SWCS CHAPTER NOTES

TO:

Chapter Presidents 


DATE: 
April 26, 2010
FROM: 
SWCS Executive Director
1. CHAPTER NEWS AND EVENTS

2. SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

3. BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S SPRING MEETING
4. HOUSE OF DELEGATE ANNOUNCEMENT – Note April 28th deadline 
CHAPTER NEWS AND EVENTS

New Mexico Chapter Newsletter attached.
SHARE YOUR CHAPTER’S NEWSLETTER WITH OTHER CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Please email Sue Ann Lynes with your chapter’s newsletter if you would like to share it with other chapter presidents.  Newsletters will be attached to Chapter Notes sent out each Friday. 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S SPRING MEETING
The SWCS Board of Directors met in Ankeny on April 22nd and 23rd.    The Board held their officer election for the 2010/2011 year.  The results of the election follows:
President – Bill Boyer, Northeastern Regional Director

Vice President – Gary Steinhardt, East North Central Regional Director

Secretary – Clark Gantzer, At-large Director

Treasurer – Dan Towers, At-large Director

The directors will assume their officer position on the Board following the July 2010 annual conference.

Northern Plains Regional Director Vacancy

Discussion took place regarding the vacancy for the Northern Plains Regional Director.  Jean Steiner, Chair of the Nominations committee and Craig Romary, Nominations Committee Member for the Northern Plains region have consented to have the names of two candidates to present to the members of the Northern Plains Region for their consideration.  Ballots will go out to the members of the Northern Plains Region the week of April 26th.  The voting is scheduled to be concluded on May 31st.  We will have more information for you regarding the election the first of June.  

Strategic Plan

The Board spent most of Friday working on a strategic plan. You will be hearing more about the strategic plan in the coming months.  

2010 HOUSE OF DELEGATE’S MEETING – April 28th deadline

To date, we have received no resolutions to be discussed at the House of Delegates meeting. Please note the deadline for resolutions is April 28th – that is this Wednesday.  You may still submit your delegate’s name, however, it will need to first be approved by your regional director.  For chapters in the Northern Plains Region, please submit your information to Gary Steinhardt, SWCS President.  His email address is: gsteinhardt@purdue.edu 
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The 2010 House of Delegates session followed by State of the Society meeting is set for Sunday, July 18th 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in St. Louis, Missouri.  Like last year, both the session and meeting are back to back and are open to all SWCS conference attendees.  The State of the Society meeting will provide conference attendees the opportunity to share their views with the SWCS Board of Directors on the following topic:

Energy, water, and global climate change will drive research and environmental programs over the next century.  This will largely determine what we hand off to our sons and daughters.  We are heading into a time period that is comparable in significance to the Great Dust Bowl.  What do you believe the appropriate role for the Society is with respect to these issues?

The purpose of the House of Delegates is to advise the Board on natural resource issues and matters affecting chapters.  If you wish to put forward a formal resolution, please submit it to Sue Ann Lynes on or before April 28th (see below.)  Only formal written resolutions will be addressed during the House of Delegates session; and if resolutions are presented, only official chapter delegates will be allowed to vote. If we receive no formal resolutions, we will go directly to the State of Society Town Hall meeting.  

I hope this approach will facilitate an open and far ranging discussion of where SWCS should be going in the future.  Please emphasize this format to your chapter members.  I encourage everyone to participate.

Please provide your Regional Director and Sue Ann Lynes at sueann.lynes@swcs.org with the following information by April 28th:
1. Name and email address of your chapter delegate and alternate. (As per our Bylaws, only officially designated delegates can vote on resolutions brought forward by the delegates.  After April 28th your Regional Director will have to approve any substitutions or changes in your officially designated delegate.) and

2. Any draft of the resolutions you will be asking delegates to vote on during the session.

On May 3rd we will distribute the agenda and any resolutions received back to the Chapter Presidents for discussion at the chapter level.
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