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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

Friday, October 5, 2007 - ALSTEAD FLOOD SYMPOSIUM   Nearly two years ago, on the morning of October 9, 2005, the Town of Alstead experienced the worst natural disaster in its 240-year history – the Alstead Flood of 2005. On Friday, October 5, 2007, the Alstead Flood of 2005: Recovery and Lessons Learned will be discussed at the annual meeting of the New Hampshire-Vermont Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society in Alstead, NH. Co-sponsors of the meeting include the Alstead Historical Society, the Alstead Conservation Commission, the Cold River Local Advisory Committee, and the Cheshire County Conservation District.  

The symposium will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Alstead Town Hall (at the rear of the Alstead Fire Station). Presentations will include a pictorial overview of the 2005 flood damage, hydrologic and geologic perspectives of the flood, an analysis of the geomorphology of the Warren Brook and Cold River as the basis for the flood restoration plan, river bank stabilization efforts, problems related road repairs and bridge replacement, and the impacts of the flood on the aquatic environment.  The speakers will represent the Federal and State agencies directly involved in planning and implementing the flood restoration efforts. A selectman from the Town of Alstead will summarize the impacts of the 2005 flood on the community. 

After lunch, participants will tour flood restoration projects in the valleys of the Cold River and Warren Brook returning to Millot Green by 4:30 p.m. 

The symposium is open to the public; however, there is a registration fee of $10. Pre-registration by September 28 is required if you wish to purchase a box lunch. Checks should be made payable to the NH-VT SWCS Chapter.  For a copy of the program, registration form, or more information please contact Nicholas Comerci by e-mail at nicholas.comerci@vt.usda.gov> or Nancy Rendall at bluemoonenv@metrocast.net.
September 29, 2007  - The Oregon SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday September 29th, 2007 at the planned site of the Yamhill County SWCD Miller Woods Outdoor Education Center at McMinnville, Oregon.  Confirmed presentations so far include: Tim Schriber, Yamhill SWCD discussing the plans for the education center;  Jon Lea, NRCS Leader-Inventory & Assessment, will provide an update of SNOTEL technology and products; and;  Chris Schreiner, Quality Control Director, Oregon Tilth, will discuss issues surrounding the transition from conventional to organic farming .  Lunch will be provided.  For a copy of the final agenda, directions to the meeting site, and to register, please contact Russ Hatz 503-414-3235 or russ.hatz@or.usda.gov.
December 3, 2007 - The Michigan Chapter will be holding its Annual Meeting on Monday, December 3rd, at Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire, MI.  The meeting will start with dinner around 6 p.m., followed by a program and will conclude with the business meeting.  The Annual Meeting will be preceded by an afternoon professional development program on Manure Digesters.

More details will be forwarded as they be come available. Contact Daniel Kesslring for more information at:  DFKesselring@aol.com 

FROM MEMBER SERVICES

End of the month reports:  In the past, chapter Presidents and Membership Chairs have had the benefit of receiving end of the month membership reports to assist with member relations.  Starting in October, these reports will come to you weekly.  We hope this change will make communications with new and terminating members more efficient for you.  If you have any questions, please contact Lindey Krug, memberservices@swcs.org.

Reinstating terminated members:  Over the last couple of months, we have been making every attempt to retain our terminating members.  Linda Larson, a staff member for SWCS has been calling terminated and has done so with great success.  Over the last two months, we have reinstated 23% of those terminating.  Just think how many more members we could reinstate if we had your help.  PLEASE, stop and take a moment to look over the weekly reports.  If you know anyone on the list or see someone in your region, please give them a call.  Don’t let them miss out on the value of their SWCS membership.  

Chapter Leader Guide:  The Membership Committee has updated Chapter 7 of the Chapter Leader Guide: Ensuring Growth and Vitality.  This guide is now available on our website http://www.swcs.org/documents/Chapter_Leader_Guide_7_Ensuring_Growth.pdf.  Check it out.

Check Your Chapter Officers:  Go to the new MEMBERS ONLY section of the website now and make sure the officers listed for your chapter are correct and up to date (http://members.swcs.org/index.cfm?fa=officers.home).  Contact Lindey Krug with any changes and updates.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The U.S. Senate is expected to enact a Continuing Resolution (CR) by Friday. The House has already passed the CR.  It will keep the federal agencies that do not have a FY’08 appropriation operating until November16, 2007 at their FY’07 level of funding.

The potential for the Senate Agriculture Committee to mark up their version of the next farm bill is closer to happening before October 8 (Columbus Day) when Congress takes a brief recess.

The Washington Post, earlier this week, had an article stating, “Some say Johanns Abandoned Farm Legislation. LEAVING JUST IN TIME?”  He listed a range of projects during his tenure as Secretary, including more than doubling the number of acres in conservation to 184 million acres. He does leave USDA without the law needed on future spending of $286 billion of federal money. American Farmland Trust President Ralph Grossi said, “The problem with changing farm policy you are up against very long-established and entrenched set of interests who don’t want policy to change.”
Johanns is expected to become a candidate for an open Senate seat.
