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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

December 3, 2007 - The Michigan Chapter will be holding its Annual Meeting on Monday, December 3rd, at Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire, MI.  The meeting will start with dinner around 6 p.m., followed by a program and will conclude with the business meeting.  The Annual Meeting will be preceded by an afternoon professional development program on Manure Digesters.

More details will be forwarded as they become available. Contact Daniel Kesslring for more information at:  DFKesselring@aol.com 

December 7, 2007----The Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter of SWCS will hold its annual winter meeting and awards banquet at the Ryan’s Family Steakhouse on December 7th.  Highlights of the evening include the annual scholarship & award presentations and the scholarship benefit auction.  The meeting will start at 6:00 pm EST with dinner, annual award & scholarship presentations followed by the business meeting.  The night will conclude with the always festive scholarship auction where the bidding is always spirited!  Please contact Danny.Hughes@ky.usda.gov for more information.

December 11, 2007 – See Attached File - The South Carolina Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is hosting a symposium titled, Balancing Growth with Environmental Integrity in Urban Development. The symposium is targeting developers, planners, engineers, private citizens, and anyone who is concerned about protecting natural resources in urban areas. The symposium will emphasize the importance of developing a conservation footprint early in the planning stages. The bottom line is protection of water quality in areas where natural resources are feeling the effects of high-density development. Agenda topics include: Protecting Water Quality through Local Policy Implementation;  Developing Environmentally Friendly Housing Communities; Erosion Control with Recycled Organic Materials; and The Worth of Conservation Easements. The symposium will take place December 11, 2007, in Columbia, SC. For more information, contact SC SWCS Chapter President Amy Maxwell at allimaxwell@earthlink.net.

SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

SWCS OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING

SWCS Office in Ankeny, Iowa will be closed next Thursday and Friday, November 22 and 23.   Happy Thanksgiving to all and safe travels.

ONLINE CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS

If your chapter is going to be hosting a conference or workshop between now and April and would like to use the cvent registration system (that we use for the annual conference) for your conference, please contact Jody or Dewayne.  We have a block at a reduced rate that need to be used up by April. Cost is $5.50 per registrant plus 4.5% of the credit card fees (this at SWCS cost). First come, first serve.
2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PAPERS – Deadline for Abstracts is December 3, 2007
The Call for Papers is now available.  Go to http://www.swcs.org/documents/08Call.pdf to download or read the entire document.  Abstract deadline is December 3.
NOTE REGARDING SWCS SCHOLARSHIPS FROM SHELLY LASSITER – CHAIR, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Would members of your Chapter like to continue their education, update their skills or conduct graduate-level research in conservation-related fields?  SWCS will offer at least two scholarships in 2008 to graduate students and conservation professionals who have been members of SWCS for one or more years.   Please share this information with the members of your Chapter so that interested individuals can apply for the scholarships before the application deadline of February 13, 2008.  

Financial assistance is available to members of SWCS who want to pursue higher education and professional development through:

· the Kenneth E. Grant Research Scholarship, $1,300 awarded to an SWCS member for graduate-level research on a specific conservation topic; and

· the Donald A. Williams Soil Conservation Scholarship, up to $1500, offered to members of SWCS who are currently employed but wish to improve their technical or administrative competence in a conservation-related field.  

Scholarship applications and additional information on requirements for each scholarship are available on the SWCS webpage http://www.swcs.org/en/members_only/index.cfm?nodeID=11399&audienceID=1  
ATTENTION CHAPTER OFFICERS: 

The Chapter Core Activity Report is being replaced with the Annual Chapter Activity Report. Due to changing requirements with the Combined Federal Campaign as well as other headquarters’ reporting requirements, all chapters are required to complete this form. If we do not receive these reports, we will not meet our requirements, and SWCS could lose our ability to receive contributions through the Combined Federal Campaign which provides SWCS with over $16,000 in contributions every year. The form is very brief and can be found at 2007 Annual Chapter Activity Report. This report must be returned to Judy Doerner (Judy.Doerner@vt.usda.gov) by February 15, 2008.

NOTE FROM LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR – JUDY DOERNER

February 15 is the deadline to submit your Chapter’s information to be considered for an Award.  Please take the time to review the information below and take action to be sure that your Chapter is appropriately recognized for their activity and chapter events throughout the past year.  
Annual Chapter Activity Report - Must be completed by all chapters. This is a two page form that contains several questions to show that the chapter is still active.
Outstanding Chapter Award - To be filled out by any chapter wishing to be considered for the award.  This is a three-page form.
Chapter Achievement Award  - To be filled out by any chapter wishing to be considered for the award. This is a two page form.  No chapter can be recognized more than once during a 10-year period for the same basic activity.
Sustained Performance Award - To be filled out by any chapter wishing to be considered for the award. This is a single page form. No chapter can be recognized more than once during a 5-year period. (note that this is a recent change)
Professional Development Award - This award is to be filled out by any chapter wishing to be considered for the award.  This is a three page form.  A chapter must submit the Chapter Core Activity Report. 
http://www.swcs.org/en/members_only/chapter_reports_awards/ All nominations must be received by February 15.  

NEW IRS NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR ORGANIZATIONS WITH GROSS RECEIPTS OF $25,000 OR LESS 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 requires you (all SWCS chapters)  to file an annual electronic notice for tax periods beginning after December 31, 2006, if you are not required to file Form 990 (or 990-EZ), Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax, because your gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less.  

***This includes all chapters even those under SWCS headquarters 501c3 group exemption.  

The annual electronic notice is due by the 15th day of the fifth month after the close of your tax 

period. For example, if your tax period ends on December 31, 2007, the annual electronic notice 

is due May 15, 2008. 

What Information Will the Annual Electronic Notice Include? 

The notice will require you to provide the following information: 

Organization’s legal name, 

Any other names your organization uses, 

Mailing address, 

Website address (if applicable), 

Employer identification number (EIN), 

Name and address of a principal officer of your organization, 

Organization’s annual tax period, 

Verify that your organization’s annual gross receipts are still normally $25,000 or less, and indicate if your organization has terminated (is no longer in business). 

For the latest information about filing the annual electronic notice, you can: 

Sign up for Exempt Organization’s EO Update, a regular e-mail newsletter that highlights new   information posted on the charities pages of irs.gov. To subscribe go to www.irs.gov/eo and click on _EO Newsletter._ 

Check the website at www.irs.gov/eo. 

****For further detailed information, please see the PDF letter from the IRS. 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/cp299.pdf

Chapters with gross receipts greater than $25,000 are still required to file IRS Form 990 or Form 990EZ.

If you can not get your questions answered at the IRS website or the attached IRS letter, please contact Jody Ogg at jody.ogg@swcs.org or 515-289-2331 ext 122.
Jody Ogg
Soil and Water Conservation Society
515-289-2331 ext 122
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The 2007 farm bill has been delayed on the Senate floor until both parties resolve what will be considered as relevant amendments to the measure reported by the Senate Agriculture Committee last week.

The bill in its present form would also face a potential veto.

Monday is a federal holiday.

