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SWCS MEMBER SURVEY – SATURDAY, APRIL 7 (Presidents, please forward this email to the members in your chapter)
The absolute deadline for completing the survey is Saturday, April 7.

I would like to thank the 1,200 + SWCS members who have completed the survey.  However, our goal is about two times as many responses, so if you have not taken the survey, PLEASE do so immediately!

The survey is on-line at:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=841613463886 

You should be able to access the survey by clicking on the above link or by copying it and pasting it into your browser address window.  We have pre-tested the survey and it will take you approximately 20 minutes to complete, so please make sure that you have 20 to 30 minutes available before you start.  

Sincerely, Theo Dillaha, SWCS President
CRAIG IN DC NEXT WEEK

I will be spending all next week in DC working on a number of projects:

· I have been invited to participate in a meeting with The Packard Foundation.  The Foundation is considering beginning a new program focused on agricultural environmental issues and is bringing together a small group of “experts” to help design that new program.  This is great news—it will be very helpful to have another major foundation interested in our mission area.

· As a result of our pre-publication briefings of House and Senate Agriculture Committee staff regarding our CSP and EQIP reports, we have been invited back to do a much larger briefing for committee staff and all of the Agricultural Legislative Assistants that serve each member of the Committees.  We will be completing those briefings next week.  

· I will be meeting with NRCS staff to continue my work to complete our assessment of the technical assistance programs that support farm bill conservation programs – another assessment we will be inserting into the farm bill debate this year.

· NRCS staff has also asked me to participate in an informal but substantive discussion about the recommendations we put forward in our EQIP assessment.  They are interested in exploring how they might move forward to implement some of our recommendations.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
A couple of encouraging developments on the Program Development front:

· ARS has expressed serious interest in supporting our planned special conference on “Conservation in the Bio-based Economy.”  As you remember, the Science and Policy Committee made this issue the highest priority for SWCS attention in the next few years.  ARS would like to provide both financial and staff support for planning, organizing and holding the conference.  We are tentatively looking at the last two weeks in April 2008 to hold this conference – most likely in Des Moines.  Dewayne and I are trying to find time to develop a concept paper outlining a working model for the conference that we can use to have an initial discussion with the Science and Policy Committee and to begin assembling a conference planning committee.

· I met with the Midwest Director of The Nature Conservancy’s Great Rivers Program.  They are interested in working with us on a national (or potential international) conference highlighting the science, practice, and policy of restoring hydrologic function in agricultural watersheds.  TNC staff participated in the Managing Agricultural Landscapes conference and were impressed enough to approach us with this idea.  Dewayne and I will be meeting with TNC again in early May for a more detailed and substantive discussion of what such a conference would be intended to achieve and how the conference might be structured.

It appears that Managing Agricultural Landscapes put us on the map as an organization that can effectively plan, develop, and hold conferences that effectively address important conservation issues.  Looks as if 2008 may be a very busy year for special conferences in the Professional Development program.  

IOWA CHAPTER RECEIVES $900 CHECK FOR CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP DUES

SWCS was pleased to send the Iowa SWCS Chapter a check in the amount of $900 for corporate membership dues.  The New York Empire State Chapter will soon receive a membership dues check in the amount of $200 for the Society’s newest Silver level corporate member, RPM Ecosystems, Dryden, New York. 

Chapters will receive dues from corporate memberships according to the membership level.
Gold level corporate member - $300 dues paid to local chapters

Silver level corporate member - $200 dues paid to local chapters

Bronze level corporate member - $100 dues paid to local chapters

Dues checks for corporate memberships will be sent to the chapters as soon as the corporate membership application process is complete. For corporate members who have businesses located in several states, the decision will be left to the corporate member as to where chapter membership dues are sent.  Please spend a few minutes thinking about organizations that would be interested in seeking an identity with a U.S. based international conservation organization.  
Membership gives organizations the opportunity for national and international visibility and identification with the land and water conservation cause.  This is growing evermore important as we begin to think about some of the serious implications of a subject that is constantly in the news; conservation in the Bio-based economy.    

The Society’s current corporate members are:

GOLD 

Agri Drain – www.agridrain.com 

SILVER

Validus – www.validusservices.com 

Agren – www.agren-inc.com 

Carpenter Erosion Control – Scourstop – www.scourstop.com 
RPM Ecosystems – www.rpmecosystems.com 
Please contact Sue Ann Lynes at sueann.lynes@swcs.org for Corporate Membership marketing information.

CHAPTER ACTIVITY

April 19 - The Maryland Old Line Chapter of SWCS announces their annual spring tour for 2007. The tour will be held Thursday, April 19th.  Participants will meet at the Harford Soil Conservation District office at 8:30 am.  A bus will transport participants to the various stops.  The Harford SCD is located at 19 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD 21050.

Site 1 - Emory Knoll Farms—owned and operated by Ed and Lucy Snodgrass.

They are the leading experts in design and installation of green roof systems.  Mr. Snodgrass will explain what plants work better in which regions and roof drainage design for proper installation.  

Site 2 - Brooms Bloom Ice Cream & Dairy Store - owned and operated by Kate and David Dallam.  Brooms Bloom features old fashioned hand dipped ice cream that is made right on the farm. 

Site 3 - Strawberry Hill Farm—owned and operated by the Schenning family.  The Schennings operate a dairy farm and milk on average 150 cows.  Primary daily operations are performed by father, daughter and son-in-law.  They crop approximately 600 acres.  

