS Advisor
Regenerative . . . .
Outcome-Based CEAP Farm Modeling to Support Regenerative Agriculture — Part 2: Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Agriculture for All Scales

Application on a Selected Farm - Limei Ran, USDA NRCS
and Systems

Outreach, Education, and | Cultivating Conservation at the Local Level: People, Partnerships, and Networks - Richard Lobby Level | Ballpark 2
Community Engagement | Stewart, Rock Island SWCD Y P

Innovation, Technology, | 40 Years of Process-based Soil Erosion Research — A National Perspective: What’s Next? - Lobby Level | Ballpark 3
and Data in Conservation | Chris Renschler, USDA ARS Y P
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3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Monday, July 27

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

3:30 PM

3:53 PM

4:16 PM

4:39 PM

Second Floor, Gateway 2
| Conservation Models,
Tools, and Technologies

Equipping Conservation
Professionals and Farmers
with Tools to Deliver Edge-
of-Field Practices at Scale

for Nutrient Reduction

in the Upper Mississippi
River Basin - Keegan Kult,
Ag Drainage Management
Coalition

Mapping Ephemeral Gully
Potential Using Terrain
Indexes - Timothy Sklenar,
lowa State University

Smart Placement,
Measurable Conservation:
Estimating Sediment Load
Reduction - Kelsey Karnish,

lowa State University

Spatial Frameworks for
Sustainable Bioenergy and
Conservation Planning in
Agricultural Landscapes -
Jessica Stephenson,
lowa State University

Second Floor, Gateway 3
| Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

Designing More Effective
Conservation Outreach:
Using a Content Pyramid
to Improve Reach and
Engagement - lan Virtue,
Ontario Soil Network

lllinois Extension's NLRS
Outreach: Engaging Farmers
and Stakeholders for
Nutrient Loss Reduction -
Rachel Curry, University of
Illinois Extension

Social Science Meets Soil
Health: An Education and
Outreach Approach for
Landowners - Catherine
Delong, lowa State University
Extension and Outreach

The Land-Grant University We
Need Today: Bridging the Divide
and Harmonization Between
Academia and Farmers - Linda
Prokopy, University of Vermont

Second Floor, Gateway
4 | Regenerative
Agriculture for All Scales
and Systems

Effects of Soil Tillage and
Nutrient Management on
Weed Abundance During
the Transition to Organic
Grain Production - Sophie
Westbrook, Kansas State
University

Long-Term No-Till Systems

and Soil Hydraulic Properties:

Insights from Temperate
Soils - Humberto Blanco,
University of Nebraska

Stacking Climate-Smart
Agriculture and Pollinator
Conservation to Leverage
Market-Based Incentives -

Anna Murray, Xerces Society

Turning Soil Health Practices
into Measurable and
Monetizable Water Quality
Benefits - Tapasya Babu,
Ecosystem Servics
Market Consortium

Second Floor, Gateway
5 | Water Resource
Assessment and
Management

Applying Adaptive
Management in Feasibility
Studies for Watershed and

Lake Restoration - Rose
Mumbi, ISG

How Biochar Variants Alter
Soil Phosphorus Forms
and Affect Water Quality -
Debolina Chakraborty,
Auburn University

Monitoring Water Quality and
Best Management Practice
Implementation in the Black
Hawk Lake Watershed, lowa -
Kaitlyn Mathews,
lowa State University

Water Harvesting Partners
Project - Jacob Shaffer,
USDA NRCS

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Conservation Concierge Workshop (Partner Event) (RSVP Required)

Lobby Level | Lindbergh Room

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Exhibitor and Poster Reception

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

6:00 PM

Silent Auction Ends

Second Floor | Grand Foyer
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Tuesday, July 28

SCHEDULE EVENTS

7:00 AM -5:00 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration and Merch
Desk Open

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

SWCS Leadership Breakfast
(Invitation Only)

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and Light
Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and
Poster Presentations Open

8:30 AM -10:00 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Opening Remarks and
Plenary Session

10:00 AM -10:30 AM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Morning Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

10:30 AM -11:00 AM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Meet and Greet with USDA
NRCS Chief Colton Buckley
(NRCS Staff Only)

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Awards Luncheon

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Inside NRCS: Priorities,
Progress, and What’s Next

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Afternoon Break:
Exhibit Hall and Poster
Presentations Open

3:00 PM -3:30 PM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Federal Grants Roundtable

3:30 PM -5:00 PM
See pages 33-35

Concurrent Sessions

3:30 PM -5:00 PM
Arch View Ballroom/Grand
Ballroom A-B on Second Floor

Exhibit and Poster Teardown

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

The Diverse Corn Belt |
Growing Resiliency for Farm-
ing’s Future (Partner Event)

Regional Leadership Breakfast
(Invitation Only)

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

This event is for SWCS Board of Directors, staff,
chapter leaders, committee leaders, and Emerging
Leader Program alumni and participants. We’'ll

kick off with an inspiring message showcasing

how leaders are showing up within SWCS, their
professional organization. Then, SWCS leaders from
across the nation will gather by region to discuss
how, together, we can lead through the most
pressing local conservation issues toward solutions.
This dialogue will shape SWCS'’s efforts to provide
resources, build community, and ignite passion

for conservation in the year ahead. By blending

the wisdom of seasoned members with fresh

ideas from emerging leaders, we’ll strengthen our
collective impact.

Opening Remarks and Plenary Session
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

The Tuesday plenary session will be opened by SWCS
Board Chair Ellen Gilinsky, followed by addresses
from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the USDA Agricultural Research
Service (ARS), and wrapped up with this year’s
presentation, “Farmers for Soil Health: Centering the
Farmer in Conservation Programs.”

Presenters: Colton Buckley, USDA NRCS Chief; Jeffrey
Silverstein, USDA ARS Associate Administrator;
Farmers for Soil Health: Centering the Farmer in
Conservation Programs - Michaela McGinn, United
Soybean Board; Brad Doyle, United Soybean Board;
Laurie Isley, United Soybean Board; Ryan Heiniger,
Conservation Technology Information Center

USDA in Action: From Research to Results

Leadership from the USDA NRCS and ARS are invited
to share 2026 agency priorities, key initiatives, and
their vision for the future of conservation.
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Updates will show how research and practice are
being integrated to meet today’s most pressing
needs and advancing a more outcomes-driven,
farmer-centered approach to conservation.

Colton L. Buckley serves
as the 19th chief of the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS), the nation’s
largest private lands
conservation agency.
NRCS supports American
agricultural productivity
throughout the United
States by helping farmers,
ranchers, and private landowners protect and
conserve natural resources on private working lands.
NRCS employees in the field work side-by-side with
producers and partners in every state and territory.
Buckley is the youngest chief in NRCS history.

Buckley is a distinguished leader in private-lands
conservation, most recently appointed by President
Donald J. Trump to serve as associate chief of
NRCS. As associate chief, he directed and oversaw
the agency’s financial and technical assistance
programs, management and strategy, science

and technology, and soil science and resource
assessment deputy areas, in tandem with the
partnerships division. Prior to his appointment as
associate chief, he served as chief of staff for NRCS.

Before joining the Trump-Vance administration,
Buckley was chief executive officer of the National
Association of Resource Conservation and
Development Councils, a national network of
nonprofits that work to promote the conservation,
development, and sustainable use of natural
resources while improving economic conditions in
rural America.

Earlier in his career, he was appointed by Texas
Governor Rick Perry to the Texas A&M University
System Board of Regents, served as an advisor to
the Texas Commissioner of Agriculture, and was a
rural economic developer supporting agricultural
enterprises and small communities.

Raised on his family’s cattle ranch outside
Gatesville, Texas, and as a lifelong outdoorsman, his
work reflects his personal commitment and passion
as a firebrand for keeping America’s working lands
in American working hands.

Buckley holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural
services and development from Tarleton State
University and a master’s degree in communication
from Liberty University. He is a proud alumnus of
Turning Point USA.

Jeff Silverstein started his
career with USDA and the
Agricultural Research
Service in 1997 as a
geneticist and breeder with
the catfish aquaculture
program in Stoneville,
Mississippi. He moved to
the Office of National
Programs in 2007 and
subsequently served as
associate director in the
Southeast Area Office and then as the deputy
administrator for animal production and protection
in the Office of National Programs. In December
2024, he was selected as the associate
administrator for national programs.

Silverstein led ARS teams in the launch of the ARS
Grand Challenge-Synergies program and ARSX, the
breakthrough innovation platform. He has worked
with leading scientists from ARS and around the
world as the co-chair of the Biosafety Level 4
Zoonotic Laboratory Network (BSL4ZNet), the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy
(OSTP) Transboundary Animal Disease Threats
working group, and the OSTP Subcommittee on
Aguaculture. As associate administrator, working
with expert colleagues across agricultural research
fields covering animal and crop science, natural
resources, human nutrition and food safety, he
leads the program development and research
prioritization for the agency.
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Farmers for Soil Health: Centering the Farmer
in Conservation Programs

During this panel, attendees will hear directly
from farmers about what centering them in
conservation really looks like, the messages that
resonate, the incentives that matter, and the
support that turns intention into implementation.

