
2021
Soil and Water Conservation Society

Award Winners



HUGH HAMMOND BENNETT AWARD

Michael Kucera

In recognition of extraordinary accomplishments in the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources.

"Mike has been involved with sharing the CCA program with 

University of Nebraska students looking to get a jump start on their 

careers and has been generous with his time and knowledge in 

growing the agronomy profession." 

- Brad Dillan, Vice Chairman of the Nebraska Agri-Business 

Association.



FELLOW AWARD

Craig Derickson

In recognition of Society members who have performed exceptional service in advocating the conservation of 
soil, water, and related natural resources. 

“Craig Derickson is being honored for his leadership as the Nebraska 

State Conservationist who has had the greatest impact on locally-led 

conservation on a statewide basis with his excellence in service, 

dedication, cooperation and partnerships throughout his career.”  

- Kent Zimmerman, Deputy Director, Nebraska State Dept. of Natural 

Resources



FELLOW AWARD

Don Wysocki

In recognition of Society members who have performed exceptional service in advocating the conservation of 
soil, water, and related natural resources. 

“One of his greatest skills is his ability to listen to those that he 

serves and as a result, he always is knowledgeable of the needs of 

his stakeholders and their world view.”

- Thomas Chastain, OSU Department Head



FELLOW AWARD

Lynn Betts

In recognition of Society members who have performed exceptional service in advocating the conservation of 
soil, water, and related natural resources. 

“Lynn's twin dedication to conservation and to excellence in 

communication make him a most worthy candidate for the SWCS 

Fellows' award.” 

– Dan Zinkand



CONSERVATION INNOVATION AWARD

Area IV Cooperative Research Farm 

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

“For significant contribution to long-term soil and water 

conservation practices.” 

– North Dakota Soil and Water Conservation Society



CONSERVATION INNOVATION AWARD

Conservation Station Mobile Education Trailer Program

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

"If a picture is worth a thousand words, a demonstration is worth a million at least, 

and over the past decade, the Conservation Stations have created excitement 

about soil and water across the state appealing to urban and rural audiences of all 

ages and backgrounds." 

- Dr. Matthew Helmers, Director, Iowa Nutrient Research Center, Dean's 

Professorship in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Iowa State University 



HAROLD AND KAY SCHOLL EXCELLENCE IN
CONSERVATION AWARD

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

Jon Stika

"Jon Stika, one of the founders of the soil health movement, 

has laid out a path for restoring soil function... and defines 

the foundational premise for viewing and understanding soils 

correctly.”

- Ray Archuleta, Conservation Agronomist at the NRCS 



CONSERVATION PROFESSIONAL
OF THE YEAR AWARD

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

Jean Eells

“She wanted to move conservation forward and she badly 

wanted change, but she never forgot how hard every one 

of us fought for the gains we had today.”  

- Nancy Grudens-Schuck



SOCIETY SERVICE AWARD

Duane Friend

In recognition of Society members for service to their chapter or to the Society. 

“To many in Illinois, Duane is a key face of SWCS; Duane is an absolute 

conservation professional and can always be counted on for a friendly 

smile and words of encouragement.” 

-Sharon Hartzold, current Land of Lincoln chapter member and former 

chapter President



SOCIETY SERVICE AWARD

Kelly Wolff

In recognition of Society members for service to their chapter or to the Society. 

“If conservation of natural resources goes wrong, nothing else will 

go right." M S Swaminathan

- Cathy McGuire, Arizona Chapter SWCS



SOCIETY SERVICE AWARD

Leah Duzy

In recognition of Society members for service to their chapter or to the Society. 

“Leah Duzy is an exceptional SWCS member who has been 

committed to natural resource conservation and service to the 

AL Chapter of the SWCS for many years. ”

- Leslie Gahagan, President AL Chapter SWCS 



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Andrew Sharpley

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“We are so grateful for Andrew's dedication to the SWCS Science 

and Policy Committee. I could not have transitioned into leadership 

with SWCS without his active engagement with the committee.”

- Clare Lindahl, SWCS CEO



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Catherine DeLong

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“The contribution she made to grow our team’s professional skills 

and bringing us together to work more effectively will have a 

lingering effect on our organization and its people.” 

- Clare Lindahl, SWCS CEO



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Iowa Chapter SWCS

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“The Iowa Chapter was instrumental in assisting with the transition and 

execution of the first ever virtual SWCS International Annual Conference. 

The Society could not have held such a successful event without their 

contribution and support.”

– Courtney Allen, SWCS Event and Professional Development Director



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Jorge Delgado

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“Dr. Jorge A. Delgado's outstanding and invaluable efforts as Research Editor over the past 20 years have established 

the JSWC as a leading journal in conservation science. In addition to improving journal quality and impact, Dr. Delgado 

launched a well-received series of special topic issues and worked to increase diversity within the journal and its 

Editorial Board. Throughout 2020, he also served as the lead editor of the SWCS 75th anniversary publication, Soil and 

Water Conservation: A Celebration of 75 Years. His service to the Society and efforts to communicate conservation 

research to agricultural scientists and practitioners through the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation will have lasting 

impacts on the sustainability of world natural resources and the future of humankind.”

- Annie Binder, SWCS Publications Director



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Kris Johnson

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“Kris is passionate about scaling up conservation and I don’t 

know many people as conscious and considerate of the 

partnerships and actions that are required to make that happen.” 

- Clare Lindahl, SWCS CEO



CHAIR’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

Rex Martin

In recognition of exemplary assistance in helping to carry out the goals and objectives of                                   
the Soil and Water Conservation Society. 