Topics to be covered include: green roof systems, roof drainage design, local ag. products promotion, composted bedded pack, heavy use areas, manure storage, dealing with non-farm neighbors.

The registration deadline is April 14.  The fee for the tour is $10 for nonmembers and free for CCA and SWCS members.  The registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  Checks should be made payable to SWCS.  Please mail registration and payment to Renato Cuizon, Maryland Dept. of Agriculture, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For more information please contact Chapter President, David Kann at agplanner@comcast.net.

April 24-25, 2007 – The Northeast Region SWCS Conference will be held at the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  The theme is “Energizing for Conservation in the Northeast”.   The first day will include a breakfast for Chapter Officers, an exhibit area, and educational presentations covering topics such as alternative energy, odor and disease control, and the Agricultural Environmental Management program.  There will be a tour on the second day of three different farms looking at windbreaks/shelterbelts, riparian buffers, and a methane digester.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Certified Professionals in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Crop Advisors (CCA), American Society of Certified Planners, Certified Environmental Planners, and the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) are being offered at the conference.  For more information contact Bobbi Bailey at blbailey27@zoominternet.net.  

May 17-19, 2007 - Tri-State Meeting Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Chapters, Soil and Water Conservation Society -  Water Resource Issues in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint Basin: Working together for a better future  - North Florida Research and Education Center, Quincy, Florida. The purpose of the meeting is to share information on water resource conservation issues and encourage interaction between society members of the various sections. 
Topics will include:

l agricultural and urban water conservation efforts, 

l water resource management and planning efforts, 

l impacts of water storage and minimum base flow, 

l water quality impacts, 

l storm water runoff and erosion and sediment control, 

l effects of water management on wildlife and marine/aquatic life, and aquaculture and fisheries. 

Coming soon...Registration & Conference information at: www.gaswcs.org
2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OUTDOOR CLASS ROOM– EDUCATIONAL TOURS
All tours will take place on Wednesday, July 25 and will give exposure to interesting and informative conservation work happening in the area.  You must be registered as an attendee in order to participate in a tour.  Be sure to register early to secure a seat on a tour.  The SWCS reserves the right to cancel a tour that does not have the minimum number of participants and to change the maximum number of participants.  Late fees for tours apply beginning on June 15.

Barthle Brothers Ranch 7:30 a.m. – noon

This half-day tour will visit the Barthle Brothers Ranch.  The tour will highlight their cow-calf operation, pasture management program, quarter horse breeding operation, prescribe burning program and wildlife and hunting management activities.  A majority of this tour will be outside (not air conditioned).

Participants: 23 minimum, 55 maximum

Cost: $35 early, $40 late – Includes transportation, guides, refreshments

NRCS Brooksville Plant Materials Center and ARS Tropical Research Center 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

This tour will visit the USDA NRCS Plant Materials Center and the ARS Tropical Research Center located in Brooksville, Florida.  Learn about Florida plants and the various research projects underway.  A majority of this tour will be outside (not air conditioned).

Participants: 30 minimum, 47 maximum

Cost: $60 early, $65 late – Includes transportation, guides, refreshments and lunch

Integrated Natural Resource Management  7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Visit a 480-acre coastal restoration project in progress, high-tech integrated water management including reclaimed water and a community farm in development.  A majority of this tour will be outside.

Participants: 30 minimum, 47 maximum

Cost: $60 early, $65 late – Includes transportation, guides, refreshments and lunch

Green Swamp 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This field trip will visit the heart of the Green Swamp and showcase state-of-the-art upland restoration projects, fire management and multiple use management.  The Green Swamp is a 560,000 acre expanse of wetlands, flatlands with occasional low ridges located in the center of the Florida peninsula.  Moderate hiking involved. A majority of this tour will be outside. 

Participants: 10 minimum, 13 maximum 

Cost: $60 early, $65 late – Includes transportation, guides, refreshments and lunch

Lake Apopka Wetland Restoration 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Visit wetland restoration efforts in and around the Lake Apopka area.  Tour stops will discuss USDA NRCS Wetland Restoration Projects, water quality issues and on-going lake restoration efforts.  A majority of this tour will be outside (not air conditioned).

Participants: 10 minimum, 13 maximum
Cost: $60 early, $65 late – Includes transportation, guides, refreshments and lunch

Florida Aquarium  8:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. or 3:45 p.m.

These self-guided full- or half-day tours will visit the Florida Aquarium. The facility is home to over 10,000 aquatic plants and animals from 1,340 species from Florida and all over the world. The Florida Aquarium features 200,000 square-feet of air-conditioned fun. 
For more information visit www.flaquarium.org

Participants: 10-20 minimum, 28-55 maximum

Cost: $50 early, $55 late – Includes transportation, admission ticket (does NOT include lunch)
Florida Aquarium and Tampa Bay Eco Tour 8:45 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.

This full-day tour will visit the Florida Aquarium (above) and also enjoy the Bay Spirit Eco Tour for the last part of the day.  The Florida Aquarium is offering Eco tours into Tampa Bay aboard a 64-foot catamaran officially named Bay Spirit. Passengers must be able to transfer to the boat deck.  This eco tour takes guests out to the Bay, home to over 400 bottlenose dolphins.  It is also one of the best places in Florida to view birds and an abundance of native fish.  (Shared bus with the Aquarium Tour).

Participants: 10-20 minimum, 28-55 maximum

Cost: $65 early, $70 late – Includes transportation, admission tickets (does NOT include lunch)

WASHINGTON UPDATE – Norm Berg

Nothing to report as Congress is on recess this week.
