SWCS CHAPTER NOTES

TO:

Chapter Presidents 


DATE: 
June 18, 2010
FROM: 
Jim Gulliford, SWCS Executive Director (jim.gulliford@swcs.org)
1. SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PARTICIPATES IN RACCOON RIVER EXPERT PANEL
3. 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE – Overflow room block at the Millennium Hotel St. Louis
SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PARTICIPATES IN RACCOON RIVER EXPERT PANEL
I spent three days last week participating in an expert panel meeting hosted by AGREN Inc. to address the efficacy of conservation BMPs to restore and maintain an environmentally and economically sustainable watershed.  That watershed is a large, agricultural river basin that features livestock and row crop production on variable landscapes that include extensively tile-drained soils, highly productive but highly erodible loess soils, as well as the riverine landscape.  Relevant to the ‘environmentally sustainable’ component of the watershed objective, is a TMDL that features significant nitrate-N and pathogen reductions necessary to meet water quality and use needs.  

Typical of river watersheds, stakeholders come from large population centers, small communities, and include thousands of individual producers.  Many of the individual producers are the current representative of a multi-generational family history.  As a result, the history and tradition of the land and producers, the evolving technology of agricultural production, the economic pressure of the marketplace, and the science of environmental performance criteria make it difficult to craft a path forward that is acceptable for all stakeholders.  

An effort was made to understand the performance of BMPs in the context of producer interest and constraints.  As the project moves forward, it will assess the adequacy of BMP implementation scenarios to achieve the TMDL objectives, and determine if a water quality master plan can be both developed and implemented in the watershed.

2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: - Overflow room block at the Millennium Hotel, St. Louis 
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Millennium Hotel St. Louis (Overflow Hotel)
We have secured an overflow room block at the Millennium St. Louis at the Federal Per Diem rate ($110 plus tax).

Reservations: Reservations may be made by calling: 314-241-9500 or 800-325-7353 and referencing the "65th International SWCS Annual Conference" ... or click here to make your reservations online.

The $110 rate includes complementary parking and internet. This hotel is just two blocks from the Hilton and still right across from the ballpark. This room block expires on July 2, 2010.
Hotel details at: http://www.millenniumhotels.com/millenniumstlouis/












Please share these news items with members and stakeholders.
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