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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 

Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
Thursday May 24, 2007 A one day hands-on Workshop Presented by:  The Soil & Water Conservation Society - Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter
 - Geospatial Tools for Natural Resource Management

 - Internet Mapping with ArcGIS and Google Earth 

 - NRCS Web Soil Survey

 - KY Data Provisioning Services 

 - GPS for Agricultural and Natural Resource Management and Remote Sensing Data

 - Accessing Geologic Information on the Web

 - Enterprise GIS Implementation - Migrating Geospatial Data from the Desktop to the Web

Registration is limited! (We will have 55 workstations). Applications taken, first come first served, online at www.ca.uky.edu/pss/swcs/. CEU credit requested. Registration fees are: $50 non-members, $40 members (Soil and Water Conservation Society), $30 student non-members, and $20 student members. Directions to the workshop and further information will be provided once you are confirmed to attend.

Contacts for additional information:  Dr. Demetrio Zourarakis, DGI, email: Demetrio.Zourarakis@ky.gov, ph: (502) 564-1450 ext. 288  Dr. Tom Mueller, UK, email: mueller@uky.edu, ph: (859) 257-8887.

June 7-9, 2007  - The Nebraska SWCS Annual Meeting will be held June 7-9, 2007 in Lincoln, Nebraska. This conference will include meetings on a variety of topics (listed below), three tours, a silent auction fundraiser, a student poster presentation, a BBQ dinner with entertainment, and an awards banquet.
Topics for the first afternoon include Herbaceous Grass Seeding Recommendations for Conservation Practices, Invasive Species of Concern, Prescribed Burning Planning Requirements and Certification Process, Cultural Resource Considerations in Conservation Planning & What to look for in the field.  Day 2 includes speakers covering BioFuels, Cellulosic Ethanol Production, Ag Methane Production as part of a CNMP, Economics of Ethanol Production and the Corn Industry, Conservation Planning for BioFuels, Integrating Conservation and Biomass Feedstock Production, and Urban Conservation.
Three tours will be offered. The first is a walking tour on Day 1 that will include seeding sites, burn sites, cultural resources and invasive plant control.  On Day 2, attendees have the choice to tour local urban conservation sites or the Mead, NE closed-loop BioFuel site (see http://www.e3biofuels.com/press/genesis-launch.php for more info).
More meeting information, including the agenda and registration form, can be found at http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/.
CHAPTER OFFICERS
Have your chapter officers changed? According to our records the following chapters have recently changed officers.

1. Mississippi

2. Oklahoma State University

3. Ohio State University-Terraqua

4. South Carolina

5. Texas-Golden Spread

6. Texas-Heart of Texas

7. Illinois

8. Louisiana

9. Wisconsin

10. Minnesota

11. Arizona

12. Ohio

13. Texas-Riviera

Please email the most recent chapter officer roster to Lindey Krug at memberservices@swcs.org.  We need this information to ensure that our website and our membership database reflect the most current information.  Thank you very much!

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

Both the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House Agriculture Committees held hearings on Tuesday on Farm Policy. The Senate hearing dealt with conservation policy issues. Recommendations for the 2007 farm bill were made by Wisconsin's Governor James E. Doyle, Maryland Senator Benjamin I. Cardin and New Jersey Senator Robert Menendez. AP writer Frommer reported that "Governor Doyle urged the Senate Committee to make conservation a key element of the farm bill Congress is expected to reauthorize this year".  Also, representatives of several conservation organizations presented statements and answered questions.

The House Subcommittee's hearing reviewed federal crop insurance. USDA Chief Economist Keith Collins said that USDA's gap coverage proposal continued to evolve.

Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro and Congressman Wayne Gilchrest will introduce their legislative proposal this Thursday. The measure would address several issues of priority in the Northeast and Mid Atlantic states. 

USDA's Office of Energy Policy and new Uses has a session this Thursday on "The Evolving Biofuels Industry: Implications for U.S. Agriculture.

NRCS has invited outside interests to a briefing May 8 and open discussion on several issues relate to the next farm bill.

