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DEADLINE FOR SWCS INDIVIDUAL AWARDS – DECEMBER 12
The awards program of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is designed to recognize individuals and organizations who have made outstanding contributions in advocating the conservation of soil, water and related natural resources. These are not to be confused with Chapter Awards. Information about Chapter Awards can be found under the “Members Only” link on the left. You can also view the 2007 Awards Program to learn more about both the individual and chapter awards.
 

The criteria and nominating procedures for the awards program are on the website. Award recipients will be announced at the Society's annual meeting, unless otherwise indicated.

Use the following link to view all of the Society’s individual awards.

http://www.swcs.org/en/members_only/index.cfm?nodeID=11400&audienceID=1 
CHAPTER ACTIVITY

December 7, 2007----The Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter of SWCS will hold its annual winter meeting and awards banquet at the Ryan’s Family Steakhouse on December 7th.  Highlights of the evening include the annual scholarship & award presentations and the scholarship benefit auction.  The meeting will start at 6:00 pm EST with dinner, annual award & scholarship presentations followed by the business meeting.  The night will conclude with the always festive scholarship auction where the bidding is always spirited!  Please contact Danny.Hughes@ky.usda.gov for more information.

December 11, 2007 – See Attached File - The South Carolina Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is hosting a symposium titled, Balancing Growth with Environmental Integrity in Urban Development. The symposium is targeting developers, planners, engineers, private citizens, and anyone who is concerned about protecting natural resources in urban areas. The symposium will emphasize the importance of developing a conservation footprint early in the planning stages. The bottom line is protection of water quality in areas where natural resources are feeling the effects of high-density development. Agenda topics include: Protecting Water Quality through Local Policy Implementation;  Developing Environmentally Friendly Housing Communities; Erosion Control with Recycled Organic Materials; and The Worth of Conservation Easements. The symposium will take place December 11, 2007, in Columbia, SC. For more information, contact SC SWCS Chapter President Amy Maxwell at allimaxwell@earthlink.net.

January 15th, 2008 - SC SWCS symposium entitled--Smart Farming--The Basics of Precision Agriculture.  This SC SWCS sponsored symposium seeks to educate participants on the latest advances in precision agriculture. Topics include--• What is precision ag?• How do you get started?• What is your investment?• The economics of precision ag.• Keys to successful implementation • A producer panel will allow attendees to hear first-hand experiences from farmers who have experimented with precision ag.• Applying precision ag on pastureland.  The symposium will kick off with lunch, and will take place in Myrtle Beach, SC. Early bird registration is due by December 17th! You can download and print out a registration form at this link:  http://www.scswcs.org/RegisterSymposium.pdf  

SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

HOLIDAY DISCOUNT FOR SWCS GEAR!

Have you considered getting a SWCS shirt or blanket or jacket for someone for the holidays? Now is the time!   SWCS is offering a 10% holiday discount for any purchases made at: http://www.americanbus.com/swcs 

The Discount Code is 6UDYEYLOR, it is not case sensitive.  Copy and paste the code into Discount Code box in the shopping cart at checkout. The savings are only good until Dec. 15th. 

DIG IT! THE SECRETS OF SOIL: 
A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Soils Exhibit Opening and the Traveling Tour 

The 2008 Pritchard Lecture will be an exploration of Dig It! The Secrets of Soil by the Soil Science Society of America and the National Museum of Natural History (NMNH). The 5,000 square foot exhibit opens to the public July 19, 2008, at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington, DC. 

Moderators for the program will be Ellen Bergfeld, CEO, Soil Science Society of America, and Paul Kamps, Development Officer, SSSA. The two-person panel of presenters will be Barbara Stauffer, Exhibit Developer, NMNH, and Jennifer Bine, Project Director, SITES. The Exhibit Curator, a biogeochemist with Smithsonian's Environmental Research Center has also been invited to join the panel.  

More information on the session is available at www.swcs.org/pritchard08. 

For more information on the exhibit, visit www.soils.org/smithsonian
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
Congress returned this week to face a demanding schedule prior to their Christmas break in two weeks. Pending, along with the 2007 Farm Bill are: 11 of the 12 annual bills to fund federal agencies in Fiscal Year 2008, a major energy proposal, funding for the war, and a measure to hold off the expansion of the alternative minimum tax that would impact several million tax payers. The present CR expires December 14 and is expected to be extended. Congress may not return in 2007 after their Christmas break.

Majority Leader Harry Senator Reid has filed for a cloture vote on the 2007 Farm Bill on Friday, December 7. The Senate has been unable to resolve the number and kind of amendments that could be debated during floor action on the 2007 Farm Bill. More than 260 amendments have been filed. USDA Acting Secretary Chuck Conner has said “that the President very much wants to sign a strong farm bill before this process is over”.

The Washington Post this week had an article on USDA’s Guaranteed Loan Program. The program is to help fund rural development efforts. CRS has updated their comparison of the House and Senate 2007 Farm Bills for members of Congress. It is 26 pages-Order Code RL34228.

