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APPOINT CHAPTER DELEGATE
Please help make the House of Delegates session productive by providing the following information to Executive Assistant Sue Ann Lynes by April 27, 2007.

1. Name and email address of your Chapter Delegate.

2. Issue paper (these can be very brief) providing background on the issue you would like to discuss during the House of Delegates session.

3. Draft of any resolution(s) you will be asking Delegates to vote on during the session.

Please email this information to Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org and your Regional Director.  If we can keep to the April 27 deadline, we will be able to distribute the agenda, issues papers, and resolutions back to Chapters in May.  That would allow discussion of the issues at the Chapter level prior to the House of Delegates session in July.  We think that would make for a more effective session.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

April 6—Bio-Energy in the Palouse.  Inland Empire Chapter Spring Meeting.  Learn from national, regional, and local experts of the opportunities and challenges of bio-fuels to meet a goal of 25 % of our national energy needs by 2025.  The local emphasis is on small-scale bio-diesel production.  A visit to a farm-scale oil-seed crushing facility is included.  9:00 am to 2:30 pm at the Colton Gun Club, highway 195, Colton, WA.  For more information contact Georgie Leinweber at Georgie.Leinweber@wa.usda.gov.   Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be awarded, pesticide credits have been applied for. 

April 19 - The Maryland Old Line Chapter of SWCS announces their annual spring tour for 2007. The tour will be held Thursday, April 19th.  Participants will meet at the Harford Soil Conservation District office at 8:30 am.  A bus will transport participants to the various stops.  The Harford SCD is located at 19 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD 21050.


Site 1 - Emory Knoll Farms—owned and operated by Ed and Lucy Snodgrass.

They are the leading experts in design and installation of green roof systems.  Mr. Snodgrass will explain what plants work better in which regions and roof drainage design for proper installation.  
Site 2 - Brooms Bloom Ice Cream & Dairy Store - owned and operated by Kate and David Dallam.  Brooms Bloom features old fashioned hand dipped ice cream that is made right on the farm. 


Site 3 - Strawberry Hill Farm—owned and operated by the Schenning family.  The Schennings operate a dairy farm and milk on average 150 cows.  Primary daily operations are performed by father, daughter and son-in-law.  They crop approximately 600 acres.  


Topics to be covered include: green roof systems, roof drainage design, local ag. products promotion, composted bedded pack, heavy use areas, manure storage, dealing with non-farm neighbors.


The registration deadline is April 14.  The fee for the tour is $10 for nonmembers and free for CCA and SWCS members.  The registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  Checks should be made payable to SWCS.  Please mail registration and payment to Renato Cuizon, Maryland Dept. of Agriculture, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For more information please contact Chapter President, David Kann at agplanner@comcast.net.

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 
Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
SPECIAL PROJECTS UPDATE

We are in a very busy period for our special projects programming.  Here is a brief update on current activities:

· CSP Program Assessment—We completed pre-release briefings to the NRCS Chief and program staff and staff of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees.  We will be releasing the Assessment to the public on Monday, March 19, 2006 via email and our website.  We are only going to print a small number of hard copies of the Assessment to distribute to key constituencies.  We are also now leading an effort—based on the findings of our Assessment—to develop common ground among conservation organizations around a set of key reforms that should be made to CSP during the 2007 farm bill.

· EQIP Program Assessment—I will be traveling to DC next week to complete pre-release briefings on our EQIP Assessment to the NRCS Chief and program staff and staff of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees.  We will release the Assessment to the public on Monday, March 26, again via email and our website.

· Planning for Extremes Report—The draft workshop report has been circulated twice to workshop participants for comment and revision.  I’ve incorporated both rounds of comments and the main text of the report is now complete.  I need to complete the side-bars we have planned to provide the reader needed background and context for the workshop report, and to complete an executive summary.  I hope to finish that over the weekend and have a final review draft back to workshop participants before I leave for DC.

· Managing Agricultural Landscapes—Max has nearly completed the editing of the manuscript and is waiting for two missing pieces—both from me.  I need to write up the closing comments I made at the conference and also write a forward.  Those tasks are next on my list after I finish the Planning for Extremes draft.  This manuscript is developing into a major work—it is over 160 pages at the moment—and I think it will be a remarkable companion to the Environmental Benefits of Cropland Conservation literature review we published last month.

· Future Options for the National Resources Inventory (NRI)—I kicked off this project last month with a series of meetings with staff of federal agencies who are heavy users of NRI data.  The meetings were designed to document how NRI data is currently being used and to determine the information and data that users would like to have to complete their agencies’ missions.  