Led by farmer member organizations, the Soy
Checkoff, Pork Checkoff, and the National Corn
Growers Association, “Farmers for Soil Health” is
built on a simple premise: conservation must work
agronomically and economically. The initiative
supports farmers across the United States with
local technical assistance and financial incentives
to adopt soil health practices like cover crops,
while also creating pathways into sustainability
marketplaces that connect growers with supply-
chain partners seeking verified outcomes. This

" 3

Turn Advice into Impact
Explore the Roadmap

Farm advisors—agronomists, retailers, and
consultants—help shape everyday decisions
across millions of acres. Now, there's a clear
path to expand their impact and unlock new
business opportunities.

Download the roadmap and join the
conversation: nature.org/AdvisorRoadmap

© HarlenPerginger

initiative is funded through the Advancing Markets
for Producers (AMP) grant.

By integrating data, science, and traceable metrics,
the program strengthens credibility across the value
chain, without losing sight of the producer at the
center. The ambition is bold and measurable: expand
cover crop adoption to 30 million US acres by 2030,
scaling soil health in a way that protects profitability,
productivity, and long-term resilience.

Michaela McGinn works on
the Sustainable Production
team at the United Soybean
Board where she supports
farmer-facing production

research and conservation-

related efforts for US soybean

farmers. Her work focuses on
connecting practical on-farm needs with research
and resources that support farmer profitability,
resilience, and long-term productivity.

Brad Doyle is a third-
generation farmer who grows
soybeans, rice, wheat, and oats
for seed in Northeast Arkansas.
He also manages his wife’s
soybean breeding program,
cover crop research program,
and family-owned Eagle Seed,
LLC business. He farms with his wife Joyce, son Cody,
and brother-in-law Greg in the Mississippi River
Delta. The farm is 100% flood and furrow irrigated
and has several surface water reservoirs to help
conserve groundwater. Conservation is a major focus
on the farm for water use, soil erosion management,
and wildlife habitat.

Brad is chairman of the Arkansas Soybean Promotion
Board, past president of the American Soybean
Association and Arkansas Soybean Association,
president of the Poinsett County Farm Bureau,

and serves on the Arkansas Farm Bureau board

of directors. He serves on the Mid-South Soybean
board and the NASA Acres FIAT advisory committee.
He has served on the CME Group Agricultural
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Markets Advisory Council, Bayer Advisory Council,
Farm Journal Foundation, Natural Soybean &
Grain Alliance, Discovery Farm, and Solutions from
the Land. This is Brad'’s first year on the board and
currently serves on the Value Action Team in the
Innovation & Technology Priority Area.

Brad is an overall winner of the Conservation
Legacy Award, Arkansas Farm Bureau Stanley
Reed Leadership Award, Walton Family
Conservation Champion, Arkansas State University
Outstanding Alumni Service Award, Dupont Young
Leader Program alumni, and graduate of the USA
Rice Leadership Development Program.

He earned a BSA in Ag Business ‘95 and MSA in
Agronomy ‘01 from Arkansas State University
College of Agriculture in Jonesboro.

Laurie Isley and her husband,
Jim, are fifth-generation
farmers in southeastern
Michigan. Their son, Jake, is
also involved in the
operation and is responsible
for technology and data
management. The Isley’s
grow corn and soybeans and
are committed to sustainability. They use a variety
of conservation tools in their operation. In
addition to their son Jake and his wife LeeAnn, the
Isley’s have two other married children and nine
grandchildren.

Laurie is a retired agri-science teacher and FFA
advisor. She continues to teach part-time. She served
on the Michigan Check-off board for nine years.

This is Laurie’s sixth year on the board. She serves
on the Communication and Education Committee
and leads the Sustainable Production work group
for the Value Action Team.

Ryan Heiniger is the
executive director of the
Conservation Technology
Information Center (CTIC), a
44-year-old member-based
nonprofit focused on
promoting and accelerating
conservation agriculture
practice and technology
adoption. Prior to joining CTIC in 2022, Ryan’s nearly
30-year career has included field and leadership roles
at Farm Journal, Ducks Unlimited, and Pheasants
Forever & Quail Forever. Ryan has a bachelor’s degree
in wildlife biology from lowa State University and also
works as a fourth-generation farmer in southeast
lowa. The farm produces corn and soybean
commodities along the banks of the Mississippi River,
and Ryan has implemented numerous conservation
practices ranging from cover crops, pollinator and
riparian buffer habitat, wetland restoration, and
hardwood forest regeneration. In 2025, Ryan and his
son started Clear Water Cover Crops LLC, a custom
cover crop seeding business to help other farmers
advance their soil health goals. He and his wife are
raising their two kids as the fifth generation near
Burlington, lowa.

Meet and Greet with USDA NRCS Chief
Colton Buckley (NRCS Staff Only)

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM, Broadway on Lobby Level

NRCS staff have an opportunity to hear updates and
visit with Chief Colton Buckley.

Awards Luncheon
12:00 PM - 1:15 PM, Second Floor Grand Ballroom C-G

The Soil and Water Conservation Society is proud to
recognize the recipients of the 2026 SWCS awards and
scholarships. These individuals, organizations, chapters,
and students exemplify excellence in conservation
through their leadership, innovation, service, and
commitment to advancing the stewardship of soil,
water, and related natural resources.
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We are honored to celebrate their
accomplishments and the contributions they
have made to conservation and to the Society.

A ticket for this event is included with full
conference registration and Tuesday-only
registration. Additional tickets may be purchased
online in advance for guests or at the registration
table if available.

Inside NRCS: Priorities, Progress, and
What’s Next

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM, Broadway on Lobby Level

Join NRCS leadership for an update on emerging
agency priorities, including One Farmer—One

File, regenerative agriculture, and other efforts
designed to streamline conservation programs and
better serve producers.

Federal Grants Roundtable
3:00 PM - 3:30 PM, Broadway on Lobby Level

This is a space for those managing and applying
for federal grants to share barriers and
opportunities.

The Diverse Corn Belt | Growing Resiliency
for Farming’s Future (Partner Event)

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Lindbergh Room on Lobby Level

This documentary
explores how three
Midwest farmers
navigate the challenges
and opportunities of
diversifying their
operation beyond
conventional corn and
soybean systems. Through on-the-ground stories
and candid perspectives, it highlights the
economic, environmental, and social factors
shaping decisions on working lands. Grounded in
real-world experience, the film offers a hopeful,
farmer-driven vision for a more resilient
agricultural future.

POST JOBS WHERE
CONSERVATION CAREERS BEGIN

The Soil and Water Conservation Society Career Center
connects employers with qualified, mission-driven professionals
in soil, water, and natural resource conservation.

When you post with SWCS, you:

= Reach a highly targeted conservation audience
« Connect with candidates across public, private, nonprofit,
and academic sectors

= Promote opportunities
within a trusted professional
community

WWW.SWCS.ORG/CAREERS

Use code SWCS26
for 25% off your job listing!

American Farmland Trust
SAVING THE LAND THAT SUSTAINS US

SCANTO
GET A FREE
NO FARMS
NO FOOD®
BUMPER
STICKER

>
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Tuesday, July 28

7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Registration and Merch Desk Open

Second Floor| Grand Foyer

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM

SW(CS Leadership Breakfast (Invitation Only)

Second Floor | Grand Ballroom
C-G

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

Morning Coffee and Light Breakfast: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

Opening Remarks - Ellen Gilinsky, Soil and Water Conservation Society Board Chair; USDA
Remarks - Colton Buckley, USDA NRCS Chief; Jeffrey Silverstein, USDA ARS Associate
Administrator; Farmers for Soil Health: Centering the Farmer in Conservation Programs -
Michaela McGinn, United Soybean Board; Brad Doyle, United Soybean Board; Laurie Isley,
United Soybean Board; Ryan Heiniger, Conservation Technology Information Center

Second Floor | Grand Ballroom
C-G

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Morning Break: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Meet and Greet with USDA NRCS Chief Colton Buckley (NRCS Staff Only)

Lobby Level | Broadway

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

CEAP Showcase

Quantifying Conservation Outcomes - Kevin King, USDA ARS

Second Floor | Gateway 1

Conservation at the
Confluence

Linking Dairy Crop Production to Water Resources: Field-Scale Evidence and Hydrologic In-
sights from the Dairy Soil and Water Regeneration Project - Mara Cloutier, Soil Health Institute

Second Floor | Grand Suite Il

Conservation
Economics and Policy

Stacking the Deck: Coupling Government Funds with Private and Innovative Financing for
Conservation at Scale - Rachel Owen, SWCS Advisor

Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Cultivating
Conservation Technical
Assistance, Community,

and Networks

The Land Stewardship Leadership Academy: An Evidence-Based Curriculum for Equipping
Conservation Professionals in a Corn-on-Corn World - Seth Harden, The Nature Conservancy