“Rex brought decisiveness and a deep organizational knowledge 

to the board. SWCS will forever benefit from his leadership.”

- Dale Threatt-Taylor, SWCS Chair 



CONSERVATION RESEARCH AWARD

David Lobb

In recognition of Society members or teams of members whose research has led to exceptional improvements in soil 
conservation, water conservation, and/or related natural resources research. 

"Largely because of Dr. Lobb's ground-breaking (and soil saving) 

research, soils students around the world now learn that the root 

causes of soil erosion that must be overcome include the action of 

tillage, as well as the actions of water and wind that dominated our soil 

conservation strategies for the previous century.”

- Dr. Ray R. Weil, the author of the bible of soil science



CONSERVATION RESEARCH AWARD

Marisol Berti

In recognition of Society members or teams of members whose research has led to exceptional improvements in soil 
conservation, water conservation, and/or related natural resources research. 

“Dr. Berti's energy and enthusiasm in her research, teaching and 

outreach activities is infectious and has helped move cover crop 

seeding and management practices from a novelty to wide 

acceptance across the northern Great Plains.” 

- Dr. Larry Cihacek



JSWC BEST RESEARCH PAPER FOR IMPACT 
AND QUALITY AWARD

Finney, D.M., J.S. Buyer, and J.P. Kaye. 2017. Living cover crops have 
immediate impacts on soil microbial community structure and function. 

Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 72(4):361-373. 
https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.72.4.361

In recognition of the impact and quality of the following research paper:

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.72.4.361


JSWC BEST RESEARCH PAPER FOR IMPACT 
AND QUALITY HONORABLE MENTION

Teague, W.R., S. Apfelbaum, R. Lal, U.P. Kreuter, J. Rowntree, C.A. Davies, 
R. Conser, M. Rasmussen, J. Hatfield, T. Wang, F. Wang, and P. Byck. 2016. 

The role of ruminants in reducing agriculture's carbon footprint in North 
America, Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 71(2):156-164. 

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.71.2.156

In recognition of the impact and quality of the following research paper:

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.71.2.156


JSWC EDITOR’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER

Sanderson, J.S., C. Beutler, J.R. Brown, I. Burke, T. Chapman, R.T. Conant, 
J.D. Derner, M. Easter, S.D. Fuhlendorf, G. Grissom, J.E. Herrick, D. Liptzin, 

J.A. Morgan, R. Murph, C. Pague, I. Rangwala, D. Ray, R. Rondeau, T. 
Schulz, and T. Sullivan. 2020. Cattle, conservation, and carbon in the 

western Great Plains. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 75(1):5A-12A. 
https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.1.5A

In recognition of the following article of excellence appearing in the “A” Section of the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation in the previous year: 

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.1.5A


JSWC EDITOR’S CHOICE 
HONORABLE MENTION

Lal, R. 2020. Soil organic matter content and crop yield. Journal of Soil and 
Water Conservation 75(2):27A-32A. https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.2.27A

In recognition of the following article of excellence appearing in the “A” Section of the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation in the previous year: 

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.2.27A


JSWC EDITOR’S CHOICE 
HONORABLE MENTION

Moriasi, D.N., L.F. Duriancik, E.J. Sadler, T. Tsegaye, J.L. Steiner, M.A. 
Locke, T.C. Strickland, and D.L. Osmond. 2020. Quantifying the impacts of 
the Conservation Effects Assessment Project watershed assessments: The 

first fifteen years. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 75(3)57A-74A. 
https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.3.57A

In recognition of the following article of excellence appearing in the “A” Section of the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation in the previous year: 

https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.75.3.57A


JSWC ASSOCIATE EDITOR EXCELLENCE AWARD

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

Clark Gantzer



JSWC ASSOCIATE EDITOR EXCELLENCE AWARD

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

J. Arbuckle



JSWC ASSOCIATE EDITOR EXCELLENCE AWARD

In recognition for advocating the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. 

Jane Johnson



CHAPTER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

California Nevada Chapter
Michigan Chapter

North Dakota Chapter
South Dakota Chapter

Wisconsin Chapter

In recognition of chapters for significant achievements through a single activity conducted during the year. 



OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD
In recognition for the chapters success in carrying out its overall program during the past year. 

California Nevada Chapter
Iowa Chapter

Michigan Chapter
National Capital Chapter

Nebraska Chapter
South Dakota Chapter

Southern New England Chapter
Wisconsin Chapter 



MELVILLE H. COHEE STUDENT LEADER 
CONSERVATION SCHOLARSHIP

Provides financial assistance to members of SWCS who are in their junior or senior year of full-time undergraduate 
study or are pursuing graduate level studies with a natural resources conservation orientation at a properly accredited 

college or university.

Christopher Burch



KENNETH E. GRANT RESEARCH 
SCHOLARSHIP

Provides financial aid to members of SWCS for interdisciplinary graduate-level research on a conservation topic that 
will extend the SWCS mission of fostering the science and the art of soil, water, and related natural resource 

management research.

Lijing Gao



WiN CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

In recognition of an outstanding woman/farmer/producer/conservationist.

Jean Eells



WiN AWARD OF EXCELLENCE RECIPIENT

In recognition of an individual woman who, over a period of time, have contributed substantially and creatively to our 
Natural Resources Conservation profession.

Julie MacSwain



WiN GROUP AWARD OF EXCELLENCE RECIPIENT
In recognition of a group who, over a period of-time, have contributed substantially and creatively to our Natural 
Resources Conservation profession. The group should exemplify excellence in a particular discipline and, possibly, 

multi-discipline efforts that promote excellence and creativity 

Powerhouse of Women – the FAB 5 



CONGRATULATIONS!