· Beyond T—The white paper produced by a consultant and documenting the current scientific “consensus” about the concept of and indicators for soil quality is back from external review.  The consultant is now revising the text of the white paper accordingly.  Once those revisions are completed, we will publish the white paper.  I am tentatively planning the “expert consultation” that will complete this project for May 22-24 at the Arbor Day Foundation Lied Conference Center in Nebraska.  The focus of the consultation will be to: (1) develop short-term recommendations for improving the Soil Conditioning Index as a planning tool for soil management and (2) chart a course toward the soil management planning tool we would like to have in the future.

MEDIA CAMPAIGN – Press Release

Click on www.escn.tv/ to see how the Georgia-Florida-Alabama meeting is being publicized.  After going to www.escn.tv then click on “ESCN.TV Watch your weekly newscast here”. Very cool! If you know of similar television networks in your area willing to give the Society free publicity, be sure to forward them your meeting information.  Mark Anderson-Wilk, Editor-Publications Director would also like to have the information of similar TV  networks around the country so that a press release can be sent regarding the Society’s annual conference coming up in July. 

EXHIBITOR/SPONSOR PROSPECTUS AVAILABLE ONLINE

The complete exhibitor packet for the 2007 Annual Conference, with booth costs, sponsor opportunities, and exhibitor benefits, is available online at:

http://www.swcs.org/documents/2007_Exhibitor_Kit.pdf  Please contact SueAnn Lynes (515-289-2331 x112 or sueann.lynes@swcs.org) with any questions about exhibiting or sponsoring an event at the conference.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS UP AND RUNNING

Use the following link to register to attend the 2007 Annual Conference and read/print the Preliminary Program.  http://swcs.siteviz.com/en/swcs_conferences/2007_annual_conference/ 

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Saturday, July 21

10:00 a.m.
Conservation Leadership Workshop*

8:00 a.m.
Board of Director's Meeting 

Sunday, July 22

8:00 a.m.
Technical Workshops*

9:00 a.m.
House of Delegates Meeting

1:00 p.m.
SWCS Committee Meetings

4:00 p.m.
Fellows Forum

6:00 p.m.
First-Timer/New Member Orientation

7:30 p.m.
Poolside Welcome Reception (Dessert)

Monday, July 23

7:00 a.m.
Regional Breakfast Roundtables*


South Central, Southeastern, West North Central 


& East North Central, and Northern Plains

8:30 a.m.
Welcome Plenary Session/Pritchard Lecture

10 a.m.
Exhibit Hall & Silent Auction Open

10:30 a.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations

Noon
Lunch on your own

Noon
ARSCSE Luncheon*

1:00 p.m.
CIG Showcase 

1:30 p.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations

3:00 p.m.
Exhibit Hall Break

3:30 p.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations 

5:00 p.m.
Exhibitor Reception and Poster Presentations

7:00 p.m.
Invasive Species Group Meeting

Tuesday, July 24

7:00 a.m.
Regional Breakfast Roundtables*


Southwestern, Western, Canadian, and
Northeastern 

8:00 a.m.
Exhibit Hall & Silent Auction Open

8:30 a.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations

10:30 a.m.
Plenary II – What is the Role of Conservation 


in a Bio-fuels Economy? 

Noon
Awards Luncheon* or Lunch on your own

1:00 p.m.
CIG Showcase 

1:30 p.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations

3:00 p.m.
Exhibit Hall Break

3:15 p.m.
Silent Auction Closes

3:30 p.m.
Concurrent Symposia/Oral Presentations 

5:00 p.m.
Social/Networking Offsite trip to Busch Gardens*

7:00 p.m.
Invasive Species Group Meeting

Wednesday, July 25

7:30 a.m.
Outdoor Classroom - Educational Tours*

8:00 a.m.
Soil Quality Workshop*

8:00 a.m.
ARS CEAP Scientist/NRCS Managers Meeting
Program Topics And Areas Of Emphasis

The conference theme is “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape.” The conference includes workshops, concurrent sessions, symposia, posters, plenary sessions, and educational tours designed to expose participants to recent developments in the science and art of natural resource conservation and environmental management on working land—the largely privately-owned land comprising working farms, ranches, forests, and rural and urban communities.

The following ongoing areas of emphasis comprise the core of SWCS’s work: Soil Resources and Management, Conservation and Environmental Policy and Program Design, Water Resources and Management, Adaptive Management of Conservation Efforts, Conservation Education, Biodiversity Conservation and Management, Conservation in Urban Settings, and Conservation Tools and Technologies.