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

The Future of Farming: Increasing Adoption of Conservation Practices Among Alabama
Row Crop Farmers - Rishi Prasad, Auburn University

Second Floor | Ballpark 3

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM ORAL PRESENTATIONS
10:30 AM 10:53 AM 11:16 AM 11:39 AM
Short-Term Impacts of -
. . . . Designing Programs for
Manure-Based Conservation Tailwater Recirculation .
Second Floor, Gateway 2 . - Stewardship: Farmer
. Practices on Soil Zinc Influences Water Use - ) .
| Adaptive Management . . . Experiences With Mind the Gate: No Access, No
- Dynamics and Drainage Efficiency and Global . . . .
of Conservation o : . . Conservation Planning and Action - Michaela Lubbers,
) . Water Quality in Maize Warming Potentials of Row . . . ) .
Efforts/Social Sciences . . Program Delivery in New University of Georgia
) . Systems - Xochilth Saldana, Rice - Madhav Dhakal, . .
Informing Conservation L L S T England - Alissa White,
University of Illlinois Urbana- | Mississippi State University .
. American Farmland Trust
Champaign
Audubon Conservation Designing Flexible,
Second Floor, Gateway Ranching: Using Private Outcomes-Based Fundl.ng Soil Health Impacts Crop Tomorrow s Water: How.
. Lands Management to Programs for Regenerative . . Restoring Playas Can Help High
3 | Regenerative . . Yield Across North America . .
. Impact Environmental Dairy Farms: Lessons . Plains Communities - Bernadette
Agriculture for All S . ) - Kade Flynn, Soil Health . o
Scales and Svstems Sustainability - Tara from a Multi-Partner Pilot Institute Mills, Kansas Association of
4 Hohman, Audubon Upper - Lisa McClintock, Dairy Conservation Districts
Mississippi River Management Inc.
Enhance Flood Resiliency
by Protecting Hydrologically Enhancing Floodplain Nitrate Removal Activity Performance of Varied
Second Floor, Gateway Sensitive Areas in Aquifer Recharge Through and Nutrient Content in Microsprinker-Irrigated Bamboo
4 | Water Resource Landscape: A Case of Engineered Wetland Denitrifying Bioreactors as Under Different Nitrogen and
Assessment and Somerset County in New Systems in Drought and Woodchips Age - Niranga Phosphorus Regimes - Davie
Management Jersey - Zeyuan Qiu, Flood-Prone Rural lowa - Wickramarathne, Austin Peay Kadyampakeni, University of
New Jersey Institute of Chuck Brandel, ISG State University Florida
Technology

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

Awards Luncheon

Second Floor | Grand Ballroom
C-G

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM

Inside NRCS: Priorities, Progress, and What's Next

Lobby Level | Broadway
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Tuesday, July 28

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

CEAP Showcase

Legacy Sources: Processses and Conservation Options - Lisa Duriancik, USDA NRCS

Second Floor | Gateway 1

Cultivating
Conservation Technical
Assistance, Community,

and Networks

Accelerating Conservation Through Trusted Farm Advisors: A Collaborative Industry
Roadmap - Luke Petersen, The Nature Conservancy

Second Floor | Grand Suite IIl

Innovation, Technology,

Advancing Conservation and Agronomic Performance Through Technology: Remote

and Data in Sensing Applications for Agricultural Best Management Practice Adoption, Precision Lobby Level | Ballpark 1
Conservation Agronomics, and Compliance - Mary Sutton Carruthers, Syngenta
Regenerative

Agriculture for All
Scales and Systems

Unlocking Diversification Across the Corn Belt: Stakeholder Perspectives on Policy and
Market Opportunities from the Diverse Corn Belt Project - Emily DeaKyne, Purdue University

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

Water Resource
Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in Agricultural Settings: Challenges and
Assessment and Potential Solutions - Matthew Moore, USDA ARS Lobby Level | Ballpark 3
Management
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM ORAL PRESENTATIONS
1:30 PM 1:53 PM 2:16 PM 2:39 PM

Second Floor, Gateway
2 | Conservation at the
Confluence

Conservation at the
Confluence... and Beyond
- Laura Kammin, National
Great Rivers Research and

Education Center

Habitat Matters: Using
Digital Tools to Bridge
Conservation and
Community Across lllinois
- Laura Kammin, National
Great Rivers Research and
Education Center

Leveraging Ag Retail for
Successful Conservation
Programming - Frank
Rademacher, The Nature
Conservancy

Scouting for Volunteers?
Scouting America May Be Your
Match! - Lua Cole, Scouting
America Troop 8053

Second Floor, Gateway
3 | Conservation
Economics and Policy

Biochar Application
Rate and Economic Cost
Calculator - Ben Wiercinski,
American Farmland Trust

Crop and Livestock
Integration in the Midwest:
Does It Pay? - Gabrielle
Bolwerk, University of
Minnesota Extension

Economics of Soil Health in
South Central Nebraska -
Shannon Moeller,

Soil Health Institute

Stages of Farm Profitability After
Soil Health System Adoption in
Georgia Cotton - Jessica Kelton,

Soil Health Institute

Second Floor, Gateway
4 | Conservation
Models, Tools, and
Technologies

Assessing Sediment Sources,
Nutrient Storage, and Long-
Term Sustainability of Farm
Ponds in Southern lowa -
Matthew Streeter,
University of lowa

Cover Crops and Ecosystem
Services: When Does
Planting Rate Pay Off? -
Robert Fowler, University of
Minnesota

Nitrogen Reduction
Estimation for Wetlands
Treating Runoff and
Drainage from Rainfed
Cropland - Christopher Hay,
Hay Water Solutions

The SWAT+ Model Service for
Water, Nutrient, and Carbon
Balance Assessments on
Cultivated Land - Jack Carlson,
Colorado State University

Second Floor, Gateway
5 | Soil Health
Resources, Indicators,
Assessment, and
Management

Building Functional Organic
Grain Systems Under
Southeastern Conditions
- Ravi Teja Neelipally,
University of Tennessee

Do Cover Crops Increase
the Number of Days
Suitable for Fieldwork?
- Roberta Bianchin
Rebesquini, Practical
Farmers of lowa

From Erosion to Resilience:
Integrating Traditional
and Innovative Soil-Water
Conservation Practices to
Sustain Olive Production on
Marginal Mediterranean
Hillsides - Zouheir Massri,
Michigan State University

Soil Health Management to
Support Climate Resilience in
Midwest Row Crop Systems -
Samuel Kwakye, Sand County

Foundation

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Afternoon Break: Exhibit Hall and Poster Presentations Open

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Federal Grants Roundtable

Lobby Level | Broadway

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Exhibit and Poster Teardown

Second Floor | Arch View
Ballroom/Grand Ballroom A-B

81t SWCS International Annual Conference | St. Louis, MO | July 26-29, 2026 | www.swcs.org/26AC




Tuesday, July 28

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

CEAP Showcase

Innovative Tools and Approaches for Assessing Conservation Outcomes - Chris Renschler,

USDA ARS

Second Floor | Gateway 1

Adaptive Management
of Conservation Efforts

From Suppression to Recovery: Rethinking Invasive Plant Management - Raven Sterling,
Raven Invasive Plant Management

Second Floor | Grand Suite IIl

Conservation at the
Confluence

Beyond the Field Edge: Legacy Phosphorus, Lagged Transport, and Streambank Processes
Driving Water Quality in the Mississippi River Basin - Rachel Owen, SWCS Advisor

Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Cultivating
Conservation Technical
Assistance, Community,

and Networks

Implementing Edge-of-Field Conservation Practices: What Are the True Costs and Barriers
and How Do We Overcome Them? - Mary Sahraei, ISG

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

Regenerating Soil and Community: Combining a Relational and Data-Driven Approach to
Accelerate Adoption of Regenerative Agriculture - Jodi Enos-Berlage, Luther College

Lobby Level | Ballpark 3

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

3:30 PM

3:53 PM

4:16 PM

4:39 PM

Second Floor, Gateway
2 | Conservation
Economics and Policy

Advancing Colorado's
Conservation Efforts
Through Tax Credits -
Liza Nguyen, Colorado
Department of Agriculture

Conservation Management
Effects on Nutrient Loads
and Environmental Damage
Cost - Frank Johnson, USDA
ARS

Reframing Conservation
Agriculture for Public Health
- Meredith Niles,
Brown University

Soil Health Practices Reduce
Revenue Risk: Latest Insights
from the Land Core Risk Model -
Aria McLauchlan, Land Core

Second Floor, Gateway
3 | Innovation,
Technology, and Data in
Conservation

Building a National Resource
for Soil Fertility Decisions:
The FRST Approach - Nathan
Slaton, University of
Arkansas

From Data to Action: A
Prioritization Framework
for Effective Nutrient Loss
Reduction - Bin Peng,
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign

Regional Benchmarking
of Soil Health Indicators
to Inform Adaptive
Management - Madeline
Tomé, Soil Health Institute

