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APPOINT CHAPTER DELEGATE
Please help make the House of Delegates session productive by providing the following information to Executive Assistant Sue Ann Lynes by April 27, 2007.

1. Name and email address of your Chapter Delegate.

2. Issue paper (these can be very brief) providing background on the issue you would like to discuss during the House of Delegates session.

3. Draft of any resolution(s) you will be asking Delegates to vote on during the session.

Please email this information to Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org and your Regional Director.  If we can keep to the April 27 deadline, we will be able to distribute the agenda, issues papers, and resolutions back to Chapters in May.  That would allow discussion of the issues at the Chapter level prior to the House of Delegates session in July.  We think that would make for a more effective session.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY
March 7, 2007 - A Matter of Balance: Conservation and Renewable Energy. The Michigan Chapter SWCS and the Potawatomi RC&D, are sponsoring a unique and important Seminar on the Renewable Energy issue.  The “Conservation” part of the title does not refer to energy conservation; it refers to the conservation of the natural resource that is critical to the renewable energy cycle – the soil Room 101, Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan.  
For more information contact Daniel F. Kesselring at DFKesselring@aol.com 
March 7 & 8, 2007 -  The Minnesota Chapter will be sponsoring the "Minnesota Terrestrial Invasive Plants" conference on March 7 & 8, 2007 at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  This conference will focus on the detection, identification, prevention, management and restoration of areas impacted by terrestrial invasive plants.  It will also focus on successful management techniques.
 

The targeted audience is resource professionals who manage land areas threatened by invasive plants, who desire to increase their knowledge base.  Information and registration is available on line at the following web site:
 http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=98afbfeb-8f2a-4f90-97c8-469f28713003
March 9 and 10, 2007 - The Chapters in the Northern Plains Region – 6 will gather March 9 and 10, 2007 in Red Lodge, Montana for our annual technical meeting.  Presentations will address a variety of issues including coal-bed methane, carbon sequestration, animal feeding operations, and Yellowstone River cumulative effects studies.  Participants will also hear from speakers about leadership development and communicating the conservation message.  An afternoon tour to the Bridger Plant Materials Center is also planned. We also hope to have President, Theo Dillaha on hand. For details on the agenda and registration/lodging information please visit the Montana Chapter online at: http://www.mtswcs.org/.  Red Lodge is located just north of Yellowstone National Park and is the gateway to the scenic Beartooth Highway.  Red Lodge is about an hour’s drive south of Billings, Montana.  All are welcome to join us.


April 6—Bio-Energy in the Palouse.  Inland Empire Chapter Spring Meeting.  Learn from national, regional, and local experts of the opportunities and challenges of bio-fuels to meet a goal of 25 % of our national energy needs by 2025.  The local emphasis is on small-scale bio-diesel production.  A visit to a farm-scale oil-seed crushing facility is included.  9:00 am to 2:30 pm at the Colton Gun Club, highway 195, Colton, WA.  For more information contact Georgie Leinweber at Georgie.Leinweber@wa.usda.gov.   Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be awarded, pesticide credits have been applied for. 

April 19 - The Maryland Old Line Chapter of SWCS announces their annual spring tour for 2007. The tour will be held Thursday, April 19th.  Participants will meet at the Harford Soil Conservation District office at 8:30 am.  A bus will transport participants to the various stops.  The Harford SCD is located at 19 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD 21050.


Site 1 - Emory Knoll Farms—owned and operated by Ed and Lucy Snodgrass.

They are the leading experts in design and installation of green roof systems.  Mr. Snodgrass will explain what plants work better in which regions and roof drainage design for proper installation.  
Site 2 - Brooms Bloom Ice Cream & Dairy Store - owned and operated by Kate and David Dallam.  Brooms Bloom features old fashioned hand dipped ice cream that is made right on the farm. 


Site 3 - Strawberry Hill Farm—owned and operated by the Schenning family.  The Schennings operate a dairy farm and milk on average 150 cows.  Primary daily operations are performed by father, daughter and son-in-law.  They crop approximately 600 acres.  


