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FARM BILL ACTION
Action on the 2007 farm bill is heating up.  The House Committee on Agriculture’s Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Energy, and Research marked up and passed their version of the Conservation Title last week.  There is much to like in their proposal—the Subcommittee incorporated many of the recommendations from our CSP and EQIP reports as well as our recommendations for more focus on watershed-based water quality projects.  The big problems with the Subcommittee mark is the lack of funding.  There is no secure funding for WRP and no new sign-ups in CRP are allowed until 2012.  Hopefully the Committee will find a way to bolster their good policy with more money.

I continue to work on a nearly daily basis to respond to requests for technical help on conservation title provisions.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

June 7-9, 2007  - The Nebraska SWCS Annual Meeting will be held June 7-9, 2007 in Lincoln, Nebraska. This conference will include meetings on a variety of topics (listed below), three tours, a silent auction fundraiser, a student poster presentation, a BBQ dinner with entertainment, and an awards banquet.
Topics for the first afternoon include Herbaceous Grass Seeding Recommendations for Conservation Practices, Invasive Species of Concern, Prescribed Burning Planning Requirements and Certification Process, Cultural Resource Considerations in Conservation Planning & What to look for in the field.  Day 2 includes speakers covering BioFuels, Cellulosic Ethanol Production, Ag Methane Production as part of a CNMP, Economics of Ethanol Production and the Corn Industry, Conservation Planning for BioFuels, Integrating Conservation and Biomass Feedstock Production, and Urban Conservation.
Three tours will be offered. The first is a walking tour on Day 1 that will include seeding sites, burn sites, cultural resources and invasive plant control.  On Day 2, attendees have the choice to tour local urban conservation sites or the Mead, NE closed-loop BioFuel site (see http://www.e3biofuels.com/press/genesis-launch.php for more info).
More meeting information, including the agenda and registration form, can be found at http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/.
June 8  - Merry Lea Energy Sustainable Tour June 8th- Registration is due this Friday, May 18th
The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Urban Committee in conjunction with our Hoosier Chapter SWCS and other co-sponsors have planned a tour of the Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center of Goshen College (near Ft. Wayne, IN) on Friday, June 8th.  Check out the attached News release- “Learn New Ways to Save Building Energy Costs at Rieth Village” for more information about the tour.  For full details of the tour and for registration information get the tour brochure on the Hoosier Heartland RC&D home page at www.hhrcd.org.   

Merry Lea is a premier center for ecological studies and restoration in northeast Indiana.  the Registration deadline is May 18th.  Cost is $45/per person (which includes bus transportation, program, lunch and snacks) or $20/per person ( if own transportation is provided- but would include program, lunch and snacks).  If you have any questions, please contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council office at (317) 290-3250.

June 14, 2007 - The Wyoming Chapter of the Soil & Water Conservation Society will host a Renewable Resources Workshop, June 14, 2007, at the Holiday Inn in Thermopolis. 
The workshop is targeted to development of sustainable renewable energy and opportunities for farmers to produce and market crops that will be in demand for this advancing technology.  The program offers a variety of topics including wind and solar power options for ranchers, alternatives for Biofuels and how Wyoming crops and products such as Camelina, barley, grass pellets and wood chips are important renewable energy sources.  
Speakers will include representatives from the Wyoming ethanol plant in Torrington, and the state’s new Biodiesel company to be built in Campbell County.  Landowners who are using alternative power sources will share their experiences and viewpoints as well.  Industry reps, landowners and other subject matter experts will be available to address questions following the program. 
Attend this workshop and learn about renewable resources and new directions and opportunities for Wyoming! Contact:  Roni Schadegg, SWCS Wyoming Chapter President
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Casper, Wyoming  307-233-6747 

June 26 - Washington D.C.:  The SWCS National Capital Chapter announces their Spring Tour will be Tuesday, June 26.  The one-day tour includes the USDA-Agricultural Research Service (ARS) research farm in the morning and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service research refuge in the afternoon.  

The ARS Beltsville Agricultural Research Center covers 7,000 acres and includes a wide variety of research facilities.  Participants will take a guided tour on the ARS bio-diesel bus.  The Beltsville Center is the largest and most prominent of ARS’ 100-plus sites.   It is a dynamic, highly diversified research facility, dating back to livestock experiments in 1910.  At any given time, there are 50 to 75 visiting scientists from about 20 different countries.  The ARS National Visitor Center is located in the historic Beltsville Log Lodge. The log building was constructed in 1936-37 by the Civilian Conservation Corps and was used by the CCC as a recreational hall until 1942.

The National Wildlife Visitor Center is the largest science and environmental education center in the Department of the Interior.  Designed to accommodate one million visitors per year, the state-of-the-art facility provides interactive educational experiences seeks to young and old alike.  SWCS participants will experience a guided tram tour over the 12,841 acre Patuxent Research Refuge.  The FWS Refuge is adjacent to the ARS Beltsville Research Center.

The tour is $5 for members, $10 for non-members, and free to new members.  For more information contact Ross Braun, 301-504-2195, ross.braun@wdc.usda.gov.

June 27, 2007 - Minnesota Chapter of SWCS Summer Tour - Conservation and Bioenergy. The day’s events include:  

 - WCROC Renewable Energy Research and Demonstration Center
 - On-farm carbon and water quality research, 
 - Doug Wulf farm, Balancing Biomass for Bioenergy and Soil Conservation, 
 - Carbon Crops Study, 
 - Cuphea: Potential Biofuel Crop  

For more information, contact: Sidney Cornelius MN SWCS Chapter 375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 St. Paul, MN 55101

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MESSAGE BOARD

For those of you who would like to connect with other SWCS members attending the conference (to perhaps coordinate with others on arrival times, for dinners, or search for a tennis, golfing or running partner), we have implemented this Annual Conference Message Board.  Just click “post a message” to get started.  http://www.quicktopic.com/39/H/ZFy2A29wYGYkk 