The areas of special emphasis for the 2007 annual conference include:

· Conservation Implications of a Bio-based Economy

· Integrated Watershed Management

Adaptive Management:  Theory into Practice
MEMBER SERVICES UPDATE
Membership Goals: 

Goal Total by February 2007 = 5372


February 2007 = 5156


Total = -216

As you can see, we did not achieve our goals for this year.  Loosing members is detrimental to the continuation of the Society.  Going forward, I’d like to see our membership grow by 5% each year rather than decline by that much.  Which means, our goal for 2007-2008 is 5,414!  Start recruiting members now and keep talking to our current members.  Each one of you is important to the Society.  Thank you.

SPECIAL PROJECTS UPDATE

We are in a very busy period for our special projects programming.  Here is a brief update on current activities:

· CSP Program Assessment—We completed pre-release briefings to the NRCS Chief and program staff and staff of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees.  We will be releasing the Assessment to the public on Monday, March 19, 2006 via email and our website.  We are only going to print a small number of hard copies of the Assessment to distribute to key constituencies.  We are also now leading an effort—based on the findings of our Assessment—to develop common ground among conservation organizations around a set of key reforms that should be made to CSP during the 2007 farm bill.

· EQIP Program Assessment—I will be traveling to DC next week to complete pre-release briefings on our EQIP Assessment to the NRCS Chief and program staff and staff of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees.  We will release the Assessment to the public on Monday, March 26, again via email and our website.

· Planning for Extremes Report—The draft workshop report has been circulated twice to workshop participants for comment and revision.  I’ve incorporated both rounds of comments and the main text of the report is now complete.  I need to complete the side-bars we have planned to provide the reader needed background and context for the workshop report, and to complete an executive summary.  I hope to finish that over the weekend and have a final review draft back to workshop participants before I leave for DC.

· Managing Agricultural Landscapes—Max has nearly completed the editing of the manuscript and is waiting for two missing pieces—both from me.  I need to write up the closing comments I made at the conference and also write a forward.  Those tasks are next on my list after I finish the Planning for Extremes draft.  This manuscript is developing into a major work—it is over 160 pages at the moment—and I think it will be a remarkable companion to the Environmental Benefits of Cropland Conservation literature review we published last month.

· Future Options for the National Resources Inventory (NRI)—I kicked off this project last month with a series of meetings with staff of federal agencies who are heavy users of NRI data.  The meetings were designed to document how NRI data is currently being used and to determine the information and data that users would like to have to complete their agencies’ missions.  

· Beyond T—The white paper produced by a consultant and documenting the current scientific “consensus” about the concept of and indicators for soil quality is back from external review.  The consultant is now revising the text of the white paper accordingly.  Once those revisions are completed, we will publish the white paper.  I am tentatively planning the “expert consultation” that will complete this project for May 22-24 at the Arbor Day Foundation Lied Conference Center in Nebraska.  The focus of the consultation will be to: (1) develop short-term recommendations for improving the Soil Conditioning Index as a planning tool for soil management and (2) chart a course toward the soil management planning tool we would like to have in the future.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
Participated in the Farm Foundation's Farm Bill Forum. The topic was Alternatives to the 2007 Farm Bill. Opening Remarks were given by Bob Thompson, University of Illinois. He has a wide variety of experience, including USDA Assistant Secretary, the World Bank, and Winrock. He had Co-chaired the Task Force for The Chicago Council's report: Modernizing America's Food and Farm Policy. Craig Cox was a Task Force Member. Dr. Thompson used that report in his talk: Vision for a New Direction.

The other person giving remarks was Ken McCauley of the National Corn Growers Ass'n. He is a farmer from Kansas with excellent background on the working of the Commodity Title of the Farm Bill.

Charles Stenholm, former Congressman from Texas was the moderator for the discussions. It was another good Forum on the debate ahead on the 2007 farm Bill.

Future Forums will be on Energy and Organics.

Had an excellent session with NRCS Chief Lancaster. NRCS is focusing on the FY'07 funding that eliminated money for Small Watersheds and their staff.

The earlier schedule for a Senate Appropriation hearing for NRCS on March 20 for FY'08 funding will not be held as scheduled.  

The expected introduction of two Farm Bills related to conservation etc. by Congressman Kind (D) WI and Congressman Cardoza, (D) CA may occur next week.



