Topics to be covered include: green roof systems, roof drainage design, local ag. products promotion, composted bedded pack, heavy use areas, manure storage, dealing with non-farm neighbors.


The registration deadline is April 14.  The fee for the tour is $10 for nonmembers and free for CCA and SWCS members.  The registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  Checks should be made payable to SWCS.  Please mail registration and payment to Renato Cuizon, Maryland Dept. of Agriculture, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For more information please contact Chapter President, David Kann at agplanner@comcast.net.

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 
Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
MEDIA CAMPAIGN – Press Release

Click on www.escn.tv/ to see how the Georgia-Florida-Alabama meeting is being publicized.  After going to www.escn.tv then click on “ESCN.TV Watch your weekly newscast here”. Very cool! If you know of similar television networks in your area willing to give the Society free publicity, be sure to forward them your meeting information.  Mark Anderson-Wilk, Editor-Publications Director would also like to have the information of similar TV  networks around the country so that a press release can be sent regarding the Society’s annual conference coming up in July. 

 EXHIBITOR/SPONSOR PROSPECTUS AVAILABLE ONLINE

The complete exhibitor packet for the 2007 Annual Conference, with booth costs, sponsor opportunities, and exhibitor benefits, is available online at:

http://www.swcs.org/documents/2007_Exhibitor_Kit.pdf  Please contact SueAnn Lynes (515-289-2331 x112 or sueann.lynes@swcs.org) with any questions about exhibiting or sponsoring an event at the conference.

HEADS-UP - MEMBER SURVEY COMING TO YOU SOON

The SWCS Board of Directors will soon be email information to all Society members asking them to complete a membership survey.  The purpose of this anonymous survey is to get your opinion about SWCS programs, activities, and services; and to learn what SWCS could do differently or provide that would most improve the value of membership to you.  The results of this survey will provide guidance to SWCS Board of Directors and Staff in developing a new Strategic Plan.
Please look for this information in the next few weeks.  

MEMBER SERVICES UPDATE
Does our information match yours?  Monthly, you should receive an email from Member Services (a.k.a. Lindey Krug) with 6 reports attached in regards to membership.  Please look at these reports carefully and compare your membership rosters with that of the ones we provide for you.  Is the contact information the same?  Do you have email addresses that we don’t?  If that is the case, please notify memberservices@swcs.org of the updates that need to be made.  A membership survey is in process of being finalized and it will be emailed out upon completion.  We would appreciate it if our records reflected the most current information for all of our members.  Thank you.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

Participated in the Annual Agriculture Outlook Forum, March 1-2.  The program had many speakers on a wide range of issues. The Secretary of Agriculture gave the Keynote Address. Others on his staff including Deputy Secretary Chuck Conner, Chief Economist Keith Collins, and four USDA Under Secretary's contributed to the several concurrent sessions. Many from the private sector had key positions on the agenda. The pending 2007 Farm Bill had a priority for discussions and questions. I have attended several decades of these Forums that have grown with over 1500 now participating.

I monitored the House Appropriation Subcommittee hearing on the Administration's proposals for NRCS's FY'08 funding. The two witnesses were Mark Rey, Under Secretary, Natural Resources and Environment and NRCS Chief Arlen Lancaster (his first). The Committee Chair is Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.). The hearing on March 6 took nearly three hours with questions from 8 Committee members from both parties. Concern about funding for Small Watersheds and RC&D's, NRCS Technical Assistance, Financial Assistance for several of the mandated conservation programs, and several other key issues, were seeking reasons for the funding.

I visited with the Chairwoman, observing that I had missed only one of the hearings with 13 SCS-NRCS Chiefs; I was not in Washington for Chief Bennett's hearings. 

The next Farm Forum on the 2007 Farm Bill will be March 13.

NRCS has replaced Gary Mast with Mike Sanders as Senior Advisor to the Chief. Mr. Sanders is from Oklahoma, and has served in several key positions, including Director of Interns at the White House.



















