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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

September 27, 2007 - The Show-Me Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is hosting its annual Fall Forum on September 27, 2007. The topic of this year’s forum is, “Environmental Impacts on Soil and Water Resources from Increased Biofuel Production.” The Forum will be held at the Comfort Inn in Macon, Missouri and will conclude with an afternoon tour of an ethanol plant located in Macon. Tentative schedule:

8:30-9:30 AM Registration

9:30-11:30 AM Speakers

11:30-12:00 PM Panel Questions

12:00-1:00 PM Catered Lunch

1:30-3:30 PM Ethanol Plant Tour

Registration is $15 for SWCS members and $20 for non-members and includes the cost of the meal for all pre-registrations received by September 19. Registration fee at the door is $24 and does not include the meal. Become a member of the Show-Me Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society at the Forum and the registration fee for the Forum will be FREE! 

September 29, 2007  - The Oregon SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday September 29th, 2007 at the planned site of the Yamhill County SWCD Miller Woods Outdoor Education Center at McMinnville, Oregon.  Confirmed presentations so far include: Tim Schriber, Yamhill SWCD discussing the plans for the education center;  Jon Lea, NRCS Leader-Inventory & Assessment, will provide an update of SNOTEL technology and products; and;  Chris Schreiner, Quality Control Director, Oregon Tilth, will discuss issues surrounding the transition from conventional to organic farming .  Lunch will be provided.  For a copy of the final agenda, directions to the meeting site, and to register, please contact Russ Hatz 503-414-3235 or russ.hatz@or.usda.gov.
Mississippi River Basin Collaborative Workshop

Craig was in Macomb, Illinois this past week to look at watershed projects and conservation efforts along the La Moine Watershed.    September 12 was devoted to a field tour designed to give participants hands-on experience with how USDA conservation programs work at the farm- and watershed-scale, what practices and activities programs are funding, how landowners view their participation in conservation programs and watershed projects, and how efforts are organized within a watershed project.  September 13 was devoted to a roundtable discussion among collaborative members and invited guests.  The guests included people with hands-on experience working at the state-level through State Technical Committees to leverage USDA program funds for watershed-based water quality projects and people with hands-on experience working at the watershed project level.

The objective of the workshop is to get participants to become more knowledgeable about and engaged in agricultural nonpoint-source issues and how to organize at the watershed level and use USDA conservation programs effectively.

Next week, Craig and staff will travel to Memphis, Tennessee Tuesday through Thursday to look at watershed projects and conservation efforts along the Big Creek Watershed.  The first day will be devoted to a field session designed to give participants hands-on experience with how USDA conservation programs work at the farm and watershed-scale, and the second day will include a roundtable discussion among collaborative member and invited guests.
MEMBERS’ ONLY SECTION ON THE WEBSITE

Be sure to check out the new members’ only section on our website.  Go to www.swcs.org and on the left hand side select “information for members and chapters.”  Please make sure and tell your fellow chapter members about this exciting new development.
CHAPTER DUES CHECKS IN THE MAIL

It is that time of year again when we send out chapter dues checks to all our chapters.  The enclosed check covers chapter dues that SWCS headquarters has received from January 2007 to June 2007.  We thank you for your efforts in recruiting and retaining members.

Remember, your check will be invalid 120 days from the date on the check.  Please help us out by cashing them soon.  If your check is not cashed before becoming invalid, SWCS will be assuming you are donating your dues to headquarters for future membership recruitment efforts.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The crop report from USDA’s National Statistics Service (NASS) released September 12 estimated that corn production is to be at 13.3 billion bushels. This is 26 percent above 2006 with average yields of 155.8 bushels per acre. The corn harvest would be the largest on record due to more corn acres being harvested for grain since 1933. Soybean harvest is estimated to be 2.62 Billion bushels. This would be down 18 percent from last year’s record high. Yields are forecast to average 41.4 bushels per acre. The projection that the Senate Agriculture Committee would begin marking up their version of the 2007 farm bill next week has been postponed. 

The Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, Max Baucus(D-Montana) has a plan for funding disaster relief and land preservation in the 2007 farm bill at a cost of about $ 10 billion. Agriculture Chairman Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) has said he lacks the money to write a farm bill that may need as much as $20 billion more than now allotted for agriculture. He has said his Committee will meet in late September to write a bill with no new money if the Finance Committee does not act soon. 

Reuters reports that Baucus’s listed the Wetlands and Grasslands Reserve, which pays landowners to preserve land, and the Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program that helps pay for easements to prevent urban sprawl. Those participating would have a choice of a tax credit instead of a federal Cash payment. Congress takes a short recess this week. USDA’s Council on Sustainable Agriculture will have a seminar this Friday on Indicators for Sustainable Agriculture.  Dana York, NRCS Associate Chief gave a talk recently in Selfoos, Iceland. Common Ground for 21st Century Conservation. Iceland established their Soil Conservation Service a century ago. 

Craig Cox’s article in the July/August 2007 Journal of Soil and Water Conservation: Assessing technical assistance programs, deserves to be widely read as the 2007 farm bill is debated. I have been invited to a reception in celebration of Dr. Norman Borlaug who recently received the Congressional Gold Medal. The event is September 20 at the University of Minnesota St. Paul campus.
