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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

December 3, 2007 - The Michigan Chapter will be holding its Annual Meeting on Monday, December 3rd, at Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire, MI.  The meeting will start with dinner around 6 p.m., followed by a program and will conclude with the business meeting.  The Annual Meeting will be preceded by an afternoon professional development program on Manure Digesters.

More details will be forwarded as they become available. Contact Daniel Kesslring for more information at:  DFKesselring@aol.com 

December 7, 2007----The Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter of SWCS will hold its annual winter meeting and awards banquet at the Ryan’s Family Steakhouse on December 7th.  Highlights of the evening include the annual scholarship & award presentations and the scholarship benefit auction.  The meeting will start at 6:00 pm EST with dinner, annual award & scholarship presentations followed by the business meeting.  The night will conclude with the always festive scholarship auction where the bidding is always spirited!  Please contact Danny.Hughes@ky.usda.gov for more information.

December 11, 2007 – See Attached File - The South Carolina Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is hosting a symposium titled, Balancing Growth with Environmental Integrity in Urban Development. The symposium is targeting developers, planners, engineers, private citizens, and anyone who is concerned about protecting natural resources in urban areas. The symposium will emphasize the importance of developing a conservation footprint early in the planning stages. The bottom line is protection of water quality in areas where natural resources are feeling the effects of high-density development. Agenda topics include: Protecting Water Quality through Local Policy Implementation;  Developing Environmentally Friendly Housing Communities; Erosion Control with Recycled Organic Materials; and The Worth of Conservation Easements. The symposium will take place December 11, 2007, in Columbia, SC. For more information, contact SC SWCS Chapter President Amy Maxwell at allimaxwell@earthlink.net.

January 15th, 2008 - SC SWCS symposium entitled--Smart Farming--The Basics of Precision Agriculture.  This SC SWCS sponsored symposium seeks to educate participants on the latest advances in precision agriculture. Topics include--• What is precision ag?• How do you get started?• What is your investment?• The economics of precision ag.• Keys to successful implementation • A producer panel will allow attendees to hear first-hand experiences from farmers who have experimented with precision ag.• Applying precision ag on pastureland.  The symposium will kick off with lunch, and will take place in Myrtle Beach, SC. Early bird registration is due by December 17th! You can download and print out a registration form at this link:  http://www.scswcs.org/RegisterSymposium.pdf  

SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

SWCS OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING

SWCS Office in Ankeny, Iowa will be closed next Thursday and Friday, November 22 and 23.   Happy Thanksgiving to all and safe travels.

2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PAPERS – Deadline for Abstracts is December 3, 2007
The Call for Papers is now available.  Go to http://www.swcs.org/documents/08Call.pdf to download or read the entire document.  Abstract deadline is December 3.
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The delay on debating the Senate Agriculture Committee’s 2007 Farm Bill on the Senate floor, prior to their Thanksgiving recess, was because of disagreement over the number and kind of amendments to be included.
A cloture motion to limit debate to 30 hours requiring 60 votes lost by 5 votes. We have heard that as many as 300 farm bill amendments have been filed. An attempt to limit amendments to between five to ten for each side could now be under consideration.
Talk of extending the 2002 Farm Bill had Rep. Collin Peterson, Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee saying, ”he won’t support an extension of the current farm bill if Congress can’t finalize a new one”. Congress resumes work next week.
In November the Congressional Research Service (CRS) released a report by Jasper Womach: Possible Expiration of the 2002 Farm Bill.  Past farm bills generally have been enacted late in the year. The 1981 and 1985 farm bills were enacted in late December.
What was to be the 1995 farm bill was not signed into law until April 4, 1996. The report noted that if there is no action on commodity support before the start of the 2008 harvest provisions of the Agriculture Adjustment Act of 1938 and the Agriculture Act of 1949 would take effect. Congress is unlikely to let that happen as those laws are radically different from current policy.
Other issues that need action by Congress include Fiscal Year 2008 funding for most federal agencies. The present CR runs through December 14, 2007.  An energy bill that would relate to ethanol and other alternative fuels is also pending. About 24 percent of the nation’s corn crop is expected to be used for ethanol production this year up from 13 percent in 2004.
