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CHAPTER ACTIVITY
March 7 & 8, 2007 -  The Minnesota Chapter will be sponsoring the "Minnesota Terrestrial Invasive Plants" conference on March 7 & 8, 2007 at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  This conference will focus on the detection, identification, prevention, management and restoration of areas impacted by terrestrial invasive plants.  It will also focus on successful management techniques.
 

The targeted audience is resource professionals who manage land areas threatened by invasive plants, who desire to increase their knowledge base.  Information and registration is available on line at the following web site:
 http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=98afbfeb-8f2a-4f90-97c8-469f28713003
INFORMATION REGARDING TELECONFERENCING SERVICE

We have received several emails and phone calls in recent weeks from Chapter Presidents asking if teleconferencing services are available through SWCS Headquarters.  Chapter Presidents are trying to connect with their planning committee members who are sometimes located across vast geographic areas.  The distance makes it very difficult for Chapter leaders to have face-to-face planning meetings.  

Teleconferencing service is not available through SWCS headquarters; however, we felt it was important that we do some research on your behalf to learn what options are available so we could pass along the information to you.
We spoke to Don Todd at TBG Conferencing.  Don can offer 8 cents per minute per person on the call for toll free teleconferencing service with 1 day notice. You will not have to sign a contract – service is available on a one-time use basis.  The individual initiating the call may have to provide some type of advanced payment before the call can be set up – such as a credit card.  Don Todd would be happy to speak with you and answer any questions you may have.  Don may be reached at 877-736-4449 if you would like additional information.
There are probably other similar services available, but we wanted to provide this information to give you an idea of the approximate cost and advance notice and payment requirements.  Please be aware that this is being provided to you as information only.  You may be able to do additional research on your own and find services for less than 8 cents per minute per person.  Just be aware that this is a toll free call meaning the people you are trying to connect with will not have to pay individual long distance charges.  Some services are offered for less but the call is usually not toll free to the participants.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR REFERRALS NEEDED
2007 SWCS Annual Conference 

Help us make the 2007 SWCS annual conference even better! We are actively seeking exhibitors and sponsors and are polling members for suggestions of businesses or organizations that may benefit from participation in the annual conference. 
If you know of someone you think we should contact, please e-mail Sue Ann today!!  Sue Ann will make sure that your referral is contacted and sent an exhibitor prospectus along with all of the information they need to be a part of our conference. More information about exhibiting or sponsoring the annual conference is also available online at http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/2007_annual_conference/exhibitor_sponsor_info/ (or simply www.swcs.org).  For more information, please contact Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org. 
FEBRUARY 13 – SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE
Two scholarships are available but we have not received any scholarship applications to date.  Please pass this information along today to all who may qualify to receive scholarship benefits.  

SWCS is offering two scholarships in 2007 to graduate students and conservation professionals who have been members of SWCS for one or more years.   Please share this information with the members of your Chapter so that interested individuals can apply for the scholarships before the application deadline of February 13, 2007.  

Financial assistance is available to members of SWCS who want to pursue higher education and professional development through:

· the Kenneth E. Grant Research Scholarship, $1,300 awarded to an SWCS member for graduate-level research on a specific conservation topic; and

· the Donald A. Williams Soil Conservation Scholarship, up to $1500, offered to members of SWCS who are currently employed but wish to improve their technical or administrative competence in a conservation-related field.  

Scholarship applications and additional information on requirements for each scholarship are available on the SWCS webpage (www.swcs.org).  

CHAPTER AWARDS DEADLINE – FEBRUARY 15

February 15 is the deadline to submit your Chapter’s information to be considered for an Award.  Please take the time to review the information below and take action to be sure that your Chapter is appropriately recognized for their activity and chapter events throughout the past year.  
http://www.swcs.org/en/members/leadership_awards_reports/
MEMBERSHIP - Recruitment Materials are Available
Now is the time to get recruitment materials.  We are one month away from our goal deadline and we have a lot of work to do!  Visit the website at www.swcs.org and look under Resources for Chapter Leaders.  OR, send me (Lindey Krug) an email at memberservices@swcs.org to make a request.  We have brochures, payroll deduction packets, postcards, posters with tear off cards and book marks.  Tell me how many and which item you want us to send you.  Happy recruiting!
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns will discuss specifics of Administration's Farm Bill proposals on Wednesday, January 31, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. EST Deputy Secretary Chuck Conner will further discuss the Secretary's report at 200 p.m. There will be break out sessions on Energy & Rural Development, Conservation & Forestry, Specialty Crops, Nutrition, Research, Education, and Economics from 3:to 4 p.m.                

I will attend these sessions Next week's Friday Notes will covers some of the details of the events. The report is to reflect the views heard during the Farm Bill Forums held earlier across the country.

The House will consider a CR for Fiscal Year 2007 followed by the Senate as the present CR expires February 15, 2007. Speculation is a CR for the rest of FY "07.



















