
SWCS CHAPTER NOTES

TO:

Chapter Presidents



DATE:
January 12, 2007
FROM:
Craig Cox, Executive Director

IN THIS ISSUE

1. SWCS OFFICE CLOSED  FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

2. CHAPTER ACTIVITY
3. NOTE FROM CHAIR OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 13

4. CHAPTER AWARDS DEADLINE – FEBRUARY 15

5. MEMBERSHIP GOALS

6. WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

SWCS OFFICE CLOSED

The SWCS office will be closed on Monday, January 15, 2007 in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. day.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY
January 30, 2007   The Illinois Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society has scheduled their 2007 Annual Meeting and Conference for Tuesday, January 30, 2007 at Christ Lutheran Church Parish Hall, 311 N. Hershey Rd, Normal, Illinois. Registration begins at 9 am, The program is scheduled from 9:30 am to 3:15 pm. Directions: From Interstate 55 at either the north or south sides of town, exit onto Veterans Drive, proceed to Fort Jesse Rd (at the north end of town), turn east and go 2 blocks to Hershey Rd.. Christ Lutheran Church Parish Hall is located at the southwest corner of this intersection.

The theme for this year’s annual meeting is “Alternative Energy ”. The morning Topics and Speakers include: “Ethanol-Future as a Renewable Fuel”, Mark Lambert - Illinois Corn Growers Association; “Soy Diesel-Promising Future”, Julie Toohill - Illinois Soybean Association; “USDA Outlook for Energy”, Doug Wilson - USDA Rural Development; and “Twin Groves Wind Farm Update”, Bill Whitlock - Horizon Wind Energy.

The 2007 SWCS Annual Meeting and Awards Program will be conducted during the Noon Luncheon. The afternoon program will incorporate a bus tour of a wind farm currently under construction in McLean County.

Please join us for this exciting and informative 2007 SWCS Annual Meeting! The Registration Fee of $30 ($40 non-members) will include lunch, breaks, and a bus tour. Advance reservations are required to make necessary meal and meeting arrangements. Please make reservations by Tuesday, January 23rd.  

To reserve your place, make check payable to “SWCS” and send with your name and address to:  Kent Bohnhoff, McLean County SWCD, 402 N. Kays Dr, Normal, IL  61761. For more information contact Kent Bohnhoff at phone (309)-452-0830, Ext. 3.

Jan. 31- Feb 1, 2007  - Montana Chapter Workshop, “Getting Your Feet Wet with Social Marketing: Changing Behavior in Your Watershed” is the title of a day-long workshop to be presented as part of the 2007 Montana Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) technical conference. 

Jack Wilbur, public information specialist for the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, will be presenting an interactive, hands-on workshop that provides a practical introduction to planning, implementing, and evaluating successful social marketing campaigns. Sessions during the day-long workshop include planning for success, assessing your target audiences, positioning your campaign, creating effective messages, the media mix, and evaluation.

The theme of the workshop will be further explored the next two days at the annual Montana SWCS Chapter's technical conference, titled, "Effective Communications:  Connecting to the Conservation Audience".  The technical conference takes place in Bozeman, Mont., Jan. 31- Feb 1, 2007, at the Holiday Inn. The social marketing pre-conference workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 30 also at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman. We look forward to bringing everyone in Montana together who is interested in becoming more effective at communicating your conservation message.

The cost of the social marketing workshop is $15. Register early as participation is limited to 40 people. 

More information about the day-long workshop as well as the annual Montana SWCS Chapter conference including a detailed conference agenda and the workshop/conference registration form is available at the Montana SWCS Chapter website at http://www.mtswcs.org or contact Ann Fischer at 406-778-2238 x 109 (Email: ann.fischer@mt.usda.gov) or Tom Pick at 406-587-6947 (Email: thomas.pick@mt.usda.gov). 
March 7 & 8, 2007 -  The Minnesota Chapter will be sponsoring the "Minnesota Terrestrial Invasive Plants" conference on March 7 & 8, 2007 at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  This conference will focus on the detection, identification, prevention, management and restoration of areas impacted by terrestrial invasive plants.  It will also focus on successful management techniques.
 

The targeted audience is resource professionals who manage land areas threatened by invasive plants, who desire to increase their knowledge base.  Information and registration is available on line at the following web site:
 

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=98afbfeb-8f2a-4f90-97c8-469f28713003
NOTE FROM SWCS PRESIDENT, THEO DILLAHA
Please see the attached file.  It contains descriptions of what last year’s SWCS Chapter Award recipients did to receive their awards.  I know that there are other deserving Chapter Award recipients and I encourage you to get your applications in for this year’s awards.  Deadlines for this year’s annual report and award applications are February 15. Award applications are available at: http://www.swcs.org/en/members/index.cfm?nodeID=6922&audienceID=1. 

Theo Dillaha, SWCS President
NOTE FROM KRISTIN SMITH – CHAIR, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Dear SWCS Chapter President:

Would members of your Chapter like to continue their education, update their skills or conduct graduate-level research in conservation-related fields?  SWCS will offer at least two scholarships in 2007 to graduate students and conservation professionals who have been members of SWCS for one or more years.   Please share this information with the members of your Chapter so that interested individuals can apply for the scholarships before the application deadline of February 13, 2007.  

Financial assistance is available to members of SWCS who want to pursue higher education and professional development through:

· the Kenneth E. Grant Research Scholarship, $1,300 awarded to an SWCS member for graduate-level research on a specific conservation topic; and

· the Donald A. Williams Soil Conservation Scholarship, up to $1500, offered to members of SWCS who are currently employed but wish to improve their technical or administrative competence in a conservation-related field.  

Scholarship applications and additional information on requirements for each scholarship are available on the SWCS webpage (www.swcs.org).  Members may also contact their regional representative on the SWCS Professional Development Committee or SWCS Headquarters (512-289-2331) for more information.  A brochure describing the various scholarship opportunities is attached for your use.  

Thank you for your assistance.

/s/ Kristin Smith

Kristin Smith, Chair

SWCS Professional Development Committee

CHAPTER AWARDS DEADLINE – FEBRUARY 15

February 15 is the deadline to submit your Chapter’s information to be considered for an Award.  Please take the time to review the information below and take action to be sure that your Chapter is appropriately recognized for their activity and chapter events throughout the past year.  
http://www.swcs.org/en/members/leadership_awards_reports/
MEMBERSHIP GOALS

Goal Total by February 2007 = 5372


September 2006 = 5182


Total = -190

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The U.S. Senate Agriculture held a hearing on January 10 on Agriculture and rural America's role in enhancing national energy security. Two panels presented statements. Dr,Keith Collins, USDA's Chief Economist had an 16 page statement. Chairman Tom Harkin said the hearing was to "plant the flag" for a top priority issue in the 2007 Farm Bill.

NRCS held a detailed briefing on January 10 on CSP.

Dr.Otto Doering, Purdue University Economist will present a Seminar in USDA on January 12.

The next Farm Bill Forum will discuss Specialty Crop Issues in the 2007 Farm Bill on January 17. 

The Washington Post Editorial on January 8 was headlined, "Agriwelfare", the expiring farm bill gives Congress a chance to do better.



















