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SWCS MEMBER SURVEY

I would like to thank the 800+ SWCS members who have completed the survey.  I have briefly reviewed your responses and suggestions.  The responses so far have been extremely thoughtful and will provide us with greatly needed information.  However, our goal is about three times as many responses, so if you have not taken the survey, PLEASE do so immediately!

The survey is on-line at the following address:  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=841613463886 

You should be able to access the survey by clicking on the above link or by copying it and pasting it into your browser address window.  We have pre-tested the survey and it will take you approximately 20 minutes to complete, so please make sure that you have 20 to 30 minutes available before you start.  

The absolute deadline for completing the survey is Saturday, April 7.

Sincerely, Theo Dillaha, SWCS President
SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE

Just a quick update on a few new developments with special projects:

· The release of the CSP and EQIP program assessments has gone very well.  The reports are being widely distributed—people we sent the report to are sending out through their own networks.  We have been asked to come back to DC the week of 9 April to conduct briefings for the full staff (committee and individual committee member staff) on the House Agriculture Committee and as of today for the full Republican staff of the Senate Agriculture Committee.  So far, all responses to the reports I have seen have been positive.  Interestingly, I had one person ask to join SWCS after getting the reports.  

· The Planning for Extremes report is now finished and I’ve handed it over to Mark for design, layout and production.  I think this will be a timely and widely read report given all the attention climate change is attracting at the moment.  No set date for release yet.

· I am talking with ARS and NRCS about the potential for the agencies to buy a large number of the Environmental Benefits of Cropland Conservation book in order to ensure it gets into the hands of key policy makers and opinion leaders.  We (SWCS) cannot afford to give very many books away because we need income from sales of the report to cover the costs of printing the book.  

APPOINT CHAPTER DELEGATE
Please help make the House of Delegates session productive by providing the following information to Executive Assistant Sue Ann Lynes by April 27, 2007. sueann.lynes@swcs.org 
1. Name and email address of your Chapter Delegate.

2. Issue paper (these can be very brief) providing background on the issue you would like to discuss during the House of Delegates session.

3. Draft of any resolution(s) you will be asking Delegates to vote on during the session.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

April 6—Bio-Energy in the Palouse.  Inland Empire Chapter Spring Meeting.  Learn from national, regional, and local experts of the opportunities and challenges of bio-fuels to meet a goal of 25 % of our national energy needs by 2025.  The local emphasis is on small-scale bio-diesel production.  A visit to a farm-scale oil-seed crushing facility is included.  9:00 am to 2:30 pm at the Colton Gun Club, highway 195, Colton, WA.  For more information contact Georgie Leinweber at Georgie.Leinweber@wa.usda.gov.   Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be awarded, pesticide credits have been applied for. 

April 19 - The Maryland Old Line Chapter of SWCS announces their annual spring tour for 2007. The tour will be held Thursday, April 19th.  Participants will meet at the Harford Soil Conservation District office at 8:30 am.  A bus will transport participants to the various stops.  The Harford SCD is located at 19 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD 21050.


Site 1 - Emory Knoll Farms—owned and operated by Ed and Lucy Snodgrass.

They are the leading experts in design and installation of green roof systems.  Mr. Snodgrass will explain what plants work better in which regions and roof drainage design for proper installation.  
Site 2 - Brooms Bloom Ice Cream & Dairy Store - owned and operated by Kate and David Dallam.  Brooms Bloom features old fashioned hand dipped ice cream that is made right on the farm. 


Site 3 - Strawberry Hill Farm—owned and operated by the Schenning family.  The Schennings operate a dairy farm and milk on average 150 cows.  Primary daily operations are performed by father, daughter and son-in-law.  They crop approximately 600 acres.  


Topics to be covered include: green roof systems, roof drainage design, local ag. products promotion, composted bedded pack, heavy use areas, manure storage, dealing with non-farm neighbors.


The registration deadline is April 14.  The fee for the tour is $10 for nonmembers and free for CCA and SWCS members.  The registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  Checks should be made payable to SWCS.  Please mail registration and payment to Renato Cuizon, Maryland Dept. of Agriculture, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For more information please contact Chapter President, David Kann at agplanner@comcast.net.

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 
Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
Monday, July 23, 8:30 a.m.

Florida’s Grazing Lands, Poised on the Edge of Sustainability; Tales from Buck Island Ranch

H. Wayne Pritchard Lecture – Hilary Swain, Ph.D. Executive Director, Archbold Biological Station, Lake Placid, FL 

Dr. Hilary Swain has been the Executive Director of Archbold Biological Station since 1995, an independent facility which conducts extensive ecological research on its 8,800-acre scrub preserve on the Lake Wales Ridge and at its 10,300-acre working ranch, the MacArthur Agro-ecology Research Center. Her interests are in the application of conservation biology to reserve design and management of endangered species. Prior to coming to Archbold, Dr. Swain was an Associate Professor of Biology, at Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne, FL. Dr. Swain's work at Archbold brings her into extensive liaison with local, state, and federal agencies over a wide variety of issues concerning research and conservation of Florida ecosystems.

