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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

October 16-17, 2007 - West North Central Regional Conference presents - IMPACTS OF INCREASED BIO-FUEL PRODUCTION ON THE MIDWEST LANDSCAPE  October 16-17, 2007 Holiday Inn ~ Dubuque, Iowa.  See attached flyer for more information.
December 3, 2007 - The Michigan Chapter will be holding its Annual Meeting on Monday, December 3rd, at Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire, MI.  The meeting will start with dinner around 6 p.m., followed by a program and will conclude with the business meeting.  The Annual Meeting will be preceded by an afternoon professional development program on Manure Digesters.

More details will be forwarded as they be come available. Contact Daniel Kesslring for more information at:  DFKesselring@aol.com 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE GOES TO WORK ON 2008 ELECTIONS

The Nominations Committee has begun work to identify qualified candidates to run for election on the Board of Directors.  The Call for Recommendations has been sent out t5o all chapter Presidents asking for assistance in finding individuals who are willing to serve and who meet the representation criteria outlined by the Board.  This year, elections will be held to fill the following  vacancies:

	Position
	Term
	Incumbent

	Northeast Region 
	3-years
	

	West North Central
	3-years
	Peggie James

	West Region
	3-years
	Don Wysocki 

	At-Large Director
	3-years
	

	Student Director
	1-year
	

	Southwest Region*
	1-year
	Robert Abercrombie 


Your regional directors can use your help in referring names of qualified individuals who would be willing to serve in the important capacity.  For more information about the recommendation process and a recommendation form, go to the SWCS website at: http://www.swcs.org/en/about_swcs/board_of_directors/call_for_recommendations.cfm
IT IS ALL ABOUT PASSION AND DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIPS

Corporate Membership – It is all about developing a relationship with others who share our passion for conservation of our natural resources!

Consider inviting individuals that you have an ongoing business relationship with to attend one of your chapter meetings.  This would be a great way to show potential corporate members the value of the Society and at the same time highlight many of the grassroots activities that the chapter takes part in to promote conservation. The local chapter has the greatest opportunity to demonstrate the value of membership.
There may be someone from corporate industry who has expertise with the development or implementation of conservation products or methods that would be willing to share valuable information at one of your chapter meetings.  
· Take a look at the member roster Lindey Krug from Member Services sends to the Chapter Presidents and Membership Chairs each week. You may be surprised to learn that several of your current members would make excellent corporate members.  

· Review the list of people you have invited to speak at your annual meetings during the past two to three years.  You have already developed a relationship with these folks.  They know the Society and what we do.  They would make excellent candidates for corporate membership.

Our corporate member in New York was asked to speak at a chapter meeting.  The Chapter President then suggested that they should be corporate members – that all there is to it.  Use the following link to download the NEW corporate membership brochure and benefit cost comparison-membership applications.  http://www.swcs.org/en/corporate_membership/  

REMEMBER:  Corporate members generate membership dues to the local chapters.  Gold level membership - $300 to local chapter, Silver level membership - $200 to local chapter, Bronze level membership $100 to local chapter.
FROM MEMBER SERVICES

End of the month reports:  In the past, chapter Presidents and Membership Chairs have had the benefit of receiving end of the month membership reports to assist with member relations.  Starting in October, these reports will come to you weekly.  We hope this change will make communications with new and terminating members more efficient for you.  If you have any questions, please contact Lindey Krug, memberservices@swcs.org.

Reinstating terminated members:  Over the last couple of months, we have been making every attempt to retain our terminating members.  Linda Larson, a staff member for SWCS has been calling terminated and has done so with great success.  Over the last two months, we have reinstated 23% of those terminating.  Just think how many more members we could reinstate if we had your help.  PLEASE, stop and take a moment to look over the weekly reports.  If you know anyone on the list or see someone in your region, please give them a call.  Don’t let them miss out on the value of their SWCS membership.  

Chapter Leader Guide:  The Membership Committee has updated Chapter 7 of the Chapter Leader Guide: Ensuring Growth and Vitality.  This guide is now available on our website http://www.swcs.org/documents/Chapter_Leader_Guide_7_Ensuring_Growth.pdf.  Check it out.

Check Your Chapter Officers:  Go to the new MEMBERS ONLY section of the website now and make sure the officers listed for your chapter are correct and up to date (http://members.swcs.org/index.cfm?fa=officers.home).  Contact Lindey Krug with any changes and updates.

NORM BERG – Washington, DC representative for the Soil and Water Conservation Society.  The Fall 2007 issue of American Farmland – The magazine of American Farmland Trust highlights Norm Berg’s lifetime of conservation.  The title of the article is “A Conservation Calling: Norm Berg’s lifetime of Saving the Land.”  The article is written by Max Schnepf.  Go to www.farmlandinfo.org to see the complete Norm Berg Collection.

The Norm Berg Collection 
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Norm Berg is a living legacy — a link to the beginnings of agricultural conservation in the United States. His far-reaching career began in 1943 at the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Soil Conservation Service (SCS) — a relatively new agency formed in response to the Dust Bowl. Today, at nearly 90 years old, Berg remains a committed conservationist. He continues to serve as senior advisor for American Farmland Trust (AFT) and as the Washington, D.C., representative for the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS). 

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The U.S. Senate Committee on Finance is scheduled to meet this Thursday, October 4 to mark up: The Heartland, Habitat, Harvest, and Horticultural Act of 2007. This measure is needed to fund the 2007 Farm Bill. The Committee is chaired by Max Baucus (D-MT).

Charles Grassley (R-IA) is ranking member. The Senate Agriculture Committee was scheduled to mark up their version of the next farm bill this week but have postponed action until later in October.

The Finance Committee proposal includes “Allowing farmers now enrolled in USDA conservation programs to opt for tax credits instead of payments would give Harkin more money to work with in his bill, and ease pressure to pay for new priorities by cutting popular subsidies” as reported on 10/04/07 by Congressional Quarterly writer Catherine Richert. In the end, Harkin’s bill is expected to look much like a proposal by Budget Chairman Kent Conrad (D-ND.). Conrad’s proposal is drafted to draw support from Southern lawmakers by preserving farm payments. Senator Conrad played a key role in the 2002 Farm Bill.

A proposal for $5 billion for permanent agriculture disaster aid is opposed by U.S.D.A.  The allocation of limited new funds for the 2007 farm bill titles is a tough challenge for the decision-makers.  The U.S. Congress will be in recess next week. 
