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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

Wednesday, August 15, 2007 - Join the Michigan Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society for their Summer Tour that includes research, solutions and initiatives that promote conservation and encourage professional development.  

9:00-9:30
Registration – MSU Livestock Pavilion, East Lansing

10:00-11:30
MSU Student Organic Farm – East Lansing

12:00-12:45
Lunch - Laverne Eldred’s pond – Mason

12:45-1:45
Twin row corn planting test plot – Mason

2:00-3:00
Emerald Ash Borer – Ingham Conservation District (CD)

3:00-4:00
5 Keys to Successful Grass Seeding in Michigan – Ingham CD

4:00-4:15
Return to MSU Livestock Pavilion – East Lansing

Questions?

Contact the following committee members:

Vicki Anderson: 517.324.5158 (Work)

Dan Kesselring: DFKesselring@aol.com
August 23, 2007  The All Ohio Chapter of the SWCS will be holding its summer meeting in Sunbury, OH.  The meeting theme is:  “Piecing the Puzzle:  Local watershed groups, NRCS, SWCDs, Ohio EPA, Ohio DNR, and the Federal Farm Bill”.  This program explores the connections between federal water quality policy through the Farm Bill and local watershed groups.  The program will highlight experiences in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed, Madison County, and the Sandusky River; and it will feature a discussion by a panel that includes Ohio NRCS State Conservationist, and the Chief of the ODNR Div. of Soil and Water Conservation.  The afternoon will conclude with a tour of a Conservation Effects Assessment Program site in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed.  For more information, go to www.ohiochapterswcs.org or call Brent Sohngen (614-688-4640). 

August 24, 2007 - The Iowa SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, August 24, 2007 at the Swan Lake Conservation Education Center – Carroll County Conservation Board Park.  Rick Cruse, Director of the Iowa Water Center at Iowa State University will present Bioeconomy Impacts on Soil & Water.  Also, Rick Tafoya will speak on Absentee Landowner Outreach.  The business meeting, award presentation and election of board members will take place.  The afternoon tours will focus on bioenergy.  An evening tour of Templeton Rye, a value added Iowa grain-alcohol producing plant is scheduled.  Dinner and live auction will follow at the Swan Lake East Shelter.  The complete agenda and registration form can be found at www.iaswcs.org.  

September 29, 2007  - The Oregon SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday September 29th, 2007 at the planned site of the Yamhill County SWCD Miller Woods Outdoor Education Center at McMinnville, Oregon.  Confirmed presentations so far include: Tim Schriber, Yamhill SWCD discussing the plans for the education center;  Jon Lea, NRCS Leader-Inventory & Assessment, will provide an update of SNOTEL technology and products; and;  Chris Schreiner, Quality Control Director, Oregon Tilth, will discuss issues surrounding the transition from conventional to organic farming .  Lunch will be provided.  For a copy of the final agenda, directions to the meeting site, and to register, please contact Russ Hatz 503-414-3235 or russ.hatz@or.usda.gov.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
H.R. 3161, the Fiscal Year '08 appropriation for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Food and Drug Administration was passed by the U.S. House late last Friday.  The prolonged attempts by the Republican leadership to stop enactment were based on the Administration's concern related to a tax provision in the 2007 farm bill. It required foreign corporations operating in the U.S. to pay taxes on their earnings. The change would add an estimated $4 billion primarily for USDA nutrition programs. The 80 page measure now moves to the Senate, where S.1859, (recommend by their Committee) has not yet reached the floor.

USDA announced this week that the $115 million added earlier to the Iraq war bill, is now available for implementation of earlier CSP contracts.  

Several proposals to reshape Title I of the next farm bill are available for the Senate agriculture committee when they mark-up their bill planned for the week of September 17.  The administration has indicated that unless several changes are made in the House enacted 2007 farm bill a veto is possible. The 2002 measure expires at the end of this year's farm crop year. CRS has released a Report for Congress on the Possible Expiration of the 2002 farm bill.
