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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

January 15th, 2008 - SC SWCS symposium entitled--Smart Farming--The Basics of Precision Agriculture.  This SC SWCS sponsored symposium seeks to educate participants on the latest advances in precision agriculture. Topics include--• What is precision ag?• How do you get started?• What is your investment?• The economics of precision ag.• Keys to successful implementation • A producer panel will allow attendees to hear first-hand experiences from farmers who have experimented with precision ag.• Applying precision ag on pastureland.  The symposium will kick off with lunch, and will take place in Myrtle Beach, SC. Early bird registration is due by December 17th! You can download and print out a registration form at this link:  http://www.scswcs.org/RegisterSymposium.pdf  

HOLIDAY WISHES AND SWCS OFFICE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS

The Staff at Ankeny would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all you do for the Society.  Our best wishes to you and your family for very merry and happy holidays.  
The Ankeny office will close on December 25th and reopen on January 2nd - safe travels to all. 

SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

SWCS OFFERS GIFT MEMBERSHIP FOR THE HOLIDAYS

SWCS offers a gift membership opportunity.  Introduce a friend to the benefit so a SWCS membership.  See the attached flyers and forward to all members in your chapter today!

Your gift will

· Support – local, national and international soil and water conservation

· Provide – education and professional networking opportunities

· Inform – Highlights of current conservation methods, practices and research featured in the award winning Journal of Soil and Water by-monthly publication

WHY – Because the Environment Matters

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
Congress has finished their first session and will return January 22, 2008.  The Senate has completed their version of the next Farm Bill. Many amendments were debated, most being withdrawn for lack of the 60 votes needed for approval. This included the two efforts to cap annual payments to either $250,000 or $750,000 for each producer. The Administration has recommended that this is needed, along with other concerns about the total cost of the new bill, or a veto may be used.

The measure has now gone to a Conference to iron out the items that differ with the House passed bill. Agriculture staffs will be working on these issues during the three week break. It will require many key decisions that face members of the Conference when they return.

In a seperate, but key action, Congress approved an omnibus funding bill for FY '08 for most federal agencies, including USDA. In that bill could be action that would allow the 2002 farm bill language to continue for three months. This would protect the base for spending for present programs.

In the funding bill NRCS fares as follows:

Conservation Operations: $840,326,000
Watershed Surveys:         000
Watershed Operations:     30,000,000
Watershed Rehab.:          20,000,000
RC&D                            51,088,000
 
EQIP:                            1,000,000,000
FRPP:                            97,000,000
WHIP:                           85,000,000
Healthy Forests               2,000,000

*CSP:                             No limitations  
*WRP                              No limitations 
*We will have more on these later.

The President has signed a major energy bill that calls for increase in renewable fuels that will increase pressure on how land is used.

Indications are that, with the price of soybeans and costs of fertilizer, etc., they will be brought back into the rotation.

Attended an NRCS open house with many retirees renewing old working friendships. 

Readers of my views each week: "Best wishes for the Holidays. See you on this page again in 2008".

