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ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE
1) Notes on Lodging

2) Registration Numbers

3) Volunteers

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

WE HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED FOR CCA – CEU’S FOR ALL OF THE SYMPOSIA – Thanks so much to Kristin Smith for all of her hard work!


1) Notes on Lodging: Response to this year's program has been outstanding – we are 15% over our contract commitment.  We started a conference message board so that people can find roommates, etc. Go to: SWCS Message Board.  There are also still some one-bedroom suites available at $145. Call Saddlebrook at 800-729-8383 to make reservations. 

2) Registration Numbers:  We’ve gotten 540 registrations to date. The tours will all occur, however, the number of seats available has been reduced. They will provide a more intimate, in-depth learning experience. Registrations to attend the workshops are a little light from where we’d like them to be, but we’re expecting to make the minimums for all.

3) Volunteers:  We may be looking for a few people willing to serve as moderators for concurrent sessions and a few others that are comfortable troubleshooting AV (strictly PowerPoint projector/computer issues) at small sessions. If you’re interested in helping out, please contact Dewayne at events@swcs.org or Ed Wright at edward.wright@fl.usda.gov. Thanks!

ANNUAL CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR REFERRALS NEEDED

2007 SWCS Annual Conference 

Help us make the 2007 SWCS annual conference even better! We are actively seeking exhibitors and sponsors and are polling members for suggestions of businesses or organizations that may benefit from participation in the annual conference. 

If you know of someone you think we should contact, please e-mail Sue Ann today!!  Sue Ann will make sure that your referral is contacted and sent an exhibitor prospectus along with all of the information they need to be a part of our conference. More information about exhibiting or sponsoring the annual conference is also available online at http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/2007_annual_conference/exhibitor_sponsor_info/ (or simply www.swcs.org).  For more information, please contact Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org.
MEMBER SERVICES
End of the month reports were forwarded to Chapters on July 5.  If you are no longer a chapter officer or a committee member, please contact me.  We have transferred our data to the new database and want to make sure the records are in order.  Thank you!

Lindey Krug
Membership Services Specialist
TELECONFERENCING SERVICE - Daniel F. Kesselring, Immediate Past President, Michigan Chapter Soil and Water Conservation Society provided the following information. 
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We have a teleconferencing provider who charges .07 cents per minute for toll free conferencing.  Can you also forward this to your Chapter Notes list?

 

· Craig Johnson 
· Account Manager 
· ILD Telecommunications 

· ROLLCALL Conferencing Division 

· 1-904-543-2588 direct line 

· 1-800-630-4790 customer service 

· Craig.johnson@ildmail.com 

We've been using this provider for a year now.  We're also using it for ENC Region teleconferences now.  We've had no problems so far.

 

For your information, attached is a PowerPoint from Rollcall.

 

Also, when I found this provider I did it through BuyerZone.com  I got several quotes from providers with one RFP using BuyerZone.

 

This attachment is a year old now, so some things might have changed.  However, last December Craig Johnson made a follow up call to me to see if we were satisfied with our service.  There's been no change in service or price so far.

 

One thing I noticed in researching providers is that some will quote a very low rate, but have volume conditions attached.  We could not meet most of the volume conditions.  However, RollCall had no such conditions.

 

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

August 10, 2007 – The Colorado Chapters of SWCS, Colorado Section Society for Range Management, Colorado Riparian Association, Teller-Park Conservation District, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services are partnering to hold the “South Park Stream Rehabilitation and Riparian Management Tour”.  The tour will take place at Eagle Rock Ranch from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 .m. What you will see and learn:  Stream improvement in Tarryall Creek for stabilization and trout habitat; Prescribed grazing on riparian, mountain meadow, and upland areas; Border Collie working demonstration.  Go to: Colorado@swcs.org  or contact Ben Berlinger at 719-384-5408 for further information.
August 23, 2007  The All Ohio Chapter of the SWCS will be holding its summer meeting in Sunbury, OH.  The meeting theme is:  “Piecing the Puzzle:  Local watershed groups, NRCS, SWCDs, Ohio EPA, Ohio DNR, and the Federal Farm Bill”.  This program explores the connections between federal water quality policy through the Farm Bill and local watershed groups.  The program will highlight experiences in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed, Madison County, and the Sandusky River; and it will feature a discussion by a panel that includes Ohio NRCS State Conservationist, and the Chief of the ODNR Div. of Soil and Water Conservation.  The afternoon will conclude with a tour of a Conservation Effects Assessment Program site in the Upper Big Walnut Watershed.  For more information, go to www.ohiochapterswcs.org or call Brent Sohngen (614-688-4640). 

