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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

June 8  - Merry Lea Energy Sustainable Tour June 8th- Registration is due this Friday, May 18th
The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Urban Committee in conjunction with our Hoosier Chapter SWCS and other co-sponsors have planned a tour of the Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center of Goshen College (near Ft. Wayne, IN) on Friday, June 8th.  Check out the attached News release- “Learn New Ways to Save Building Energy Costs at Rieth Village” for more information about the tour.  For full details of the tour and for registration information get the tour brochure on the Hoosier Heartland RC&D home page at www.hhrcd.org.   

Merry Lea is a premier center for ecological studies and restoration in northeast Indiana.  the Registration deadline is May 18th.  Cost is $45/per person (which includes bus transportation, program, lunch and snacks) or $20/per person ( if own transportation is provided- but would include program, lunch and snacks).  If you have any questions, please contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council office at (317) 290-3250.
JUNE 13TH, 2007 ND CHAPTER SWCS HOLDS SOIL SUMMIT IN CARRINGTON, ND.

The North Dakota Soil & Water Conservation Society, Professional Soil Classifiers of North Dakota, and NDSU Carrington Research Extension Center welcome you to the second North Dakota Soil and Water Science Summit.

The goals of this summit are to: (1) better understand the objectives and research direction of organizations and scientists working in the area of soil and water science in North Dakota, and (2) provide a forum for soil and water scientists to network on current research, develop collaborations, and reduce duplication in fundamental research. We hope this effort will be successful.  In preparation for this summit, an informal survey was conducted requesting input on the most pressing needs for soil and water research in North Dakota. Survey responses highlighted two major issues: soil salinity and sodicity, and management strategies for sustainable long-term biofuel production. Given this context, this program has been developed to (1) create a base-line of understanding among researchers, conservationists, and educators, and (2) initiate cross-organizational dialogue on how to best meet the current soil and water research needs of North Dakota.

CEUs (Continuing Education Units) for this program have been approved by the North Dakota Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) board and will be accepted for Certified Professional Agronomists (CPAg), Certified Professional Soil Scientists (CPSSc), and Certified Professional Soil Classifiers (CPSC) certified by ARCPACS, the federation of certifying boards in agriculture, biology, earth, and environmental sciences. The certification programs are a membership service of: American Society of Agronomy; Crop Science Society of America; Soil Science Society of America

A registration of $30 is requested to offset the costs associated with this summit.

Registration and credit card payments can be completed at www.ndswcs.org.

Cash or checks will be accepted at the summit.
A block of rooms has been set aside under “Soil Summit” at the Chieftain Motel in Carrington, ND for June 12th.  You may contact them for reservations at 701.652.3131 or www.chieftainmotel.com
June 14, 2007 - The Wyoming Chapter of the Soil & Water Conservation Society will host a Renewable Resources Workshop, June 14, 2007, at the Holiday Inn in Thermopolis. 
The workshop is targeted to development of sustainable renewable energy and opportunities for farmers to produce and market crops that will be in demand for this advancing technology.  The program offers a variety of topics including wind and solar power options for ranchers, alternatives for Biofuels and how Wyoming crops and products such as Camelina, barley, grass pellets and wood chips are important renewable energy sources.  
Speakers will include representatives from the Wyoming ethanol plant in Torrington, and the state’s new Biodiesel company to be built in Campbell County.  Landowners who are using alternative power sources will share their experiences and viewpoints as well.  Industry reps, landowners and other subject matter experts will be available to address questions following the program. 
Attend this workshop and learn about renewable resources and new directions and opportunities for Wyoming! Contact:  Roni Schadegg, SWCS Wyoming Chapter President
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Casper, Wyoming  307-233-6747 

June 20- 22 - We invite you to participate in the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Alabama Chapter of Soil and Water Conservation Society. Watershed Protection from Headwaters to Estuaries 2007 is the theme. Watershed protection is a strategy for effectively protecting and restoring aquatic ecosystems and protecting human health. Estuaries serve as a filter and buffer to the Gulf of Mexico. Land disturbance by farms, cities, roadways, and other human activities are necessary, but if these actions are managed correctly, the impact can be minimal. Watershed protection strategy has as its premise that many water quality and ecosystem problems are best solved at the watershed level rather than at the individual water body or discharger level.  The meeting will be held in Mobile Alabama June 20-22.  For further information contact chapter president Kirk Iverson at E-mail: kiversen@auburn.edu
Phone: 334-844-4741, ext. 179

Fax: 334-887-8597

This year’s annual meeting will help us understand how everyone must work together, from the headwaters to the estuaries, to protect the watershed. A copy of the program is on-line at:

(http://www.alchapterswcs.aces.edu/)

The registration form is available at:

http://www.alchapterswcs.aces.edu/docs/ASWCSPreRegistrationProgram2007.pdf
June 26 - Washington D.C.:  The SWCS National Capital Chapter announces their Spring Tour will be Tuesday, June 26.  The one-day tour includes the USDA-Agricultural Research Service (ARS) research farm in the morning and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service research refuge in the afternoon.  

