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BOARD TELECONFERENCE/MEETING SCHEDULE
Participant dial-in #:  888-827-4950  Participant Passcode:  37991635

	Date
	Activity

	August 15, 2007
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	September 19, 2007
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	October    TBD
	Fall meeting – date and time to be determined

	November  TBD
	Fall meeting???

	December 
	

	January 16, 2008
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	February 20, 2008
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	March
	Spring Meeting??

	April
	Spring Meeting??

	May 21,  2008
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	June 18, 2008
	Teleconference 10:00 a.m. central

	July 26, 2008
	Marriott Starr Pass Resort, Tucson, AZ

	July 27 – 29, 2008
	Annual Conference


MONTHLY BOARD TELECONFERENCE – CHANGE IN DAY AND TIME
At last Saturday’s Board meeting the Board agreed to meet on the third Wednesday of each month rather than the third Thursday.  The meeting time was also changed – the meetings will now be at 10:00 a.m. Central time.  
FALL MEETING

Please send Sue Ann the dates that you would not be available during October and November for a Fall Board meeting in Des Moines.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Jody reported that we had 589 Annual Conference registrations.
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
Both the U.S. House and U.S. Senate Appropriation Committees adopted their proposals, on 06/19/07, for FY '08 funding for USDA agencies.  The House discretionary proposal is about $18.8 billion and the Senate discretionary proposal is about $ 19.4 billion. EQIP is the only mandated program with $1,017,000,000 (House) and $1,000,000,000 (Senate). All others await reauthorization from the 2007 Farm Bill. Conservation Operations from the House is $851,910,000 and from the Senate is $ 863,671,000. This funding includes CTA, Soil Surveys, PMCs, Snow Surveys, and the Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative. Floor action by both the House and the Senate is pending.

The House Agriculture Committee's plan to begin floor debate on the next farm bill (H.R.2419) on Thursday awaits action by the Rules Committee. Dan Morgan, writing in the Washington Post (07/26/07) reported that, "A hugh multiyear farm bill ran into a White House veto threat and a sudden flurry of objections from Republicans yesterday on the eve of a vote on the House floor." The reason relates to a funding plan proposal. The latest on this problem is that the Rules Committee, meeting on Thursday morning, apparently has found another funding method. There 110 amendments with 31 allowed for floor debate.

Senators Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Sherwod Brown (D-OH) introduced legislation on July 25 that would reform subsidy programs and provide farmers better protection against disasters. Ken McCauley, President Corn Growers Ass'n., and Ralph Grossi, President, American Farmland Trust also spoke at the media event held in Durbin's office. There were several questions from reporters about the proposed legislation.

Senator Tom Harkin, Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, plans to Mark-Up their farm bill proposal the week of September 10, 2007.

I participated in several events at the SWCS Annual Conference this week at Saddlebrook Resort north of Tampa, Florida.
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