Nutrient Timing Matters:
Aligning Manure Application
with Crop Demand to Protect

Water Quality - Daniel Andersen,
lowa State University

Second Floor, Gateway
4 | Regenerative
Agriculture for All

Scales and Systems

Assessing Potential Crop
Yields by Increasing Native
Pollinator Habitat on
Photovoltaic Farms - Audra
Hinson, USDA ARS

Grain Sorghum Production
in the Solar Corridor
Cropping System for

Livestock Utilization - Tim
Reinbott, University of
Missouri

Managing Soil in High
Tunnel Production Systems:
Field Day Feedback for
Implementing Practical
Solutions for Broader
Adoption - Katrina Seaman,
Tennessee State University

Second Floor, Gateway
5 | Water Resource
Assessment and
Management

From Design to Function:
Evaluating Water Quality
Pond Performance - Isis
Scott, Kansas State
University

From Tile to Tap: How
Farm-Based Wetlands Can
Protect Urban Drinking
Water - Jill Kostel, The
Wetlands Initiative

Improving Late-Season
Drought Resistance and
Associated Soil Health
Parameters Utilizing Cover
Crops Among Cultivated
Forage Species - James
Burke, University of Arkansas

Supplemental Irrigation from
On-Farm Water Capture and
Reuse Systems Improves Corn
Resilience to Drought in North
Carolina - Mohamed Youssef,
North Carolina State University

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

The Diverse Corn Belt | Growing Resiliency for Farming’s Future (Partner Event) (All

Attendees Welcome)

Lobby Level | Lindbergh Room
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Wednesday, July 29

SCHEDULE

7:00 AM -12:30 PM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Registration and Merch
Desk Open

7:00 AM - 7:45 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Morning Coffee and
Light Breakfast

7:45 AM - 8:45 AM
Grand Ballroom C-G on
Second Floor

Plenary Session and
Closing Remarks

9:00 AM -10:30 AM
Broadway on Lobby Level

Emerging Leaders
Roundtable Session
(Invitation Only)

9:00 AM -10:30 AM
See pages 38-39

Concurrent Sessions

10:30 AM -11:00 AM
Grand Foyer on Second Floor

Morning Break

11:00 AM -12:30 PM
See pages 38-39

Concurrent Sessions

11:00 AM -12:30 PM
Lindbergh Room on
Lobby Level

Association of Retired
Conservation Service
Employees (ARCSE) Annual
Meeting (Partner Event)

12:30 PM

Conference Adjourns

1:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Meet in Grand Foyer on the
Second Floor at 1:15 PM

*Tour 1: Regenerative
Grazing on Working Land
Farm Tour

1:30 PM -5:30 PM
Meet in Grand Foyer on the
Second Floor at 1:15 PM

*Tour 2: Streamside to
Taproom Walking Tour

*Not included in standard registrations. Additional cost and

ticket(s) required to attend.

EVENTS

Conservation Through the Generations

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM, Grand Ballroom C-G on Second Floor

The Association of Retired Conservation Service
Employees (ARCSE), an organization comprised
of retired employees of the Natural Resources

Conservation Service (NRCS) and its predecessor, the
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), is aligning with the
USDA Freedom 250 initiative, part of the nationwide
celebration marking the 250th anniversary of
American independence in 2026. As part of this
effort, ARCSE will host a special general session and
networking breakfast during the SWCS International
Annual Conference, bringing together past and
present conservation leaders to recognize the legacy
of conservation in the United States.

The program will feature reflections on the history
and future of conservation, and current and former
chiefs of NRCS have been invited to participate

in the discussion. The gathering will provide an
opportunity for retired and active conservation
professionals to connect, celebrate the enduring
mission of conservation, and honor the people who
have helped shape it. Join ARCSE for a “Mentoring
and More: Leadership, Followership and the Future
of Conservation” session from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
and their annual meeting from 10:30 AM to 12:00
PM to continue the conversations.

The plenary session will end with closing remarks by
SWCS CEO Clare Lindahl.

Association of Retired Conservation Service
Employees (ARCSE) Annual Meeting
(Partner Event)

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM, Lindbergh Room on Lobby Level
(This meeting will be held both in person and via Zoom)

The annual meeting is open
to Association members
and others interested in
learning more about
organization. Leaders from
NRCS, SWCS, ARCSE, and
other organizations have been invited to speak on
topics involving conservation policy and program
direction, project updates, and other priority
interests. The ARCSE Awards Ceremony will be held
during the meeting to honor award recipients for
distinguished service, community service, and
meritorious service.

Association Of Retired Conservation
Service Employees

36 81t SWCS International Annual Conference | St. Louis, MO | July 26-29, 2026 | www.swcs.org/26AC



View the ARCSE Meeting Agenda at www.swcs.
org/26ACPartners.

Conservation Tours

All tour participants should meet in the Grand Foyer
on the Second Floor at least 15 minutes before the
departure times listed. Tours will leave on time.

Roll call will be taken prior to departure, and SWCS
staff and volunteers will make every effort to ensure
all participants are on the bus. However, due to
transportation scheduling, buses will not be held for
those arriving late, and refunds will not be issued
for missing the tour.

Tour 1: Regenerative Grazing on Working Land
Farm Tour

1:30 PM - 6:00 PM

If you want to see regenerative agriculture working
in real time, not just talked about on a stage, this
farm tour is for you!

During this tour, in partnership with Lincoln
University and University of Missouri Extension,
attendees will hear how farmers and researchers
are collaborating to implement, measure, and
manage soil health principles. Farmers are looking
for ways to build soil health, extend grazing
seasons, reduce purchased feed, and strengthen
their bottom line, all while meeting increasing
environmental expectations. This innovative project
in Truxton, Missouri, brings those goals together
through a Conservation Innovation Grant supported
by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service. The focus: using grain sorghum as a fall and
winter forage for cattle and sheep as part of a year-
round grazing system designed to improve both
economic and ecological resilience.

What makes this operation stand out is the blend

of research and practice. You’ll hear directly from
the producers implementing the system and learn
how researchers are measuring outcomes, from soil
health and ground cover to livestock performance
and system economics. It’s a rare opportunity to see
how regenerative principles like continuous living
cover, diversified rotations, and integrated livestock
actually function.

Next, participants will visit Harry Cope’s farm, a
Leopold Conservation Award winner. If you want

to understand how conservation professionals can
support systems that truly work for producers,

this tour offers something you won’t get from a
conference stage. It shows how innovation moves
from grant concept to field implementation, how
farmers and researchers learn together, and how soil
health and profitability can reinforce one another.

View the Tour 1 Agenda at www.swcs.org/26ACTours.

Tour 2: Streamside to Taproom Walking Tour
1:30 PM - 5:30 PM

Join Charlie Cole—SWCS member, Emerging Leader
Program alumnus, and international award-winning
brewmaster—on a walk to explore how water and
agriculture shape one of the world’s most iconic
beverages. Participants will also receive practical
insight on how to build community around local
grains, brews, and establishments to advance their
own natural resource goals. The tour will also
include some local history of St. Louis.

During this experience, attendees will walk to 4 Hands
Brewing. The walk is approximate one mile each way
and passes Busch Stadium, the Old Courthouse, and
several lesser-known historical landmarks. Along this
walk through St. Louis, Charlie will share his expertise
in brewing, conservation, and community building.
He'll offer a brief history of how water, grains, hops,
and yeast come together to create beer, and how

he connected the nation’s most popular beverage

to conservation through his SWCS Conservation
Event Planner Certification by launching Kegs for
Conservation. Sold as “Not Your Grandfather’s Field
Day,” Kegs for Conservation explored the agricultural
connections behind beer ingredients and the
innovative ways they are being grown and brewed
with a focus on conservation and sustainability.

Part community organizing master class, part
conservation storytelling—where beer begins in the
soil and ends in your glass. Don’t miss it! This is an
active walking tour, so bring comfortable footwear.