The ARS Beltsville Agricultural Research Center covers 7,000 acres and includes a wide variety of research facilities.  Participants will take a guided tour on the ARS bio-diesel bus.  The Beltsville Center is the largest and most prominent of ARS’ 100-plus sites.   It is a dynamic, highly diversified research facility, dating back to livestock experiments in 1910.  At any given time, there are 50 to 75 visiting scientists from about 20 different countries.  The ARS National Visitor Center is located in the historic Beltsville Log Lodge. The log building was constructed in 1936-37 by the Civilian Conservation Corps and was used by the CCC as a recreational hall until 1942.

The National Wildlife Visitor Center is the largest science and environmental education center in the Department of the Interior.  Designed to accommodate one million visitors per year, the state-of-the-art facility provides interactive educational experiences seeks to young and old alike.  SWCS participants will experience a guided tram tour over the 12,841 acre Patuxent Research Refuge.  The FWS Refuge is adjacent to the ARS Beltsville Research Center.

The tour is $5 for members, $10 for non-members, and free to new members.  For more information contact Ross Braun, 301-504-2195, ross.braun@wdc.usda.gov.

June 27, 2007 - Minnesota Chapter of SWCS Summer Tour - Conservation and Bioenergy. The day’s events include:  

 - WCROC Renewable Energy Research and Demonstration Center
 - On-farm carbon and water quality research, 
 - Doug Wulf farm, Balancing Biomass for Bioenergy and Soil Conservation, 
 - Carbon Crops Study, 
 - Cuphea: Potential Biofuel Crop  

For more information, contact: Sidney Cornelius MN SWCS Chapter 375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 St. Paul, MN 55101

ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATES

1) Early Bird Registration Rates End June 14th
2) Notes on Lodging

3) Registration Numbers

4) Soil Quality Workshop

5) Volunteers

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

1) Early Bird Registration Rates End June 14th!! Remember, the early registration deadline is June 14. Rates increase for all activities after next Thursday. The complete 16-page preliminary program is available for download here.

2) Notes on Lodging: Response to this year's program has been outstanding. We've been getting some calls about lodging availability because all of the "cheap" hotel rooms on property have already been scooped up. In our original contract, we reserved everything the property had in our room block and we're simply full for standard guest rooms on peak nights.  Here's the next option:  There are dozens of 2-bedroom/2-bathroom suites on property. We started a conference message board so that people can find roommates, etc. Go to: SWCS Message Board.  There are also still some one-bedroom suites available at $145. Call Saddlebrook at 800-729-8383 to make reservations. 

3) Registration Numbers:  We’ve gotten 93 registrations in the last 10 days. Tours and workshops are a little light from where we’d like them to be, but we’re expecting to make the minimums for all.

4) Soil Quality Workshop:  Soil Quality: The Foundation for Natural Resource Quality

Special workshop to be held the last day of the SWCS Conference (Wednesday, July 25, 2007) 

This workshop is designed to educate and inspire conservation professionals, scientists and educators about the mechanisms and importance of soil quality to sustain and improve air quality, water quality and quantity, biodiversity, and farm productivity. 

Program highlights will include:

• Management practices to build soils on cropland, irrigated agriculture, grazing land, and forests;

• Effects of biomass (energy) production on soils;

• Inventory and assessment;

• Policy Issues: soil quality and the US Farm Bill, carbon trading, and international efforts in soil protection and policy.

Each session will include problem-solving and brain-storming time. Bring your ideas and issues with you!! Up to NINE Continuing Education Units will be offered in multiple disciplines. More information and a complete agenda with all speakers is online at www.swcs.org/soilquality
5) Volunteers:  We may be looking for a few people willing to serve as moderators for concurrent sessions and a few others that are comfortable troubleshooting AV (strictly PowerPoint projector/computer issues) at small sessions. If you’re interested in helping out, please contact Dewayne at events@swcs.org or Ed Wright at edward.wright@fl.usda.gov. Thanks!

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

The U.S. Congress is back from recess. Speculation is that the House Subcommittee for USDA's FY' 08 funding could mark up their bill late in June. Also, the House Agriculture Committee is considering marking up their proposal for the 2007 Farm Bill reauthorization prior to the July 4th recess.  The Senate Agriculture Committee according to Peterson is "quite a bit behind us".

On June 5th the Subcommittee for Commodities and Risk Management held hearing in Salina, Kansas. On June 6th the Subcommittee for Specialty Crops, Rural Development, and Foreign Agriculture will mark up their version. Also, on June 7th the Subcommittees for Federal Crop Insurance, and Horticulture and Organic Agriculture will mark up their proposals. Chairman Peterson said the biggest problem for the farm bill is, "we are short of money, we haven't figured out how to pay for all this".

The Bush Administration is working on the impacts of climate change.  USDA's role involves preparing an assessment of the impacts of climate change on agriculture, land and water resources, and diversity. Craig has given USDA SWCS's work on information and climate change, and other documents related to USDA’s Conservation Programs. USDA's document is currently undergoing expert review. A public meeting of the reviewers is on June 19-20 in Washington, D.C.

The FY' 07 Supplemental Bill for the Military has $115 million for potential use by CSP.
