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SWCS RECEIVES U.S. SENATE RECOGNITION

During the Tuesday morning plenary session at the Annual Conference, Chip Ramsey, President of the National Capital Chapter of SWCS presented the Society with quite an honor.  I don’t know how many of you were able to get a look at the framed flag and statement that SWCS received from the Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.  It is really quite remarkable.  The flag was flown over the United States Capitol on Earth Day 2007 in the name of SWCS in honor of Earth Day.  It is accompanied by a statement that says in part “The professionalism and dedication of the SWCS membership to sound and practical conservation science and research, and the enormous conservation accomplishments on this country’s working lands that have flowed from the technical foundation it helped establish, are all tremendous reasons to recognize the SWCS on this Earth Day and every day.  We provide you with this recognition that you so richly deserve not only to give the SWCS its due, but also to make a modest contribution towards inspiring SWCS to continue this important work into the future.”

We should all be proud of this recognition.  Quite amazing, really.
NOTE FROM PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
On behalf of the Society Board of Directors and Staff members, I would like to express our thanks and heartfelt appreciation to everyone who played a role in making the 2007 Annual Conference a huge success.  

We’ve received wonderful feedback on the educational content of the conference and we owe a tremendous debt to the Program Committee members, oral and poster presenters, symposia coordinators and organizers, plenary panelists, tour coordinators and hosts, workshop facilitators, and session moderators for all their hard work in organization, preparation and delivery. We need to especially thank the Florida Planning team and volunteers who did an outstanding job coordinating and providing on-site support for all the sessions, meetings, workshops and tours.  Much appreciation also goes to the corporate members, exhibitors and sponsors who help make the meeting possible.  Finally, we want to thank each of the attendees. Without volunteers and attendees, meetings simply don’t happen. 

We have already begun planning for the 2008 meeting in Tucson (July 26-30 at Starr Pass). We plan to distribute the call for papers in early September with an early-December deadline for submitting presentation abstracts and symposium summaries. If you’re interested in participating in the 2008 conference in any way, we’d love to have your help.

Best regards,

Dewayne Johnson

Professional Development Director

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

August 10, 2007 – The Colorado Chapters of SWCS, Colorado Section Society for Range Management, Colorado Riparian Association, Teller-Park Conservation District, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services are partnering to hold the “South Park Stream Rehabilitation and Riparian Management Tour”.  The tour will take place at Eagle Rock Ranch from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 .m. What you will see and learn:  Stream improvement in Tarryall Creek for stabilization and trout habitat; Prescribed grazing on riparian, mountain meadow, and upland areas; Border Collie working demonstration.  Go to: http://colorado.swcs.org/   or contact Ben Berlinger at 719-384-5408 for further information.
Wednesday, August 15, 2007 - Join the Michigan Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society for their Summer Tour that includes research, solutions and initiatives that promote conservation and encourage professional development.  

9:00-9:30
Registration – MSU Livestock Pavilion, East Lansing

10:00-11:30
MSU Student Organic Farm – East Lansing

12:00-12:45
Lunch - Laverne Eldred’s pond – Mason

12:45-1:45
Twin row corn planting test plot – Mason

2:00-3:00
Emerald Ash Borer – Ingham Conservation District (CD)

3:00-4:00
5 Keys to Successful Grass Seeding in Michigan – Ingham CD

4:00-4:15
Return to MSU Livestock Pavilion – East Lansing

Questions?

Contact the following committee members:

Vicki Anderson: 517.324.5158 (Work)

Dan Kesselring: DFKesselring@aol.com
August 23, 2007  The All Ohio Chapter of the SWCS will be holding its summer meeting in Sunbury, OH.  The meeting theme is:  “Piecing the Puzzle:  Local watershed groups, NRCS, SWCDs, Ohio EPA, Ohio DNR, and the Federal Farm Bill”.  This program explores the connections between federal water quality policy through the Farm Bill and local watershed groups.  The program will highlight experiences in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed, Madison County, and the Sandusky River; and it will feature a discussion by a panel that includes Ohio NRCS State Conservationist, and the Chief of the ODNR Div. of Soil and Water Conservation.  The afternoon will conclude with a tour of a Conservation Effects Assessment Program site in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed.  For more information, go to www.ohiochapterswcs.org or call Brent Sohngen (614-688-4640). 

August 24, 2007 - The Iowa SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, August 24, 2007 at the Swan Lake Conservation Education Center – Carroll County Conservation Board Park.  Rick Cruse, Director of the Iowa Water Center at Iowa State University will present Bioeconomy Impacts on Soil & Water.  Also, Rick Tafoya will speak on Absentee Landowner Outreach.  The business meeting, award presentation and election of board members will take place.  The afternoon tours will focus on bioenergy.  An evening tour of Templeton Rye, a value added Iowa grain-alcohol producing plant is scheduled.  Dinner and live auction will follow at the Swan Lake East Shelter.  The complete agenda and registration form can be found at www.iaswcs.org.  

September 29, 2007  - The Oregon SWCS Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday September 29th, 2007 at the planned site of the Yamhill County SWCD Miller Woods Outdoor Education Center at McMinnville, Oregon.  Confirmed presentations so far include: Tim Schriber, Yamhill SWCD discussing the plans for the education center;  Jon Lea, NRCS Leader-Inventory & Assessment, will provide an update of SNOTEL technology and products; and;  Chris Schreiner, Quality Control Director, Oregon Tilth, will discuss issues surrounding the transition from conventional to organic farming .  Lunch will be provided.  For a copy of the final agenda, directions to the meeting site, and to register, please contact Russ Hatz 503-414-3235 or russ.hatz@or.usda.gov.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg
After two days of debate, the U.S. House passed H.R. 2419, their Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy, $286 billion farm bill last Friday, July 27 (231 to 191). It is a 741 page, five year document with 13 Titles. The Rep. Ron Kind (D-Wis.),and Rep. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz) reform measure, that would have moved $12 billion in crop subsidies to conservation, rural development, and nutrition, endorsed by environmentalists and fiscal conservatives, received only 117 votes. The House bill would lower the payments; a farm program producer could earn, to remain eligible for USDA financial assistance.
A "means test" includes earnings from a variety of sources. Title II-Conservation-expands funding for land stewardship by $2.9 billion. Specialty crops would have $1.6 billion in new funding for research, disease, and marketing programs. USDA could not close or relocate any county office of FSA, Rural Development, or NRCS during the first year after the next farm bill becomes law. A proposal would permanently close the USDA Graduate school after October 1, 2008.  The school has been in operation for more than 85 years as a self- sustaining unit dedicated to continuing education for government employees and the general public. Earlier, I served for over

35 years as a member of the faculty, and two terms on their Administration board. Secretary Johanns has indicated the House bill, unless changed, could face a possible veto.

Senator Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, plans on "marking-up" their version of a farm bill early in September. Senator's Durbin (D-Ill,) and Brown (D-Ohio) have introduced their bill, The Farm Safety Net Improvement Act of 2007, addressing subsidy reform.

The House this week began debate on H.R.3161, Fiscal Year '08 funding for USDA. Republicans planned to offer over 300 amendments delaying action. The latest is a new rule that would limit amendments to 20. Further House floor debate should occur prior to Congress taking their August recess.