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

Last Friday, House Agriculture Chairman, Collin Peterson announced that he will bring two proposals for the 2007 Farm Bill to the full committee. They now plan to mark up two bills with their version's on July 17, 18, and 19. House floor action is now scheduled for July 24.

The two measures primarily differ in the amount of funding that would be available, and policy issues in several Titles that were acted on by the Committee's sub-committees. Rep. Ron Kind, has said, "One of the toughest things to do in Congress is change the status quo. Yet, market conditions could not be better for commodity reform with corn tickling $4 dollars per bushel, and soybeans at $8 dollars."
Rep. Rosa DeLauro at a Congressional Summit on Rural America said, "While the farm bill is incredibly important, building a healthy rural economy requires more than supports for farm products. She chairs the USDA appropriation sub-committee planning to mark-up FY '08 spending when Congress returns from their July 4th recess." Specific areas to be considered included prudent land use, sound management and conservation of natural resources, and a new commitment to biofuel and wind technology," DeLauro said at the Summit.

USDA released two key reports projecting corn planted for all purposes is estimated at 92.million acres in 2007, up 19 percent from 2006. Soybean acreage is estimated at 64.1 million acres, down 15 percent from last year's record high. "There will be enough corn" Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns said. "It looks good to me... some of the pressure went off."
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Conferencing Solutions for:



Custom Solutions You Need

Cost Savings You Want

Customer Service You Expect





















About ROLLCALL…

	ROLLCALL, a division of ILD Telecommunications, is rapidly becoming a leader in providing conferencing services to Corporate America. 

	

	



About ILD Telecommunications

Privately Held Company Founded in 1996

500 Employees

$150m in Revenues

$20m in EBITDA

Experienced Management Team & Board of Directors

Services

Conferencing Services

Outsourced Operator Services

Billing Services

Calling Card Services
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ILD Customers Include





.
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ROLLCALL Advantages…

Custom Solutions You Need

Cost Savings You Want

Customer Service You Expect
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More RollCall Advantages…

No Contracts or Term Agreements

No Set-up Fees

No Monthly Fees

No Minimums

No Reservations Required

No Installations

No Port Limitations
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ROLLCALL strives to attain excellence through call execution, as well as customer service.  In order to maintain this philosophy, we have an entire department of dedicated account managers.  

Your dedicated account manager will:

			Consult on conferencing solutions

			Resolve questions and issues

			Maintain Associate accounts

			Provide various reports 

 

*An account manager is available Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 AM and 6:00PM EST to assist .

 

Training

ROLLCALL provides end user training via live conferences or data conferencing.  We will take all of the work out of your hands, and implement company wide roll-outs of our services to all of your end users.

 

Reporting

Various reports are available at the customer’s request, or at specified intervals, in order for our customers to monitor usage.   

Dedicated Account Management
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Customized Billing Solutions





At ROLLCALL, we structure your billing information so that it is detailed and easy to interpret.  



Detailed, Flexible Billing Statements Include:  

		Summary by Moderator and/or Department

		Call Detail for all calls in the monthly billing cycle

		On-Demand Billing Reference Entries

		Corporate Billing Structure 

		A master bill is sent to headquarters and/or individual bills can be sent to each divisional office
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Audio Solutions…

Business Conferencing Solutions to Fit Your Needs
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Audio Products

	Meet-Me Reservationless Conferencing (Toll-Free)

	Hold a conference anytime, anywhere, day or night, with no hassle.  You have your own personal Meet-Me code.  No reservation required.



	Operator Assisted Event Conferencing (Toll-Free)

	Participants from around the globe can access their conference by dialing into a pre-designated number.  A ROLLCALL Operator then joins the participants to the call.  Many enhanced features are also available with this service. 



