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SUBJECT: 
2007 SWCS House of Delegates Meeting

The 2007 House of Delegates meeting is set for Sunday, July 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. during the Society’s annual conference in Tampa, Florida.

To make this meeting as effective as possible, we need to have the Chapter Delegates and the issues you would like added to the agenda identified well before the meeting.  That will give us the time we need to get the agenda and issues to be discussed back out to Delegates so they can prepare to engage effectively in the discussion.  

Please help make the House of Delegates session productive by providing the following information to Executive Assistant Sue Ann Lynes by April 27, 2007.

1. Name and email address of your Chapter Delegate.

2. Issue paper (these can be very brief) providing background on the issue you would like to discuss during the House of Delegates session.

3. Draft of any resolution(s) you will be asking Delegates to vote on during the session.

Please email this information to Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org and your Regional Director.  If we can keep to the April 27 deadline, we will be able to distribute the agenda, issues papers, and resolutions back to Chapters in May.  That would allow discussion of the issues at the Chapter level prior to the House of Delegates session in July.  We think that would make for a more effective session.

As per our Bylaws, only officially designated Delegates can participate in the House of Delegates meeting.  After April 27th, your Regional Director will have to approve any substitutions or changes in your officially designated Delegate.

I am looking forward to a good discussion.  See you in Tampa, Florida!
CHAPTER ACTIVITY
March 7, 2007 - A Matter of Balance: Conservation and Renewable Energy. The Michigan Chapter SWCS and the Potawatomi RC&D, are sponsoring a unique and important Seminar on the Renewable Energy issue.  The “Conservation” part of the title does not refer to energy conservation; it refers to the conservation of the natural resource that is critical to the renewable energy cycle – the soil Room 101, Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan.  
For more information contact Daniel F. Kesselring at DFKesselring@aol.com 
March 7 & 8, 2007 -  The Minnesota Chapter will be sponsoring the "Minnesota Terrestrial Invasive Plants" conference on March 7 & 8, 2007 at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  This conference will focus on the detection, identification, prevention, management and restoration of areas impacted by terrestrial invasive plants.  It will also focus on successful management techniques.
 

The targeted audience is resource professionals who manage land areas threatened by invasive plants, who desire to increase their knowledge base.  Information and registration is available on line at the following web site:
 http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=98afbfeb-8f2a-4f90-97c8-469f28713003
May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 
Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
MEMBER SERVICES UPDATE
Chapter Checks:  Chapter Checks will be sent out shortly.  Please notify Lindey Krug if your Chapter Treasurer has changed in the last six months.

Officer Updates!  We have not received notification of chapter officer changes for the following chapters in 2006: Canada-British Columbia, Oklahoma, Virginia, Maryland-Old Line, and University of Illinois.  Please send Lindey Krug an updated officer roster RIGHT AWAY at memberservices@swcs.org.
Membership Goals: 

Goal Total by February 2007 = 5372


January 2007 = 5169


Total = -203

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

Congress has sent the President H.J. Res.20 (137 pages) the FY '07 funding, that he will sign, for federal agencies until October 1, 2007. NRCS has $759,124,000 for Conservation Operations. FY '06 was $839,519,000. The President's FY 07 recommendation was $745,000,000. Watershed and Flood Prevention is $ 000 as recommended in the President's budget.

FY 06 was $75,000,000. The Senate vote was 81-15 on the $463.5 billion measure. The House had passed the bill in January with the present CR expiring February 15.

The Secretary of Agriculture testified before the House Agriculture Committee on Wednesday. He is scheduled to meet with the House Budget Committee on Thursday.

Congress will be in recess next week.

Participated in a seminar last Monday sponsored by the Fish and Wildlife Foundation. NRCS Chief Lancaster led the session on the Conservation, Energy, and Forestry Titles in the Administration's proposals for the 2007 Farm Bill. The Chief had other members of his staff to assist in the discussions.


