Tuesday, July 24, 10:30 a.m.

What is the Role of Conservation in a Bio-fuels Economy?

The format for this 90-minute plenary will be a “McLaughlin Group” style session. Each of the five participants will answer an opening question from the moderator and then the remainder of the time will be filled by the moderator working with the panelists and the audience to host an evolving discussion of the issues. We anticipate balanced representation from industry, academia/research, the environmental community, policy making, and a government agency to offer their perspectives. Dan Looker from Successful Farming magazine will moderate the session.

Sunday, July 22, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Fellows Forum: Water - So Much/So Little, Meeting Florida's Needs for Today & Tomorrow

With Florida's rapid rate of change due to the continued influx of new residents, increasing number of businesses and support services, the desire to maintain an adequate agricultural economy, and the need to sustain our natural systems for both economic and environmental reasons, the Norman A. Berg and SWCS Fellows’ Forum presents a panel of speakers that can address the overall conference theme of “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape” from the perspective of our most precious (and to some visitors seemingly abundant) natural resource - Water.  

The format for this year's Fellows Forum will be a panel discussion where panelists will be given 15 minutes to present their perspectives on this critical issue, followed by a question and answer panel discussion among each of the presenters and interaction with the audience.  Invited speakers include each of the Executive Directors of the 5 regional water management districts and Dr. Wendy Graham, Director of the newly formed Water Institute at the University of Florida. The panel will be moderated by Niles Glasgow, State Conservationist, Florida NRCS.

The Berg and Society Follows annually host this Forum which is open to all conference attendees.  There is no additional charge to attend.  Attendance should be indicated on the conference registration form so facilities can be prepared for the event.

EXHIBITOR/SPONSOR PROSPECTUS AVAILABLE ONLINE

The exhibitor packet for the 2007 Annual Conference, with booth costs, sponsor opportunities, and exhibitor benefits, is available: http://www.swcs.org/documents/2007_Exhibitor_Kit.pdf  
Please contact SueAnn Lynes (515-289-2331 x112 or sueann.lynes@swcs.org) with any questions about exhibiting or sponsoring an event at the conference.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS UP

Have you registered for the 2007 SWCS Annual Conference? Find out more online at www.swcs.org/2007AC 
SUMMARY OF BOARD OF DIRECTOR FEBRUARY TELECONFERENCE

For Action:

· The Board approved the minutes of the January 18, 2007 teleconference

For Discussion:

· House of Delegates Procedures - Peggie James reviewed her memorandum that would be sent out to all chapter presidents calling for them to appoint a delegate to the 2007 annual conference House of Delegates meeting.
· 3rd Quarter Financial Report - Jody Ogg reviewed her memorandum dated January 22 discussing the financial report for nine months ended December 31, 2006.  
· Strategic Planning – member survey - Theo stated that he would review the survey and consult with Mike Ellerbrock when making the final edits.  Theo said he would finish with his edits soon so that the survey can get into the hands of the membership.
· 2007 Annual Conference Board Meeting – July 21 - The Board agreed to have their regularly scheduled meeting at the Annual Conference on July 21 beginning at 8:00 a.m. concluding at 3:00 p.m.  
· Update on 2009 & 2010 Annual Conference Site Selection - Dewayne Johnson informed the Board that he is still considering site locations for the 2009 and 2010 conference.  A formal recommendation will be provided at the March Board of Director’s teleconference.
· Introduction of Communications Specialist – Jacqueline Smith - Mark Anderson-Wilk noted that Jacque Smith, a recent Iowa State University graduate is on board, and he and Jacque would soon have the communications department up and running.
· SWCS liaison to AAAS - Theo Dillaha commented that he would contact John Sadler to determine his willingness to serve as the SWCS liaison to AAAS.

· Canadian Representative to Awards & Membership Committee - Joe Arbour reported that Pamela Joose agreed to serve on the Membership Committee as the representative for Canada - Region 9.
For Information:

· Acknowledgement of memorial Contribution-  Sue Ann reported that a thank you note was received from Dana Chapman’s family on behalf of the memorial contribution made to the Susan Komen Foundation in memory of his daughter.

· Theo Dillaha, Peggy James, Joe Arbour, Ron Follett provided a regional team report

Other Information:

· Craig reported that the book Environmental Benefits of Conservation on Cropland – The Status of Knowledge is complete and copies have arrived at headquarters.  This is the massive literature review Max Schnepf has been managing and is part of the work we have been doing under the CEAP umbrella.
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The U.S. House will try to pass their $2.9 trillion budget resolution for the fiscal year beginning

October, 2007 this week. The impact will be on spending allowed by the various committees, including Agriculture.

The Congressional Research Service (CRS) has released a report “Farm Bill Proposals and Legislative Action in the 110th Congress.” The document provides important factors that will influence the 2007 Farm Bill debate. Nearly 20 organizations are listed that have Farm Bill proposals, or positions.

 Congress will be in recess next week.



