	International Conference Access (Toll-Free)

	International moderators and participants can join the conference via toll-free access, from over 50 countries around the globe.	
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Meet – Me Reservationless

…the easiest, most economical conferencing solution available 24x7

Permanently assigned 800 number and passcodes

No need to schedule a reservation

Simply dial your 800 number and enter your passcode to join the call

Enhanced Moderator Features:

Web Portal  (Refer to Web Conferencing Products)

Mute/Un-Mute Lines

Lock Conferences

Leader Dial-Out Capabilities

Capture Billing Reference Numbers

Record Conference

Email post call attendance reports

Option for ‘wait for moderator’ to begin conference call
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Operator Assisted Conferencing

	When you want to personalize your conference call, ROLLCALL offers a variety of solutions. 

	

	Operator Meet-Me

	Participants from around the globe can access their conference by dialing into a pre-designated number and entering a passcode.  A ROLLCALL Operator then joins the participants to the call.  



	Dial Out

	By scheduling a reservation, our operators can dial out to any number of participants at any time





	Enhanced Services 

	Customize your conferencing package with our following value-added special services:  taping, participant lists, formal Q&A, polling, transcription and digital replay. 
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Enhanced Services

Investor Relations… Medical Marketing… Board of Directors…

	Q&A  

	A formal Question and Answer session can be conducted during the conference by our conference coordinator, who answers participants in queue and introduces their questions. 

	

	Audience Polling  

	Increase conference interaction with our Polling service, which allows our coordinator to capture the participants' responses to specific questions. 



	COM-line  

	A separate communication line allows a conference coordinator and a designated participant to communicate outside of the conference. 



	Conference Recording 

	The conference will be available for digital replay, or it can be burned to a CD, WAV file or cassette.



	Transcription  

	Written documentation of a conference is available when requested 24 hours in advance. The transcription can be delivered in hard copy, diskette, e-mail or fax form.



	Participant List  

	A list of all participants can be provided following the conclusion of the conference.

	

	Digital Replay  

	Your conference can be digitally recorded for unlimited playback at a later time. The replay is accessible by dialing an 800 and entering a passcode. 
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International Conference Access (Toll-Free)

Country	        

Andorra	          

Antiqua	           

Australia	

Bahrain	           

Belgium	           

Bermuda	

Brazil		           

Cayman Islands	           

Channel Islands	

Chile		           

China		

Columbia	

Costa Rica	

Cyprus	

Denmark	

Dominican Republic

Finland	

France	

Germany	

Country	

Phillipines	

Portugal	

Saipan	           

Singapore	

South Africa	

South Korea	

St. Lucia	

St. Vincent	           

Sweden	

Switzerland	

Taiwan	

Thailand	

Trinidad & Tobago

United Kingdom	

Uruguay     	           

Vatican City	

Venezuela	



Country	        

Greece	

Hong Kong                     

Hungary	

Indonesia	

Ireland	

Israel	    	

Italy		

Jamaica	

Japan (ITJ)	

Japan (KDD)	

Liechtenstein	

Luxembourg	

Malaysia	

Mexico	

Monaco – France	

Netherlands	

Netherlands Ant	           

New Zealand

Norway	

	           	



International participants have the convenience of dialing a toll-free number from their country…
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Web Solutions…

Be Everywhere You Need To Be
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Online… It’s Where Meetings are Going

37% of employee time is spent in meetings. 



Busy professionals attend over 60 meetings a month.



43% of respondents in a recent business traveling survey believe business travel is more frustrating than 2 years ago.



Reduce Travel Expenses …

A 2-hour, 20 person business meeting conducted in-person involving travel for 19 attendees costs: $20,790			     	Source: Meetings in America, INFOCOMM, May 1999



The same meeting, conducted online with ROLLCALL  would cost only: $1,032.00



Reduce Meeting Time …

The average time spent to prepare for, travel to and attend a 2-hour, 20 person business meeting is: 212.96 hours		 		Source: Meetings in America, INFOCOMM, May 1999



The average time spent preparing for and attending a 2-hour, 20 person business meeting online: 81.45 hours	                    			Source: Meetings in America, INFOCOMM, May 1999
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Web/Data Conferencing

Web Portal 

	Integrate the Web Portal with any audio conference.  This unique, graphical interface is intuitive, easy-to-use, and empowering for the moderator.  The Web Portal serves as a virtual meeting area allowing the moderator to join, schedule and manage multimedia conferences with the click of a mouse, anytime, from anywhere.



