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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

Thursday May 24, 2007 A one day hands-on Workshop Presented by:  The Soil & Water Conservation Society - Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter
 - Geospatial Tools for Natural Resource Management

 - Internet Mapping with ArcGIS and Google Earth 

 - NRCS Web Soil Survey

 - KY Data Provisioning Services 

 - GPS for Agricultural and Natural Resource Management and Remote Sensing Data

 - Accessing Geologic Information on the Web

 - Enterprise GIS Implementation - Migrating Geospatial Data from the Desktop to the Web

Registration is limited! (We will have 55 workstations). Applications taken, first come first served, online at www.ca.uky.edu/pss/swcs/. CEU credit requested. Registration fees are: $50 non-members, $40 members (Soil and Water Conservation Society), $30 student non-members, and $20 student members. Directions to the workshop and further information will be provided once you are confirmed to attend.

Contacts for additional information:  Dr. Demetrio Zourarakis, DGI, email: Demetrio.Zourarakis@ky.gov, ph: (502) 564-1450 ext. 288  Dr. Tom Mueller, UK, email: mueller@uky.edu, ph: (859) 257-8887.

June 1 - Hoosier Chapter SWCS Summer Meeting on June 1st- Registration is due Wednesday, May 23rd
 This training session will be very beneficial to anyone with interests in plans grazing systems.  Check out the attached files on the agenda and registration forms.  Lunch is included and will be a box lunch.  Registration is due to Jennifer Kipper by May 23rd.  Questions- Contact Jennifer Kipper on her cell phone at 812-592-4220.  Note the agenda has Keith Johnson speaking on forages; however, due to some personal obligations for Keith, that may need to be changed at the last minute.  

June 7-9, 2007  - The Nebraska SWCS Annual Meeting will be held June 7-9, 2007 in Lincoln, Nebraska. This conference will include meetings on a variety of topics (listed below), three tours, a silent auction fundraiser, a student poster presentation, a BBQ dinner with entertainment, and an awards banquet.
Topics for the first afternoon include Herbaceous Grass Seeding Recommendations for Conservation Practices, Invasive Species of Concern, Prescribed Burning Planning Requirements and Certification Process, Cultural Resource Considerations in Conservation Planning & What to look for in the field.  Day 2 includes speakers covering BioFuels, Cellulosic Ethanol Production, Ag Methane Production as part of a CNMP, Economics of Ethanol Production and the Corn Industry, Conservation Planning for BioFuels, Integrating Conservation and Biomass Feedstock Production, and Urban Conservation.
Three tours will be offered. The first is a walking tour on Day 1 that will include seeding sites, burn sites, cultural resources and invasive plant control.  On Day 2, attendees have the choice to tour local urban conservation sites or the Mead, NE closed-loop BioFuel site (see http://www.e3biofuels.com/press/genesis-launch.php for more info).
More meeting information, including the agenda and registration form, can be found at http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/.
June 8  - Merry Lea Energy Sustainable Tour June 8th- Registration is due this Friday, May 18th
The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Urban Committee in conjunction with our Hoosier Chapter SWCS and other co-sponsors have planned a tour of the Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center of Goshen College (near Ft. Wayne, IN) on Friday, June 8th.  Check out the attached News release- “Learn New Ways to Save Building Energy Costs at Rieth Village” for more information about the tour.  For full details of the tour and for registration information get the tour brochure on the Hoosier Heartland RC&D home page at www.hhrcd.org.   

Merry Lea is a premier center for ecological studies and restoration in northeast Indiana.  the Registration deadline is May 18th.  Cost is $45/per person (which includes bus transportation, program, lunch and snacks) or $20/per person ( if own transportation is provided- but would include program, lunch and snacks).  If you have any questions, please contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council office at (317) 290-3250.

June 14, 2007 - The Wyoming Chapter of the Soil & Water Conservation Society will host a Renewable Resources Workshop, June 14, 2007, at the Holiday Inn in Thermopolis. 
The workshop is targeted to development of sustainable renewable energy and opportunities for farmers to produce and market crops that will be in demand for this advancing technology.  The program offers a variety of topics including wind and solar power options for ranchers, alternatives for Biofuels and how Wyoming crops and products such as Camelina, barley, grass pellets and wood chips are important renewable energy sources.  
Speakers will include representatives from the Wyoming ethanol plant in Torrington, and the state’s new Biodiesel company to be built in Campbell County.  Landowners who are using alternative power sources will share their experiences and viewpoints as well.  Industry reps, landowners and other subject matter experts will be available to address questions following the program. 
Attend this workshop and learn about renewable resources and new directions and opportunities for Wyoming! Contact:  Roni Schadegg, SWCS Wyoming Chapter President
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Casper, Wyoming  307-233-6747 

June 26 - Washington D.C.:  The SWCS National Capital Chapter announces their Spring Tour will be Tuesday, June 26.  The one-day tour includes the USDA-Agricultural Research Service (ARS) research farm in the morning and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service research refuge in the afternoon.  