View the Tour 2 Agenda at www.swcs.org/26ACTours.
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Wednesday, July 29

7:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Registration and Merch Desk Open

Second Floor | Grand Foyer

7:00 AM - 7:45 AM

Morning Coffee and Light Breakfast

Second Floor | Grand Foyer

7:45 AM - 8:45 AM

Conservation Through the Generations - USDA NRCS Chief Colton Buckley and Former USDA
NRCS Chiefs; Closing Remarks - Clare Lindahl, Soil and Water Conservation Society CEO

Second Floor | Grand
Ballroom C-G

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Emerging Leaders Roundtable Session (Invitation Only)

Lobby Level | Broadway

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

Adaptive Management
of Conservation Efforts

Delivering Healthy Native Ecosystems: Advocating for Quality and Value in Ecological
Restoration - Jack Pizzo, Pizzo Group

Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Conservation at the
Confluence

Advancing Renewable Energy Through Sustainable Agriculture: Transformational
Opportunities in Livestock and Cropping Systems - Sara Parker Pauley, Former Director of the
Missouri Department of Conservation

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

Cultivating
Conservation
Technical Assistance,

Mentoring and More: Leadership, Followership, and the Future of Conservation - Cheryl

Lobby Level | Ballpark 3

K Simmons, ARCSE
Community, and
Networks
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM ORAL PRESENTATIONS
9:00 AM 9:23 AM 9:46 AM 10:09 AM

Second Floor, Gateway
1| Innovation,
Technology, and Data
in Conservation

High Clearance Robotic
Irrigation Impacts on
Soybean and Corn Yield
and Nutrient Application -
Andrew Klopfenstein, The
Ohio State University

Managing Cover Crop
Termination in Minnesota
for Biomass and Yield
Qutcomes - Murad Ellafi,
University of Minnesota

Profitable Conservation
Around the Margins:
Integrating Edge-of-Field
Practices into Production
Systems to Deliver Economic
and Conservation Outcomes
- Seth Harden, The Nature
Conservancy

Quantifying Nitrous Oxide
Emission Factors across
Agroecosystems Along a
Conservation-Intensity
Gradient - Nithya Rajan,
Texas A&M Agrillfe Research

Second Floor,
Gateway 2 |
Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

Conservation in an
Urbanizing Coastal
Landscape Through Nature
Preserve Programming -
Leslie Gahagan, City of Foley,
Alabama

Farmer-Led Advances in Soil

Health: Roadmap to Success

- Morgan Cauble, American
Farmland Trust

Shell Creek Watershed
Monitoring Project: High
School Student Volunteer
Monitoring - Students from
Newman Grove and Schuyler
Schools

Youth Opportunities in Soil
and Water Conservation
within Indian Country -
Whitney Nelson, Indigenous
Food and Agriculture
Initiative

Second Floor, Gateway
3 | Regenerative
Agriculture for All

Scales and Systems/

Soil Health Resources,

Indicators, Assessment,
and Management

Biochar Applications for
Systems-level Regeneration
with (Re)wilding - Stephanie

Santell, (Re)wilding

On-Farm Progress Toward
Soil Health Potential in
Southern US Row Crops -
Dianna Bagnall, Soil Health
Institute

Economics of Soil Health
Management Systems Across
the US Cotton Belt - Emily
Ball, Soil Health Institute

Soil Health Response of
Transitioning Traditional Row
Crops to Perennial Forage
Systems - Hector Valencia,
Texas A&M Agrilife

Second Floor,
Gateway 4 | Social
Sciences Informing

Conservation

Mapping the Flow of
Conservation Information
Across Wisconsin Farming

Communities: Evidence
From a Social Network
Analysis - Chloe Wardropper,
University of Illlinois

Remaking Climate Disaster
Relief Programs for New
England - Sara Kelemen,

American Farmland Trust

Survey Snapshot: Key Results
From the National
Agroforestry Producer
Survey - Gary Bentrup, USDA
National Agroforestry Center

When Climate-Smart
Means Different Things:
(Mis)Alignment Between
Consumer Expectations and
Farm-Level Feasibility in US
Dairy - Lauren Hunt, Brown
University

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Morning Break

Second Floor | Grand Foyer

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Association of Retired Conservation Service Employees (ARCSE) Annual Meeting (Partner
Event) (All Attendees Welcome)

Lobby Level | Lindbergh
Room
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Wednesday, July 29

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

SYMPOSIA SESSIONS

Conservation
Economics and Policy

Scaling-Up Conservation: Alternative Financial Incentives Led by Local Farmer Networks -
Haleigh Summers, Sand County Foundation

Lobby Level | Ballpark 1

Water Resource
Assessment
and Management

Improving Water Quality, Quantity, and Resilience Through Drainage Water Recycling: From
Assessment to Implementation - Emily Perrott, ISG

Lobby Level | Ballpark 2

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

11:00 AM

11:23 AM

11:46 AM

12:09 PM

Second Floor, Gateway
1 | Conservation
at the Confluence/
Conservation
Models, Tools, and
Technologies

Heavy Metals in Runoff and
Seepage Water From an
Agricultural Field Amended
With Biochar and Animal
Manure - George Antonious,
Kentucky State University

Integrated Soil Fertility Man-
agement Strategies Improve
Soil Fertility and Maize
Yield Stability in Semi-Arid
Agro-Ecosystems: Evidence
From an Ongoing Long-Term
Experiment - Daniel Mugen-
di, University of Embu

Engaging Farmers in
Developing a Conservation
Strategy - Caroline Harper,

The Campbell Foundation

Evaluation of the Impact
of Growth-Stage-Based
Deficit Irrigation Strategies
on Peanut Yield in Alabama
- Brenda Ortiz, Auburn
University

Second Floor, Gateway
2 | Cultivating
Conservation

Technical Assistance,
Community, and
Networks

Beyond Cost-Share:
Reimagining Technical
Assistance for Conservation
at Scale - Adam Reimer,
National Wildlife Federation

Lessons Learned from
Delivering Conservation
Technical Assistance Across
20 States - Odiney Alvarez-
Campos, Soil Health Institute

The Emergence of the
Conservation Agronomist
Profession: Current Context
and Future Outlook - Oliver
Nell, lowa State University

Who Will Answer Their
Questions? A Mixed-
Methods Study on
Supporting the Research
Needs of Producers
Innovating in Soil Health -
Lauren Hafford, Colorado
State University

Second Floor,
Gateway 3 |
Outreach, Education,
and Community
Engagement

Promoting and Developing
Georgia Aquaculture -
Lawrence Risse, University of
Georgia

The Duley-Miller Plots: The
Pioneer of Soil and Water
Conservation - Tim Reinbott,
University of Missouri

The Impacts of Pocket
Change: Integrating Outreach
to Enhance Unconventional
Conservation in the Midwest
Through Urban Agriculture
Mini-Grants - Annalise Lallana,
American Farmland Trust

The Power of Conservation
Partnerships: Examining
the High Plains REPI Project
- Kendra Young, National
Grazing Lands Coalition

Second Floor, Gateway
4 | Soil Health
Resources, Indicators,
Assessment, and
Management

Conservation Tillage and
Cover Crops Improve
Soil Health and Water

Conservation in Mississippi
Delta Cotton Production -
Mary Bakare, Mississippi

State University

Improving Soil Health with
Agroforestry - Stephen
Anderson, University of

Missouri

Sanborn Field: Soil Health
Differences 138 Years in
the Making - Tim Reinbott,
University of Missouri

Soil Health and Economic
Assessment for Farmland
Protection - Gillian Chesnut,
Delta Institute

Second Floor, Gateway
5 | The Producer and
the Plot

Empowering Farmers
Through On-Farm Research:
How Farmer-Led Trials
Improve Conservation
Practices and Decision-
Making - Stefan Gailans,
Practical Farmers of lowa

Flourish: Farmers Leading
Our United Revolution in
Soil Health - Diana Salguero,
Palouse Conservation
District

Land Stewardship:
Agrivoltaics for Farm
Resilience - Davina Bryan,
Farm To Power

Navigating Practical Barriers:
Methods and Lessons
Learned From Biochar

Application for On-Farm
Trials - Caro Roszell,
American Farmland Trust

1:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Tour 1: Regenerative Grazing on Working Land Farm Tour (ticket required, additional fees

apply) (meet at 1:15 PM)

Meet in Second Floor
Grand Foyer

1:30 PM - 5:30 PM

Tour 2: Streamside to Taproom Walking Tour (ticket required, additional fees apply)

(meet at 1:15 PM)

Meet in Second Floor
Grand Foyer
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Sﬂll. Enrollment now open!
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Is this program

Why Enroll? for you?

« Receive $35 per acre, per year Eligible corn and soybean

farmers in 20 states:
Delaware, lllinois, Indiana,
lowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, New York, North
Carolina, North Dakota,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, South
Dakota, Tennessee,
Virginia and Wisconsin.

- Renewable one-year contracts

« One-on-one support from local Technical
Advisors

Scan Here
to Enroll!
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2026 SWCS Awards and Scholarships

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Legacy of Conservation Award

Presented in honor of an individual whose lifetime of service
and commitment to conservation has left an enduring mark
on the field. This recognition celebrates those whose work,
leadership, and generosity continue to inspire progress and
shape the future of soil and water conservation.

William Boyer

William Boyer was a dedicated
conservationist and longtime
champion of soil and water
stewardship. For 36 years, he
served with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), working with farmers and
landowners across Pennsylvania
and Maryland to implement and
adapt erosion control practices. He also held several
roles in the NRCS national office in Washington, DC,
before retiring in 2014. A longtime SWCS member, Boyer
valued the Society’s educational, leadership
development, and networking opportunities. He was an
active participant in SWCS and served as chair of the
Board of Directors from 2010 to 2012. SWCS recognized
his contributions with the President’s Citation Award in
1992, the Chair’s Leadership Award in 2003, and the
Outstanding Service Award in 2003 and 2008. In 2025,
Boyer made a generous donation to support SWCS'’s
mission, programs, and career support that advance the
future of agriculture and conservation. SWCS is honored
to continue his legacy and celebrate the lasting impact
he has had on the conservation field and the Society.

