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CHAPTER ACTIVITY

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 3 – 4   -  The Michigan Chapter has put together a fantastic program for the Leadership Development Workshop scheduled for May 3-4 in Dearborn, Michigan.  The meeting will start at 12:45 p.m. on Thursday and end at noon on Friday.  The workshop will include a technical tour of the Ford Rouge Factory to see the world's largest green roof -- over 10 acres!!!  Dewayne Johnson, the new director of professional development at SWCS has been invited to spend some time with us talking about how to improve your Chapter's professional development activities, including CEUs, and partnering with conservation agencies to develop your programs.  

 

The location of the workshop is the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, which also happens to be the site of the 2009 Annual SWCS Conference!  So you will be among the first to check out the comfy beds, shopping and food!  The Hyatt is a four-star luxury hotel located in a suburban setting near the Ford Museum, a shopping mall and other attractions.  They are giving us a special room rate for this workshop and a free meeting room.  

 

Please distribute this information as quickly as possible to your members.  This workshop is designed for current and up and coming Chapter leaders, but is open to any SWCS member or student member. A registration form and a flyer are attached that give more details.  Sarah VanDelfzijl, Michigan Chapter President has asked that you let her know if you're planning to come with a quick email by April 20th so she can purchase the tour tickets ahead of time for a reduced fee.  

 

An agenda and map will be distributed shortly.  If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call Sarah at 269-567-3515, Dan Kesselring at 269-781-6268 or me.  We appreciate all you do for the Society and look forward to seeing you at the workshop
May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 

Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
APPOINT CHAPTER DELEGATE

Please help make the House of Delegates session productive by providing the following information to Sue Ann Lynes by April 27, 2007.
1. Name and email address of your Chapter Delegate.

2. Issue paper (these can be very brief) providing background on the issue you would like to discuss during the House of Delegates session.

3. Draft of any resolution(s) you will be asking Delegates to vote on during the session.

Please email this information to Sue Ann at sueann.lynes@swcs.org and your Regional Director.  If we can keep to the April 27 deadline, we will be able to distribute the agenda, issues papers, and resolutions back to Chapters in May.  That would allow discussion of the issues at the Chapter level prior to the House of Delegates session in July.  We think that would make for a more effective session.

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Symposia Presentations:
90-minute symposia and concurrent sessions will take place on Monday at 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 3:30 p.m. and Tuesday at 8:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 3:30 p.m.

Symposia

1. Assessment and Management of Vegetated Ditch Systems for Drainage and Water Quality Goals

2. Biological Diversity and Bio-Energy—A wildlife management perspective

3. CEAP National Assessment Components

4. CEAP-NRCS Special Emphasis Watershed Projects

5. Conservation Planning and Conservation Practice Physical Effects

6. Conservation Planning Field Technology Integration

7. Implications of Bioenergy Production for Agricultural Development

8. Including the Private Sector as Part of your Conservation Team

9. Innovating Conservation Outreach to Absentee Landowners

10. Invasive Species–Local and Global Threats to Productive Landscapes

11. Sino-US Cooperative Efforts in Soil and Water Conservation

12. Strengthening the Science of the CEAP Cropland Assessment

13. The Conservation Effects Assessment Project–Wetlands National Assessment Component: Is the investment in wetlands conservation on agricultural landscapes worth the ecological return?

14. Watershed Assessment for River Stability and Sediment Supply (WARSSS)

15. Wildlife benefits of the Farm Bill: Insights from the Conservation Effects Assessment Project Wildlife Component

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

The House Agriculture Subcommittee for Conservation, Credit, Energy, and Research has scheduled a hearing on Thursday April 19 at 1:00 p.m. There are two panels making witness statements. Panel I has seven members, primarily representing commodity organizations. Panel II has six representing conservation and wildlife organizations.

Ralph Grossi, AFT President, Olin Sims, NACD President, and Ken Cook. EWG President are among those who have participated in prior Farm Bill discussions. Tim Holden(D-PA) chairs the subcommittee.

Several bills have been introduced relating to the pending 2007 Farm Bill.H.R.1766 deals with problems of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Another, not yet introduced, is led by Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) and Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD).A starter bill for Northeast states is pending.

The USDA Secretary released a statement dealing with helping beginning farmers and ranchers. The Administration's proposals include increasing direct payments for major crop producers. Also, reserving 10% of farm bill conservation financial assistance for beginning farmers and ranchers.

Attended an event Monday evening at the National Press Club sponsored by the North American Agricultural Journalists to celebrate the life of Sonja Hillgren. She died December 19, 2006 at age 58. Her career began reporting on agriculture for United Press International. The Farm Journal turned to her to head their political coverage of agriculture issues. After serving as Washington Editor she became the Farm Journals chief editor the first-ever female Editor of a national farm magazine. She later moved up their corporate ladder to shape their modern company. In 1998 Sonja received the coveted Oscar for Agriculture for Distinguished Service recommended by Indiana Senator Richard Lugar. She was born in South Dakota.

Several of the speakers were from that state including former NRCS Chief Bruce Knight, now USDA Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Affairs. Those attending including former Secretary Dan Glickman along with a large number who knew Sonja due to her contacts with them, including myself while SCS Chief.

