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SWCS MEMBER SURVEY 
I would like to thank the 1,400 + SWCS members who have completed the survey.  I look forward to sharing the results of the survey with you soon.
CHAPTER ACTIVITY

April 19 - The Maryland Old Line Chapter of SWCS announces their annual spring tour for 2007. The tour will be held Thursday, April 19th.  Participants will meet at the Harford Soil Conservation District office at 8:30 am.  A bus will transport participants to the various stops.  The Harford SCD is located at 19 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD 21050.

Site 1 - Emory Knoll Farms—owned and operated by Ed and Lucy Snodgrass.

They are the leading experts in design and installation of green roof systems.  Mr. Snodgrass will explain what plants work better in which regions and roof drainage design for proper installation.  

Site 2 - Brooms Bloom Ice Cream & Dairy Store - owned and operated by Kate and David Dallam.  Brooms Bloom features old fashioned hand dipped ice cream that is made right on the farm. 

Site 3 - Strawberry Hill Farm—owned and operated by the Schenning family.  The Schennings operate a dairy farm and milk on average 150 cows.  Primary daily operations are performed by father, daughter and son-in-law.  They crop approximately 600 acres.  

Topics to be covered include: green roof systems, roof drainage design, local ag. products promotion, composted bedded pack, heavy use areas, manure storage, dealing with non-farm neighbors.

The registration deadline is April 14.  The fee for the tour is $10 for nonmembers and free for CCA and SWCS members.  The registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  Checks should be made payable to SWCS.  Please mail registration and payment to Renato Cuizon, Maryland Dept. of Agriculture, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For more information please contact Chapter President, David Kann at agplanner@comcast.net.

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 

Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
NEW CORPORATE MEMBER
SWCS would like to welcome The Nature Conservancy and David DeGeus located in Otley, Iowa as the Society’s first Bronze Corporate Member.  

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP

(Formerly known as Leadership Development Workshop)

The Future: Dreaming Big, Acting Wisely

Saturday, July 21st - 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

In the September-October 2006 issue of the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation, Craig Cox, the Executive Director of SWCS was quoted saying, “Water, energy, and climate change – these issues will create challenges for conservationists as great as, or greater than, the challenges we faced at the birth of our movement and profession…..Truly sustainable solutions to these challenges will require much more than simply minimizing effects on resources – we will have to meet demands for water and energy in ways that restore and enhance resources, ecosystems, and our environment.” 

The work of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) and other conservation organizations is to advance conservation science by promoting professionalism, informing policy, and putting knowledge into practice. In this way, we can act as a positive change agent in meeting conservation challenges. The SWCS is leading the way at the national level with its conservation effects assessment project, the national conference on agricultural landscapes, formulating recommendations to adapt the way we do conservation planning and operate programs to a more extreme climate, and the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation. 

What is really needed to advance the conservation cause, however, is increased grassroots activities by conservation professionals at the state and local levels. The purpose of this year’s Conservation Leadership Workshop is to train conservation professionals to be more effective conservation activists. Issues that will be addressed include: 

 -  How can conservation professionals more effectively advance conservation?

 -  How can conservation professionals support national leadership and maximize their contribution to the “professionalism, policy and practice” of conservation science?

A complete agenda for the workshop is available online.

Lead organizers: Leadership Development Committee

Fee: $65, $75 late - incl. lunch & breaks

Minimum: 25; Maximum: 100

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

The U.S. Senate returned this week. The House is scheduled to return early next week. The House Agriculture Subcommittee for Conservation, Credit, Energy, and Research has scheduled a hearing on April 19 for outside organizations to testify on issues to be considered for the pending 2007 Farm Bill. Tim Holden (D-PA) is chairman. Frank D. Lucas

(R-Ok) is the ranking member.

The supplemental measure, primarily for military funding, also has legislative language (S.965) that would provide funding for several USDA programs. $35 million is for an Emergency Conservation Program-including RC&D's. The Conservation Security Program has $115 million for emergency spending. The President has stated  that he will veto any bill that limits military action in Iraq.

The Washington Post had an article: USDA rural aid goes to urban areas. The "mixed definitions" of what is considered rural continues to challenge USDA’s Rural Development program said Rep. Frank Lucas (R-OK) at a recent hearing.

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns stated at a recent meeting that the issue of the federal budget would be a factor in crafting a 2007 Farm Bill.