John Peterson

John Peterson was a tireless
advocate for natural resource
conservation whose four decades
of public service, policy leadership,
and professional expertise
profoundly shaped the field. In his
40-year career at the USDA, he led
watershed projects across
Minnesota, Ohio, Indiana, and
Arizona; he later served in

Washington, DC, in the Senior Executive Service as
assistant chief of the Soil Conservation Service and
deputy chief for administration. He founded KEMPS
Consultants Inc. in 1994, offering expertise in natural
resources public policy, water resources, and erosion and
sediment control. For 10 years, he served as executive
director of the National Watershed Coalition and its
representative in Washington, DC, where he played a
major role in the passing of the Small Watershed
Rehabilitation Act of 2000—the first major USDA water
resources legislation in over 22 years. Peterson was
recognized internationally for his expertise in watershed
planning and dam safety and directed USDA’s Watershed
Programs for six years. He also served as a locally elected
director and chairman of the board of the Northern
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District in Fairfax
County, Virginia. Peterson received the SWCS Fellow
Award in 1993 and the Chair’s Leadership Award in 2019.
He was a longtime advisor to SWCS, guiding multiple
CEOs, board members, and staff on history, industry
trends, and policy. SWCS is deeply honored to recognize
John Peterson as a Legacy of Conservation Award
recipient, celebrating a life devoted to conservation.

Chair’s Leadership Award

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to
carry out the goals and objectives of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society.

California-Nevada Chapter

SWCS extends its sincere

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER
appreciation to the California-
Nevada Chapter for its role as host
o of the 80th SWCS International
SOIL . Annual Conference in Costa Mesa
AND WATER I.f” e I' e
CONSERVATION California. Chapter leaders playe
SOCIETY an integral part in shaping the

attendee experience, including
helping to organize field tours, serving as ambassadors,
and sharing local insights and resources that enhanced
the event. In addition, the chapter led a successful silent
auction to support ongoing programming and
educational efforts. SWCS is grateful for the chapter’s
commitment, leadership, and continued contributions to
advancing conservation.
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Keith Berns

Keith Berns is recognized for his
leadership within SWCS, his
commitment to conservation
education, and his dedicated service
to the Society at the local, regional,
and national levels. A longtime SWCS
member and conservation leader,
Berns joined the SWCS Board of
Directors in 2020 and served two full
terms, including several years on the Executive
Committee. He is co-owner and sales and marketing
manager of Green Cover Seed, a nationally recognized
cover crop business. A farmer and educator with a
master’s degree in agricultural education, he is widely
respected for his philosophy to educate first—a principle
that has shaped both his professional work and his
leadership within SWCS, especially as a Nebraska Chapter
leader. Throughout his service, Berns played a key role in
identifying and recruiting impactful general session and
webinar speakers, helping strengthen educational
programming for SWCS members and conference
attendees. He also hosted several highly attended
webinars and supported conservation awareness through
gifts of wildflower, cover crop, and pollinator habitat seed
for the SWCS headquarters office. Known for his
generosity, thoughtful leadership, and willingness to
serve, Keith Berns has consistently offered his time,
expertise, and support to SWCS and its members.

Meg Leader

Meg Leader is recognized for her
leadership in conservation, her service
to SWCS, and her commitment to
mentoring the next generation of
conservation professionals. Originally a
farm kid from Upstate New York and a
longtime Indiana resident, her career
has focused on advancing practical
conservation efforts at the local, state, and national levels.
Leader has served in leadership roles with local soil and
water conservation district programs, the Indiana State
Department of Agriculture as director of soil health, the
National Association of Conservation Districts, and now
Resilient Indiana. A dedicated SWCS member and chapter
leader, she is a regular conference volunteer and presenter
and has been a strong advocate for the SWCS Emerging
Leaders Program, helping connect conservation profes-
sionals in Indiana to leadership development opportuni-
ties. SWCS proudly recognizes Meg Leader for her lasting
contributions to conservation and the future of the Society.

Harold and Kay Scholl Excellence in
Conservation Award

In recognition of individuals who work on the ground
to provide direct and personal delivery or conservation
planning and technical assistance.

Stephen Kennedy

Stephen Kennedy is a retired USDA
NRCS member who has greatly
impacted the local communities of
his servicing office. He spent 21
years with the agency advancing
the conservation efforts within
Nemaha County, Nebraska, and
has secured over 26 million dollars
in federal funding for this county.
One of his most notable achievements was coordinating
erosion control measures across 9,500 acres, which
involved multiple meetings with the local community and
partners. Kennedy was the main member who facilitated
these meetings, and in the end, was able to secure the
required funding for 44 landowners to complete the
project. Other notable projects that he worked on focused
on soil health, livestock management, and wildlife habitat,
spanning over 1,900 contracts that he authored. From this
effort and many more that were conducted over his time
with NRCS, Stephen Kennedy was selected for the Harold
and Kay Scholl Excellence in Conservation Award.

Conservation Research Award

In recognition of Society members or teams of members
whose research has led to exceptional improvements in soil
conservation, water conservation, and/or related natural
resources research.

Davie Kadyampakeni

Davie Kadyampakeni is the
associate professor of soil, water
and ecosystem science at the
University of Florida. His research
expertise lies in agricultural
systems modeling, crop
production/improvement, climate
adaption/resilience,
environmental quality, and natural
resources management. He has
published more than 250 papers on soil and water
conservation research in refereed journals, conference
proceedings, trade journal articles, and extension
bulletins, with nearly 2,000 citations of his work in the
last 15 years.
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Bin Peng

{ Bin Peng is a tenure-track assistant
professor leading the Water,
Agriculture, and Conservation
Innovation Lab at the Department of
Crop Science, University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign. His core
research interests center around
unraveling the complexities of water, nutrient, and
carbon cycles within diverse agricultural landscapes and
their interconnectedness with agricultural production
and environmental quality (such as water quantity and
quality, GHG emissions, and soil health). He has
published 90 peer-reviewed journal papers that have
been cited over 6,000 times.

John Ramirez-Avila

John Ramirez-Avila is an associate
professor and graduate coordinator
for Watersheds and Water Quality
Research Lab at Mississippi State
University. He has contributed

to soil and water conservation
through applied hydrology,
watershed management, nutrient
risk assessment, modeling-based
decision support, and mentoring future conservation
professionals for more than 20 years. His work is used
by NRCS, the US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ), and regional watershed partnerships, and his
international collaborations in Ecuador and Peru extend
these conservation principles to sustainable irrigation,
restoration of degraded Amazonian landscapes, and flood-
risk assessment in vulnerable riverine communities.

Conservation Professional of the Year Award

Presented in recognition of outstanding accomplishments
in practicing and advancing the science and art of
natural resource conservation.

John Ramirez Avila

John Ramirez Avila is a certified professional hydrologist
and an associate professor at Mississippi State University
(MSU) who, for over 25 years, has been working on soil and
water conservation within the United States and abroad.

He is a lead within the Watershed and Water Quality
Research Lab at MSU, which monitors watershed conditions
and supports stream and wetland restoration designs.
Along with this, he has also helped refine tools related to
nutrient-risk assessment and has assisted with revising the

hydrology portion of the USDA NRCS National Engineering
Handbook. Outside of the United States, he worked with
partners in Ecuador and Peru, assisting with planning
sustainable irrigation, flood-risk assessment for Amazon
River communities, and many more incredible projects.
For these accomplishments and efforts John Ramirez Avila
has performed over the years, he was selected for the
Conservation Professional of the Year Award.

Society Service Award

In recognition of Society members for service to their
chapter or to the Society.

Kent Bohnhoff

Kent Bohnhoff is a longtime member of
SWCS and has devoted his entire
career to natural resource
conservation. From growing up on a
farm, to serving with NRCS, to
operating his own family farm,
agriculture has shaped both his
personal and professional life. After
retiring, Bohnhoff continued his service as a consultant
for multiple organizations and has also written soil
health success stories for the American Farmland Trust.
He has held numerous leadership roles within the SWCS
[llinois Chapter and has been an active supporter—
serving on planning committees, coordinating meetings,
moderating sessions, assisting with registration, and
promoting events. According to his nominator, Krista
Kirkham of The Nature Conservancy, Bohnhoff inspired
her to join SWCS and continues to mentor many in the
[llinois conservation community. He is a well-deserving
recipient of the Society Service Award.

Krista Bryan

Krista Bryan, though now living in
Wisconsin, continues to actively
support the SWCS North Dakota
Chapter by attending meetings
and contributing whenever
possible. During her time in North
Dakota, she helped organize and
host multiple annual technical and business meetings
and served as a presenter when needed. Bryan was
instrumental in launching and coordinating the North
Dakota Chapter webinar series and guided the chapter
through adopting new digital platforms. She also
encourages others by submitting several colleagues for
various national awards. According to the chapter
president, Bryan is a trusted and valuable resource to
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the soil and water conservation community and is the
go-to person who almost always says “yes” when help is
needed. For her consistent dedication and leadership,
Krista Bryan is a deserving recipient of the Society
Service Award.