The ARS Beltsville Agricultural Research Center covers 7,000 acres and includes a wide variety of research facilities.  Participants will take a guided tour on the ARS bio-diesel bus.  The Beltsville Center is the largest and most prominent of ARS’ 100-plus sites.   It is a dynamic, highly diversified research facility, dating back to livestock experiments in 1910.  At any given time, there are 50 to 75 visiting scientists from about 20 different countries.  The ARS National Visitor Center is located in the historic Beltsville Log Lodge. The log building was constructed in 1936-37 by the Civilian Conservation Corps and was used by the CCC as a recreational hall until 1942.

The National Wildlife Visitor Center is the largest science and environmental education center in the Department of the Interior.  Designed to accommodate one million visitors per year, the state-of-the-art facility provides interactive educational experiences seeks to young and old alike.  SWCS participants will experience a guided tram tour over the 12,841 acre Patuxent Research Refuge.  The FWS Refuge is adjacent to the ARS Beltsville Research Center.

The tour is $5 for members, $10 for non-members, and free to new members.  For more information contact Ross Braun, 301-504-2195, ross.braun@wdc.usda.gov.

CRAIG’S TRAVEL SCHEDULE

Craig made a quick trip to Washington, DC this week to participate in the NRCS New State Conservationist’s Orientation meeting.  The session that Craig presented in was; Managing Relationships with Partner Organizations/Questions and Answers.  Some of the other participants were:  Krysta Harden, Chief Executive Director, National Association of Conservation Districts, Bart James, Ducks Unlimited, Nancy Foster, U.S. Apple Association, Michael Formica, National Pork Producers Council.

Next week, Tuesday through Thursday, Craig will be facilitating the SWCS SCI-Soil Quality Expert Consultation at the Lied Lodge in Nebraska City, Nebraska. SWCS has an intense and abiding interest in soil quality and soil management.  Over the past few years, SWCS members have engaged in both internal and external discussion about the relevance and utility of the soil loss tolerance standards, soil quality indices and indicators, and tools to assist conservationists plan and implement more comprehensive soil conservation activities.  Policy makers and advocates have posed these questions with more urgency following implementation of the Conservation Security Program (CSP).  Craig’s goal for this consultation is to help SWCS formulate coherent and sound answers to these questions in the short-term and to help set a course for development, testing, and application of a more comprehensive set of soil conservation standards, assessment systems, and planning tools.

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

May 11

Participated in a presentation by Carl Lucero, National Leader for Clean Water-USDA-NRCS on Monday. He explained the activities underway to build internal capacity and infrastructure to move forward with market-based conservation.

Participated in presentations by NRCS staff on the schedule for developing the "practice payment rate" for about 150 conservation practices. This results in converting the "practice cost data" into rates using cost-share rates and practice scenarios. Next steps include training and a draft Economics Handbook. The local technical guides will need the information.

Also presented at the session last Tuesday was the draft Merged Soil and Water Quality Tool for use with the CSP.

The Rosa De Lauro-Wayne Gilchrest bill discussed last week is H.R.2144. Word also is that the Senate has appointed budget conferees setting the stage for pending action on the FY'08 budget.

The American Enterprise Institute (AEI) is hosting an event on May 17 entitled "The 2007 farm Bill and Beyond". The Congressional Research Service (CRS) has a Report for Congress on Farm Bill Proposals and Legislative Action in the 110th Congress, dated March 22,2007 (15 pages).  A variety of excellent sources and papers have been generated on agricultural issues and potential policy in the next farm bill. 

5/18/07

NRCS will have a briefing this Friday on the agency's programs allocation formulae. NRCS distributes annually appropriated funds for Farm Bill and other programs to the State Conservationists. They use a resource based allocation formula created for each program. These formulae have an annual review and data is used as new information becomes available.

NRCS recently had World Perspectives, an external firm, review their allocation process. The briefing covers both current formulas and the report.

Will attend a seminar on Thursday given by Bryan Lohmar, an ERS economist, an expert on agricultural issues in China.  Also, he is an adjunct professor at John Hopkins School of Advanced International studies in Baltimore, MD

A session was held this Wednesday by Virginia Simpson, Simpson & Partners, Greenville, S.C. on: A Commercial Perspective on Marketing Emissions Credits. They are experts in global warming and climate change.

The House Agriculture Committee may release this week their schedule for draft legislation for some of the 2007 farm bill titles. Chairman Peterson said he has looked at a bill (HR 2144) sponsored by Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn) Chairwoman of USDA's funding subcommittee. The measure would help USDA's conservation and organic programs.

Senator Harkin, Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman, plans on having their 2007 draft legislation available by the time Congress takes their July 4th recess. Senate floor debate could occur in late July, with a goal for Senate approval by late September.

Long-term Farm Foundation President Walt Armbruster announced his plans to retire after 30 years of service with the Foundation. Vic Lechtenberg, Chairman of  Farm Foundation's Board of Trustees, is seeking applications for the position.

