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ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE
1) Notes on Lodging

2) Registration Numbers

3) Volunteers

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

WE HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED FOR CCA – CEU’S FOR ALL OF THE SYMPOSIA – Thanks so much to Kristin Smith for all of her hard work!


1) Notes on Lodging: Response to this year's program has been outstanding – we are 15% over our contract commitment.  We started a conference message board so that people can find roommates, etc. Go to: SWCS Message Board.  There are also still some one-bedroom suites available at $145. Call Saddlebrook at 800-729-8383 to make reservations. 

2) Registration Numbers:  We’ve gotten 490 registrations to date. The tours will all occur, however, the number of seats available has been reduced. They will provide a more intimate, in-depth learning experience. Registrations to attend the workshops are a little light from where we’d like them to be, but we’re expecting to make the minimums for all.

3) Volunteers:  We may be looking for a few people willing to serve as moderators for concurrent sessions and a few others that are comfortable troubleshooting AV (strictly PowerPoint projector/computer issues) at small sessions. If you’re interested in helping out, please contact Dewayne at events@swcs.org or Ed Wright at edward.wright@fl.usda.gov. Thanks!

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Sunday, July 22, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Fellows Forum: Water - So Much/So Little, Meeting Florida's Needs for Today & Tomorrow

With Florida's rapid rate of change due to the continued influx of new residents, increasing number of businesses and support services, the desire to maintain an adequate agricultural economy, and the need to sustain our natural systems for both economic and environmental reasons, the Norman A. Berg and SWCS Fellows’ Forum presents a panel of speakers that can address the overall conference theme of “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape” from the perspective of our most precious (and to some visitors seemingly abundant) natural resource - Water.  

The format for this year's Fellows Forum will be a panel discussion where panelists will be given 15 minutes to present their perspectives on this critical issue, followed by a question and answer panel discussion among each of the presenters and interaction with the audience.  Invited speakers include each of the Executive Directors of the 5 regional water management districts and Dr. Wendy Graham, Director of the newly formed Water Institute at the University of Florida. The panel will be moderated by Niles Glasgow, State Conservationist, Florida NRCS.

The Berg and Society Follows annually host this Forum which is open to all conference attendees.  There is no additional charge to attend.  Attendance should be indicated on the conference registration form so facilities can be prepared for the event.

Monday, July 23, 8:30 a.m.

Florida’s Grazing Lands, Poised on the Edge of Sustainability; Tales from Buck Island Ranch

H. Wayne Pritchard Lecture – Hilary Swain, Ph.D. Executive Director, Archbold Biological Station, Lake Placid, FL 

Dr. Hilary Swain has been the Executive Director of Archbold Biological Station since 1995, an independent facility which conducts extensive ecological research on its 8,800-acre scrub preserve on the Lake Wales Ridge and at its 10,300-acre working ranch, the MacArthur Agro-ecology Research Center. Her interests are in the application of conservation biology to reserve design and management of endangered species. Prior to coming to Archbold, Dr. Swain was an Associate Professor of Biology, at Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne, FL. Dr. Swain's work at Archbold brings her into extensive liaison with local, state, and federal agencies over a wide variety of issues concerning research and conservation of Florida ecosystems.

Tuesday, July 24, 10:30 a.m.

What is the Role of Conservation in a Bio-fuels Economy?

The format for this 90-minute plenary will be a “McLaughlin Group” style session. Each of the five participants will answer an opening question from the moderator and then the remainder of the time will be filled by the moderator working with the panelists and the audience to host an evolving discussion of the issues. We anticipate balanced representation from industry, academia/research, the environmental community, policy making, and a government agency to offer their perspectives. Dan Looker from Successful Farming magazine will moderate the session.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR REFERRALS NEEDED

2007 SWCS Annual Conference 

Help us make the 2007 SWCS annual conference even better! We are actively seeking exhibitors and sponsors and are polling members for suggestions of businesses or organizations that may benefit from participation in the annual conference. 