Teresa Matteson

Teresa Matteson is a member of
the SWCS Oregon Chapter and has
been a passionate advocate for
soil health for many years. Her
chapter president, Will Fett,
describes her as a motivating
force whose dedication to SWCS
and natural resource conservation
inspires others—often with her signature phrase, “Soil
rocks and so do you!” Matteson has served as chapter
secretary/treasurer for many years and was instrumental
in keeping the chapter connected during the COVID-19
pandemic. She manages the website, required legal filings,
and finances, while also coordinating guest speakers for
meetings and field days. Known for arriving early, staying
late, and always showing up with a smile and a spread of
snacks and beverages, Teresa Matteson continually goes
above and beyond. She is highly deserving of the Society
Service Award.

Fellow Award

In recognition of SWCS members who have performed
exceptional service in advocating the conservation

of soil, water, and related natural resources.
Fellowship is an honor bestowed upon the best in the
conservation profession.

C. Wayne Honeycutt

Wayne Honeycutt’s research,
service, and leadership have
significantly advanced soil health,
establishing it as a crucial

the world’s most urgent natural
resource conservation challenges.
He has authored invited book
chapters, served on key
assignments for the US Senate
and USDA National Program Staff, advised various
organizations on regenerative and sustainability
initiatives, and delivered an invited briefing to the US
Congress focused on soil health. During his time with the
USDA NRCS, he served as deputy chief for science and
technology, where he led the inaugural NRCS soil health

foundation for addressing many of

campaign. This launched the soil health movement
within the NRCS, while increasing awareness and
enthusiasm for soil health among farmers and many
others. In addition, Honeycutt established the USDA
NRCS Soil Health Division, a critical division of the NRCS,
where a national network of scientists and
conservationists serve as educational resources for NRCS
and its stakeholders. In 2015, Honeycutt was appointed
the founding president and CEO of the Soil Health
Institute, which today is leading efforts to address key
priorities for soil health practice adoption,
measurements, research, education, communications,
and policy. Wayne Honeycutt has been a member of the
Soil and Water Conservation Society for 15 years. His
outstanding service and contributions make him a highly
deserving SWCS Fellow.

Zeyuan Qui

Zeyuan Qiu has more than three
decades of pioneering contributions
to soil and water conservation
science, advancing watershed
planning, nonpoint source pollution
control, precision conservation, and
hydrology-driven buffer design. His
innovative integration of GIS,
hydrologic modeling, and economic analysis has shaped
conservation practices nationally and internationally. A
long-standing SWCS leader, Qiu has provided exceptional
service through editorial leadership, national workshop
participation, and sustained program guidance. Widely
published and highly cited, his work continues to
influence conservation policy and implementation.
Zeyuan Qiu’s exemplary scholarship, leadership, and
impact make him a truly deserving SWCS Fellow.

’\/
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Hugh Hammond Bennett Award

The Society’s most prestigious award recognizes extraordinary accomplishments in the conservation of
soil, water, and related natural resources.

Rob Myers

Rob Myers has been awarded the 2026 Hugh Hammond Bennett Award in
recognition of his exemplary leadership, long-standing service to the conservation
community, and his influential work advancing the use of cover crops that spans
extensive educational, research, and policy efforts.

Myers currently serves as a director of the Center for Regenerative Agriculture
and as professor of plant sciences at the University of Missouri. He has also been
a past regional and national director with the USDA Sustainable Agriculture
Research and Education (SARE) program.

Throughout his career, Myers has been a national leader in expanding the
adoption of cover crops and soil health practices. He has produced widely used
educational resources, including the Living Soil documentary, which has reached
more than 4.4 million viewers. He also developed a national cover crop training
program for more than 800 agricultural professionals.

Myers has played a vital role in shaping cover crop and soil health policy. Notably, he convened a national working
group that led to the USDA adopting key soil health recommendations, including enhancements to crop insurance
provisions for cover crops and new funding to support cover crop breeding.

As a scholar, Myers has authored or coauthored 154 publications related to conservation. He was the sole
author of the reference book, Cover Crops: Improving Life on the Land, and served as a lead author of the
USDA-SARE national report titled Cover Crop Economics.

Myers played a central role in organizing the first and second national conferences on cover crops and soil
health, securing more than US$500,000 in support to make these landmark events possible. He has also
contributed to the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation as a lead author and coauthor on submitted papers,
one of which won the 2023 Editor’s Choice Award. He was also honored by SWCS with the Chair’s Leadership
Award in 2014 and 2018 and the Fellow Award in 2024.

Rob Myers’ excellent leadership, scholarship, and service embody the values of the Hugh Hammond Bennett
Award, and SWCS is proud to honor him as the 2026 recipient.

JOURNAL OF SOIL AND WATER the Context of Farmland Tenure.” Journal of Soil
CONSERVATION AWARDS and Water Conservation 76 (1):89-102. https://doi.

org/10.2489/jswc.2021.0019.
Best Research Paper for Impact and

Quality Award Editor’s Choice Award
In recognition for the impact and quality of a research In recognition of an article of excellence appearing
paper published in the Journal of Soil and Water in the “A” Section of the Journal of Soil and Water
Conservation in the previous five years. Conservation in the previous year.
H. Leonhardt, M. Braito, and M. Penker. 2021. “Why R. C. Corry, J. lverson Nassauer, R. M. Cruse, and
Do Farmers Care about Rented Land? Investigating M. V. Santelmann. 2025. “Conservation Practices in
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2025 Scenarios: Implications for Future US Agricultural
Policy.” Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 80 (3):
207-216. https://doi.org/10.1080/00224561.2025.25
27556.

Editor’s Choice Honorable Mention

B. M. McGill, and J. Brokish. 2025. “Nonlegume Cover
Crops Generally Show No Effect on Soil Nitrous Oxide
Emissions in Temperate Row Crops Globally, but Long-
Term Studies Needed in lllinois.” Journal of Soil and
Water Conservation 80 (5): 507-513. https://doi.org/1
0.1080/00224561.2025.2559443.

Associate Editor Excellence Award

In recognition of associate editors for their contributions
to the success and development of the Journal of Soil and
Water Conservation.

David Archer

David Archer (Northern Great Plains
Research Laboratory, USDA Agricultural
Research Service) joined the JSSWC'’s
Editorial Board as an associate editor
in 2021, after many years of serving as
an external reviewer. During his
tenure, he has consistently delivered
timely and thoughtful feedback to
contributors, helping to maintain the journal’s high-quality
standards. His expertise, particularly in agricultural and
environmental/natural resource economics, has greatly
benefited the journal’s ability to expand its offerings in
social science and economics research.

Rachid Mrabet

Rachid Mrabet (Institut National de la
Recherche Agronomique, Rabat,
Morocco) has served as an associate
editor on JSWC’s Editorial Board for
nine years. During that time, he has
managed the review of 18
manuscripts on a wide array of
conservation topics, including
agronomy, agroecology, and soil quality. In addition, he
has been a dedicated contributor to the broader work of
the Editorial Board, including serving for four years on
the journal’s Awards Committee for Best Research Paper
for Impact and Quality.

GROUP AWARDS

Conservation Innovation Award

In recognition of an outstanding activity, product,
or service by a group, business, firm, corporation, or
organization that promotes natural resource conservation.

North Dakota Conservation District Employees
Association

The North Dakota
Conservation District
Employees Association
(NDCDEA) has
demonstrated
exceptional leadership
and innovation in
advancing statewide
conservation through its
coordinated delivery of the Statewide Tree Planting
Initiative and the Dakota Legacy Initiative. Their efforts
have engaged nearly 3,000 participants and resulted in
more than 16 million linear feet of trees planted,
alongside robust outreach, training, and farm bill program
support that strengthens conservation capacity across the
state. By uniting partners, empowering producers, and
translating conservation science into action, NDCDEA
exemplifies forward-thinking stewardship.

Exceptional Chapter Event Award

In recognition of chapters for significant achievements
through a single activity conducted during the year.

Georgia Chapter — World Soil Day

Hoosier Chapter — SWCS Annual Meeting

Kansas State University Chapter — Soil Painting Night
Land of Lincoln Chapter — Kegs 4 Conservation

Michigan Chapter — Binding Communities Together:
Relating to Sustainable Farms Across the Mitten

Outstanding Chapter Award

In recognition for the chapter’s success in carrying out its
overall program during the past year.

Georgia Chapter

lowa Chapter

Kansas State University Student Chapter
Michigan Chapter

National Capital Chapter
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Nebraska Chapter
North Dakota Chapter

NEXT GENERATION AWARDS
Donald A. Williams Scholarship

Provides financial assistance to members of SWCS who are
currently employed but who wish to improve their technical
or administrative competence in a conservation-related field
through coursework at an accredited college or through a
program of special study.