DataXchange Web Collaboration

	ROLLCALL combines its superior audio conferencing services with the visual impact of the internet to bring you DataXchange.  Presenters and attendees share real-time screen views of any application that resides on the Presenter’s desktop.  With features such as whiteboard, and chat, DataXhange makes your conference a truly interactive experience.
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Web Portal Features

Conference Scheduling 

	Create, modify and delete reservations 



Conference Management 

	Control “talking” lemon heads



Reporting

	View conference details (# of participants, duration, etc)
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Web Portal Screen View
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A normal conferee who can both listen and talk in conference.

A muted conferee who can listen but not talk in conference

A conferee who is on hold and cannot hear or speak in the conference

This is the operator intercept button, no-one else can hear this operator 

except the conferee being intercepted.

This is a moderator, similar to a conferee but has the facility to dial, mute or drop other participants. This would be the ‘chair person’.

Web Portal Icons
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Data Conferencing

	Reduce your expenses and extend your communication reach…

	

VARIOUS APPLICATIONS



		Sales/Marketing Presentations

		Quarterly IR Updates

		Medical Marketing Programs

		Training Sessions 



BENEFITS



Time Management - Eliminate unnecessary travel and maximize sales opportunities

Accessibility - Thin Client Browser allows easy access for all participants

Increase Meeting Participation - Reach a broader audience

Drastically Reduce Expenses - Deliver presentations online and minimize costly meetings
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DataXchange Screen View
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Presenter Features

Launch DataXchange on the fly and make your conference a truly interactive experience…

Slide Presentation- Allows the presenter to upload PowerPoint presentations either prior to or during the web conference.  Thumbnail feature allows presenter to select slides at random during presentation.

Sharing – This features allows presenter to share applications from a list, full desktop, and/or part of the screen.  Presenter can share control with designated participants by highlighting the participant on the attendee list.

Toolbar – Enables you to point to or highlight (using translucent colored ovals or rectangles) specific sections within a slide for emphasis or clarity.

Discussion Area – Enables the Chat function to launch open or private text-based discussions with one or more members of your audience. 

Whiteboard – Enables drawing and typing of text by Presenter(s) or Attendee(s) or both.  Whiteboard views can also be saved as slides.

Invite Attendees – At anytime during the conference, presenter can invite additional attendees in real-time via email, with a link directly into the conference.

Internet Tour – Take your attendees anywhere on the internet by simply typing in the URL on your browser window.
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Commonly Asked Questions

Q.)	I am not very familiar with computers… will I be able to use this product?

A.)	Yes!  DataXchange is so user friendly, once you’ve gone through it once with an 	account manager, you’ll be presenting with ease. 



Q.)	What type of system is necessary to use / view DataXchange?

A.)	As long as you have a Netscape, Microsoft Explorer or AOL browser with a minimum 28.8 	internet connectivity, you meet the system requirements.



Q.)	Can we incorporate graphs, charts or spreadsheets into our presentation?

A.)	Yes! But as the files will be converted to HTML format, increased legend sizes and data-	point labels will make for clearer viewing. 

 

Q.) 	Are we able to share files and work on documents while in the middle of our presentation?

A.) 	Yes.  DataXchange allows the presenter to share any application that resides on his/her 	desktop.



 *Note—Participants without current and up-to date servers may experience a slight delay in reading some slides. Delays are usually due to ISP connections. 
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Presentation Tips & Hints

		Use a plain or solid background color on your slides to reduce each slide’s color pallet, resulting in a smaller file size. 

		Use solid color text on solid background to increase legibility.

		Do not use marbled backgrounds or heavy gradients within your presentation, as this will reduce the quality of the images when converted to HTML.

		When incorporating graphs and/or charts, increase the legend size and data-point labels for better viewing.

		Text and heading should be a minimum of 18 points and higher for distinct output and clear legibility.

		Use bold, simple fonts (i.e., Helvetica, Arial, Tahoma, Futura, Folio, etc.)

		No more than three to six text bullets per slide are recommended.  Spread the content of a crowded slide onto another slide.
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		Craig Johnson

		Account Manager

		ILD Telecommunications

		ROLLCALL Conferencing Division

		1-904-543-2588 direct line

		1-800-630-4790 customer service

		Craig.johnson@ildmail.com









Contact Information

www.800RollCall.com
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