If you know of someone you think we should contact, please e-mail Sue Ann today!!  Sue Ann will make sure that your referral is contacted and sent an exhibitor prospectus along with all of the information they need to be a part of our conference. More information about exhibiting or sponsoring the annual conference is also available online at http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/2007_annual_conference/exhibitor_sponsor_info/ (or simply www.swcs.org).  For more information, please contact Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org.
MEMBER SERVICES UPDATE

Does our information match yours?  Monthly, you should receive an email from Member Services (a.k.a. Lindey Krug) with 6 reports attached in regards to membership.  Please look at these reports carefully and compare your membership rosters with that of the ones we provide for you.  Is the contact information the same?  Do you have email addresses that we don’t?  If that is the case, please notify memberservices@swcs.org of the updates that need to be made.  A membership survey is in process of being finalized and it will be emailed out upon completion.  We would appreciate it if our records reflected the most current information for all of our members.  Thank you.

INFORMATION REGARDING TELECONFERENCING SERVICE

We have received several emails and phone calls in recent weeks from Chapter Presidents asking if teleconferencing services are available through SWCS Headquarters.  Chapter Presidents are trying to connect with their planning committee members who are sometimes located across vast geographic areas.  The distance makes it very difficult for Chapter leaders to have face-to-face planning meetings.  

Teleconferencing service is not available through SWCS headquarters; however, we felt it was important that we do some research on your behalf to learn what options are available so we could pass along the information to you.

We spoke to Don Todd at TBG Conferencing.  Don can offer 8 cents per minute per person on the call for toll free teleconferencing service with 1 day notice. You will not have to sign a contract – service is available on a one-time use basis.  The individual initiating the call may have to provide some type of advanced payment before the call can be set up – such as a credit card.  Don Todd would be happy to speak with you and answer any questions you may have.  Don may be reached at 877-736-4449 if you would like additional information.

There are probably other similar services available, but we wanted to provide this information to give you an idea of the approximate cost and advance notice and payment requirements.  Please be aware that this is being provided to you as information only.  You may be able to do additional research on your own and find services for less than 8 cents per minute per person.  Just be aware that this is a toll free call meaning the people you are trying to connect with will not have to pay individual long distance charges.  Some services are offered for less but the call is usually not toll free to the participants.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

August 10, 2007 – The Colorado Chapters of SWCS, Colorado Section Society for Range Management, Colorado Riparian Association, Teller-Park Conservation District, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services are partnering to hold the “South Park Stream Rehabilitation and Riparian Management Tour”.  The tour will take place at Eagle Rock Ranch from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 .m. What you will see and learn:  Stream improvement in Tarryall Creek for stabilization and trout habitat; Prescribed grazing on riparian, mountain meadow, and upland areas; Border Collie working demonstration.  Go to: Colorado@swcs.org  or contact Ben Berlinger at 719-384-5408 for further information.
WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

This is National Pollinator Week, June 24-30, 2007 The Secretary of Agriculture will host a session on Friday. The P.O. will issue a Pollination stamp.

NRCS Chief Lancaster has invited partners to a give and take discussion on Friday. The plan is that this will become a monthly update on conservation issues.

I had about an hour with the Chief for a discussion of current and pending issues, i.e. FY '07 funding, FY '08 appropriations action by Congress, 2007 Farm Bill mark-ups by House and Senate Committees. and his plans for attending the SWCS Annual Conference. The Chief has been invited to meet with the Retired SCS and NRCS Employees. For his information, I had the agenda, and the actions taken by my local Soil Conservation District at their monthly Board meeting earlier in the week. It is a District coping with urban development pressure along with conservation programs on our working lands.

Agricultural writers are speculating on the 2007 Farm Bill timing that could be an issue. Senator John Thune (R-S.D.) said, "If Congress postpones serious work on a Farm Bill until after their August recess chances are law makers will run out of time in the legislative year. If it comes to that, Thune says Congress should extend the bill for two years. In my view, we don't want to be writing a farm bill in an election year".

Congress will be on their July 4th recess for the next week