Anna Swearengen

Anna Swearengen is pursuing a master’s
degree in natural resources and
environmental sciences at the
University of lllinois Urbana—
Champaign. Throughout her academic,
professional, and volunteer career, she
has been actively engaged in
professional societies, civic
organizations, environmental programs, and leadership
activities that reflect her dedication to community service,
natural resource conservation, and public engagement.
Swearengen’s contributions have been recognized
through numerous honors, including the Tulsa Remote
Program Grant and the Student Senate Leadership and
Service Award, as well as multiple academic scholarships.
Her long-term goal is to become a recognized expert
contributing to sustainable soil and water resource
management, advancing both scientific understanding
and community resilience. She currently is an
environmental planner with the Harry S Truman
Coordinating Council and plans to continue her
professional work with the council. Her commitment to
conservation makes Anna Swearengen a deserving
recipient of the Donald A. Williams Scholarship.

/-\/

Kenneth E. Grant Scholarship

Provides financial aid to members of the SWCS

for interdisciplinary graduate-level research on a
conservation topic that will extend the SWCS mission
of fostering the science and the art of soil, water, and
related natural resource management research.

Nadeesha Vidanage

Nadeesha Vidanage is a student
member of SWCS and a doctoral
student in soil science in the
Department of Plant and Soil Science
at Texas Tech University. Her research
focuses on how climate variability and
land use influence soil hydraulic
properties, which regulate infiltration,
runoff, and plant-available water that are central to soil
and water conservation. She analyzes large hydro-
pedological datasets across the United States and
integrates climate data with soil moisture time series using
inverse modeling, statistical analysis, and machine
learning. Her work quantifies how soil structure, soil
organic carbon, and hydraulic properties respond to
changing environmental conditions. By treating these
properties as dynamic, her research improves hydrological
modeling and conservation planning. Through an
interdisciplinary approach that combines soil science,
hydrology, and data science, she will contribute to more
accurate predictions of runoff and erosion risk and
support evidence-based conservation strategies. This work
directly advances the SWCS mission, making Nadeesha
Vidanage a well-deserving recipient of this scholarship.

Melvin H. Cohee Leadership Scholarship

Provides financial assistance to members of SWCS who are
in their junior or senior year of full-time undergraduate
study or are pursuing graduate level studies with a
natural resources conservation orientation at a properly
accredited college or university.

Gagandeep Kaur

Gagandeep Kaur is pursuing a
PhD in crop and soil science at
Washington State University,
where she contributes to the
USDA National Institute of Food
and Agriculture (NIFA) Soil to
Society initiative aimed at
strengthening the connection
between sustainable
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agroecosystems and human nutrition. Her research
centers on sustainable soil management and cropping
systems to improve soil and human health. She has
been involved in multiple field experiments evaluating
how management practices influence soil health
indicators and crop quality. Kaur plans to pursue
interdisciplinary research across soil science and
agronomy through roles in academia, government, or
industry, with a focus on translating research into
practical solutions for crop improvement and
sustainable food systems. Within SWCS, she has served
on the Awards and Scholarships Committee, moderated
sessions at the annual conference, and received the
Kenneth Grant Research Scholarship. SWCS is honored
to name Gagandeep Kaur as the recipient of the Melvin

H. Cohee Leadership Scholarship.

Emerging Leader Alumni Award

The Emerging Leader Alumni Award recognizes
outstanding alumni of the Emerging Leaders Program
(ELP) who have demonstrated a commitment to
conservation leadership and active participation in the Soil
and Water Conservation Society (SWCS).

Samuel Bamidele

Samuel Bamidele is a project
soil scientist and field
coordinator with KerTec LLC
in Lubbock, Texas, and also
serves as a natural resource
consultant Ill. Within SWCS,
Bamidele served on the Awards and Scholarships
Committee, where he contributed to the review and
evaluation of applications. He continues this service in
2026, helping shape the program through his active
participation in meetings and planning sessions,
ultimately supporting the Society’s recognition of
excellence in the field of conservation. Bamidele also
served as a member of the Annual Conference Program
Planning Committee for this year’s conference, where
he assisted with the overall planning and coordination
with local partners. He also contributes his field
expertise as an abstract reviewer for poster
presentation submissions, evaluating diverse research
topics such as models, tools, and technologies in
conservation. His continued involvement in SWCS’s
programs and contribution to the advancement of
conservation science demonstrates the qualities of a
valued Emerging Leader Program (ELP) alumnus.

Lacy Barnette

Lacy Barnette is an extension
associate at Clemson University
who has demonstrated exceptional
leadership within SWCS by serving
in multiple capacities. In 2024 and
2025, Barnette attended the SWCS
annual conferences as a poster
judge and moderator, and as a local
chapter liaison, she led tours
throughout the conference.
Furthermore, she contributed as a speaker on a
Conservation Voices webinar, served as a panelist for a
2024 membership panel, and was a member of the
Southeast Region Nomination Committee. Barnette has
also supported the Emerging Leaders Program by
participating in the alumni panel for the 2025 cohort and
facilitating networking sessions. As president of the
SWCS South Carolina Chapter, she has advanced its work
by building a website, hosting webinar series, attending
and organizing local events, and encouraging community
membership. Lacy Barnette’s commitment to leadership
and service within the Society embody the qualities
recognized by the Emerging Leader Alumni Award.

Congratulations to all graduating
members of the 2026 ELP Cohort!
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SWCS Conference Sites and Chairs

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

Chicago, IL, Ralph H. Musser
Omaha, NE, Ralph H. Musser
Cincinnati, OH, T.S. Buie

St. Louis, MO, Lloyd E. Partain
Detroit, MI, Firman E. Bear
Memphis, TN, Morris E. Fonda
Buffalo, NY, Morris E. Fonda
Colorado Springs, CO, H.H. Bennett
Jacksonville, FL, R.Y. Bailey
Green Lake, WI, Austin L. Patrick
Tulsa, OK, Edward H. Graham
Pacific Grove, CA, J.S. Russell
Asheville, NC, Russell G. Hill
Rapid City, SD, Alvin C. Watson
Guelph, ON, Elmer L. Sauer
Lafayette, IN, Walter C. Gumbel

Washington, DC, Roy D. Hockensmith

Logan, UT, George M. Browning
Jackson, MS, Herbert A. Hopper
Philadelphia, PA, Minott Silliman, Jr.

Albuquerque, NM, John R. J. Bradshaw

Des Moines, IA, Cecil W. Chapman
Athens, GA, Frank H. Mendell

Fort Collins, CO, Ray Hunter
Toronto, ON, Robert W. Eikleberry
Columbus, OH, Einer L. Roget
Portland, OR, J.R. Johnston

Hot Springs, AR, A.B. Linford
Syracuse, NY, William L. Vaught
San Antonio, TX, Frank W. Schaller
Minneapolis, MN, Chester E. Evans
Richmond, VA, J. Vernon Martin
Denver, CO, Arthur D. Latornell
Ottawa, ON, William Moldenhauer
Dearborn, Ml, Gerald R. Calhoun
Spokane, WA, Jesse L. Hicks

New Orleans, LA, Robert C. Baum
Hartford, CT, Chris J. Johannsen
Oklahoma City, OK, Floyd E. Heft
St. Louis, MO, Roland R. Willis
Winston-Salem, NC, Joe D. Nichols

1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027

Billings, MT, Maurice G. Cook
Columbus, OH, Donald Van Meter
Edmonton, AB, David R. Cressman
Salt Lake City, UT, Richard Duesterhaus
Lexington, KY, Richard Duesterhaus
Baltimore, MDD, Ronald J. Hicks
Fort Worth, TX, Ronald J. Hicks
Norfolk, VA, Calvin J. Perkins

Des Moines, IA, Gary Steinhardt
Keystone Resort, CO, John A. Knapp
Toronto, ON, Aniko Szojka-Parnell
San Diego, CA, Aniko Szojka-Parnell
Biloxi, MS, Dennis Pate

St. Louis, MO, Dennis Pate

Myrtle Beach, SC, Dana Chapman
Indianapolis, IN, Bob Eddleman
Spokane, WA, Myron Senechal

St. Paul, MN, Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Rochester, NY, Jean Steiner
Keystone, CO, Jean Steiner

Tampa, FL, Theo Dillaha

Tucson, AZ, Peggie James
Dearborn, M, Peggie James

St. Louis, MO, Gary Steinhardt
Washington, DC, Bill Boyer

Fort Worth, TX, Bill Boyer

Reno, NV, Dan Towery

Chicago, IL, Dan Towery
Greensboro, NC, Mark Berkland
Louisville, KY, Mark Berkland
Madison, WI, Jon Scholl
Albuquerque, NM, Rex Martin
Pittsburgh, PA, Rex Martin

Virtual Event, Rex Martin

Virtual Event, Dale Threatt-Taylor
Denver, CO, Dale Threatt-Taylor
Des Moines, |IA, Rebecca Power
Myrtle Beach, SC, Rebecca Power
Costa Mesa, CA, Ellen Gilinsky

St. Louis, MO, Ellen Gilinsky
National Harbor, MD, Amanda Gumbert
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