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MEMBERS’ ONLY SECTION ON THE WEBSITE
Be sure to check out the new members’ only section on our website.  Go to www.swcs.org and on the left hand side select “information for members and chapters.”  Please make sure and tell your fellow chapter members about this exciting new development.
CHAPTER ACTIVITY

August 24, 2007 - The Iowa SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, August 24, 2007 at the Swan Lake Conservation Education Center – Carroll County Conservation Board Park.  Rick Cruse, Director of the Iowa Water Center at Iowa State University will present Bioeconomy Impacts on Soil & Water.  Also, Rick Tafoya will speak on Absentee Landowner Outreach.  The business meeting, award presentation and election of board members will take place.  The afternoon tours will focus on bioenergy.  An evening tour of Templeton Rye, a value added Iowa grain-alcohol producing plant is scheduled.  Dinner and live auction will follow at the Swan Lake East Shelter.  The complete agenda and registration form can be found at www.iaswcs.org.  

September 27, 2007 - The Show-Me Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is hosting its annual Fall Forum on September 27, 2007. The topic of this year’s forum is, “Environmental Impacts on Soil and Water Resources from Increased Biofuel Production.” The Forum will be held at the Comfort Inn in Macon, Missouri and will conclude with an afternoon tour of an ethanol plant located in Macon. Tentative schedule:

8:30-9:30 AM Registration

9:30-11:30 AM Speakers

11:30-12:00 PM Panel Questions

12:00-1:00 PM Catered Lunch

1:30-3:30 PM Ethanol Plant Tour

Registration is $15 for SWCS members and $20 for non-members and includes the cost of the meal for all pre-registrations received by September 19. Registration fee at the door is $24 and does not include the meal. Become a member of the Show-Me Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society at the Forum and the registration fee for the Forum will be FREE! 

September 29, 2007  - The Oregon SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday September 29th, 2007 at the planned site of the Yamhill County SWCD Miller Woods Outdoor Education Center at McMinnville, Oregon.  Confirmed presentations so far include: Tim Schriber, Yamhill SWCD discussing the plans for the education center;  Jon Lea, NRCS Leader-Inventory & Assessment, will provide an update of SNOTEL technology and products; and;  Chris Schreiner, Quality Control Director, Oregon Tilth, will discuss issues surrounding the transition from conventional to organic farming .  Lunch will be provided.  For a copy of the final agenda, directions to the meeting site, and to register, please contact Russ Hatz 503-414-3235 or russ.hatz@or.usda.gov.

CHAPTER DUES CHECKS IN THE MAIL

It is that time of year again when we send out chapter dues checks to all our chapters.  The enclosed check covers chapter dues that SWCS headquarters has received from January 2007 to June 2007.  We thank you for your efforts in recruiting and retaining members.

Remember, your check will be invalid 120 days from the date on the check.  Please help us out by cashing them soon.  If your check is not cashed before becoming invalid, SWCS will be assuming you are donating your dues to headquarters for future membership recruitment efforts.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
The impact on 2007 crop yields estimated August 1 to set records, by the latest storms is too early to forecast the results on corn and soybean yields according to agronomists.

Midwest crop production is being watched closely because of heavy demand for grain food, fuel, and historically strong commodity prices, according to Philip Brasher of the Des Moines Register.

Senate Agriculture Committee chair Tom Harkin has provided Committee members with drafts of the farm bill titles except Title I-Commodities. One early Title II –Conservation draft would combine EQIP and CSP .

Iowa Senator Charles Grassley has said that one idea is: “A trust fund, using duties on agricultural imports that would be dedicated to conservation programs, freeing up money in the farm bill to be used on programs other than conservation”. The amount of funding from a trust fund is not available.

Senators Durbin (Ill.) and Brown (Ohio) proposed their Farm Safety Net Improvement Act of 2007 (S.1872) as a subsidy reform measure. Payments to producers would be based on market indicators rather than politically set targets. Efficiencies are gained by integrating crop insurance and eliminating duplicative payments in years when they are not needed. Their proposal would pay producers based on actual revenue loss rather than on commodity prices, as a better safety net.

The Senate Agriculture Committee plans marking up their 2007 Farm Bill during the third week of September.

