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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

January 15th, 2008 - SC SWCS symposium entitled--Smart Farming--The Basics of Precision Agriculture.  This SC SWCS sponsored symposium seeks to educate participants on the latest advances in precision agriculture. Topics include--• What is precision ag?• How do you get started?• What is your investment?• The economics of precision ag.• Keys to successful implementation • A producer panel will allow attendees to hear first-hand experiences from farmers who have experimented with precision ag.• Applying precision ag on pastureland.  The symposium will kick off with lunch, and will take place in Myrtle Beach, SC. Early bird registration is due by December 17th! You can download and print out a registration form at this link:  http://www.scswcs.org/RegisterSymposium.pdf  

SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

SWCS OFFERS GIFT MEMBERSHIP FOR THE HOLIDAYS

SWCS offers a gift membership opportunity.  Introduce a friend to the benefit so a SWCS membership.  See the attached flyers and forward to all members in your chapter today!

Your gift will

· Support – local, national and international soil and water conservation

· Provide – education and professional networking opportunities

· Inform – Highlights of current conservation methods, practices and research featured in the award winning Journal of Soil and Water by-monthly publication

WHY – Because the Environment Matters

HOLIDAY DISCOUNT FOR SWCS GEAR!

Have you considered getting a SWCS shirt or blanket or jacket for someone for the holidays? Now is the time!   SWCS is offering a 10% holiday discount for any purchases made at: http://www.americanbus.com/swcs 

The Discount Code is 6UDYEYLOR, it is not case sensitive.  Copy and paste the code into Discount Code box in the shopping cart at checkout. The savings are only good until Dec. 15th. 

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The U.S. Senate is presently debating H.R.2419 their version of the next farm bill. Up to 40 amendments may be on the floor. A vote Tuesday morning on the Dorgan-Grassley capping annual commodity payments at $250,000, needing 60 votes, had 56-43 and failed. Several other small amendments have been rejected. Senate leaders hope to finish the bill by this week-end. It will go to conference with the House measure, but any action will not be until January, 2008.  A three month extension is proposed to be part of the FY '08 omnibus spending bill to ensure certain programs continue while Congress works on the bill. The new CR will expire December 21, 2007.

Participated in a Farm Foundation Forum on Land Use. Also, attended a luncheon where Under Secretary Bruce Knight was the speaker. He defended the Administration's proposal for farm bill reform. Both the farm bill and FY'08 funding could face a veto unless budget items are within those set by the President.

Olin Sims, President of NACD died last Friday in his home state of Wyoming. He may have been involved in a farming accident. Several top USDA officials will attend the funeral on this Saturday. Steve Robinson, Ohio, is the NACD Vice President. 

Had my monthly meeting with NRCS Chief Lancaster for an update on many activities of mutual interest.
