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1. ILLINOIS CHAPTER ANNUAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT ATTACHED – March 9, 2010
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3. HOUSE OF DELEGATE ANNOUNCEMENT
4. MANAGING AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES FOR ENVIRNOMENTAL QUALITY II

5. 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SILENT AUCTION – Note from Marc Vanacht

ILLINOIS CHAPTER ANNUAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT – MARCH 9 ATTACHED

CHAPTER SHOULD FILE THEIR ANNUAL FEDERAL FILING
	Depending on your chapter’s year end date, it may be time to file your yearly return or notice.

	 

	Most tax-exempt organizations, other than churches, must file a yearly return or notice with the IRS. If an organization does not file a required annual return for three consecutive years, the law provides that it automatically loses its tax-exempt status. Loss of exempt status means an organization must file income tax returns and pay income tax, and its contributors will not be able to deduct their donations.  All chapters will need to file their own form.  Even if a chapter is considered a subordinate under SWCS headquarters, they are required to fill out their own appropriate IRS 990 form.  SWCS headquarters does NOT file group returns.

What must be filed this year depends on the organization’s financial activity:

Financial activity
Filing requirement
Gross receipts normally ≤ $25,000
Note: Organizations eligible to file the e-Postcard may choose to file a full return.
990-N (e-Postcard)

Gross receipts < $ 500,000 and
Total assets < $1.25 million

990-EZ or 990
Gross receipts ≥ $500,000, or
Total assets ≥ $1.25 million

990
Private foundation (regardless of financial activity)

990-PF



To make sure your chapter has filed a current Form 990-N (e-Postcard) you can search the database at http://www.irs.gov/app/ePostcard/
If you have any further questions, which can not be answered from the website, please let me know.  I will try my best to answer your questions.

Jody Ogg

515-289-2331 ext 122

jody.ogg@swcs.org

2010 HOUSE OF DELEGATE’S MEETING

The following 2010 House of Delegates meeting announcement was sent out to the chapter presidents on Thursday, January 21st. 

The 2010 House of Delegates session followed by State of the Society meeting is set for Sunday, July 18th 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in St. Louis, Missouri.  Like last year, both the session and meeting are back to back and are open to all SWCS conference attendees.  The State of the Society meeting will provide conference attendees the opportunity to share their views with the SWCS Board of Directors on the following topic:

Energy, water, and global climate change will drive research and environmental programs over the next century.  This will largely determine what we hand off to our sons and daughters.  We are heading into a time period that is comparable in significance to the Great Dust Bowl.  What do you believe the appropriate role for the Society is with respect to these issues?

The purpose of the House of Delegates is to advise the Board on natural resource issues and matters affecting chapters.  If you wish to put forward a formal resolution, please submit it to Sue Ann Lynes on or before April 28th (see below.)  Only formal written resolutions will be addressed during the House of Delegates session; and if resolutions are presented, only official chapter delegates will be allowed to vote. If we receive no formal resolutions, we will go directly to the State of Society Town Hall meeting.  

I hope this approach will facilitate an open and far ranging discussion of where SWCS should be going in the future.  Please emphasize this format to your chapter members.  I encourage everyone to participate.

Please provide your Regional Director and Sue Ann Lynes at sueann.lynes@swcs.org with the following information by April 28th:
1. Name and email address of your chapter delegate and alternate. (As per our Bylaws, only officially designated delegates can vote on resolutions brought forward by the delegates.  After April 28th your Regional Director will have to approve any substitutions or changes in your officially designated delegate.) and

2. Any draft of the resolutions you will be asking delegates to vote on during the session.

On May 3rd we will distribute the agenda and any resolutions received back to the Chapter Presidents for discussion at the chapter level.
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Call for Presentations Extended/Registration Now Open

Workshop Summary
Managing Agricultural Landscapes for Environmental Quality II: Achieving More Effective Conservation (MAL II) will be held from April 28-30, 2010, at the Renaissance Denver Hotel in Denver, Colorado. MAL II will further explore the scientific, technical, and policy challenges with regards to agricultural landscapes. The workshop organizers are intent on focusing on assessment and management of vulnerability and risk between and within agricultural landscapes. The workshop will build on the success achieved by Managing Agricultural Landscapes for Environmental Quality (MAL I) held in Kansas City in October 2006.  A complete workshop description and program summary is online at www.swcs.org/mal2 

REVISED TIMELINE FOR PRESENTATIONS:
Abstracts due: February 22, 2010
Notification of acceptance: within 72 hours of submittal
NOTE: In order to provide speakers more time to arrange travel approval, the program committee will be reviewing submissions AS THEY ARE SUBMITTED. We have a limited number of spots for oral presentations at this conference. Please do not wait until the deadline to submit your abstract or you may find that all the available speaking opportunities have already been filled.

Registration is now open. Early Registration deadline: March 15, 2010

Registration Fee: $250 ($325 after March 15, 2010) Special rates for students.


Submit an abstract or register today at: www.swcs.org/mal2
For more information, contact Dewayne Johnson at 515.289.2331 x114 or dewayne.johnson@swcs.org
2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE – SILENT AUCTION REQUEST

The Silent Auction has been an anticipated and cheerful tradition at the SWCS International Conference for years.  Each year, Chapters and sponsors donate unique and diverse items.  All proceeds from the 2010 Silent Auction will be used to support the two scholarships the Missouri's Show-Me Chapter sponsors every year.

 
To contribute to the auction, you can either bring your Silent Auction item with you to St. Louis, or you can send your contributions directly to the Auction Coordinator, Marc Vanacht.  Last year in Michigan, the gift baskets with local small items were a big success so we are looking for items to place in baskets again this year.  Also popular are wines, preserved food, conservation books, sports tickets, shirts, caps, carvings, belt buckles, jewelry, etc. which all give the bidders a thrill to obtain and make excellent auction items.  Your Chapter will be recognized as the item donor.  Any printed information describing the donated item will be proudly displayed at the table. 
 
If you are bringing your silent auction item instead of shipping it, please email Marc so he can have all of the bid sheets prepared prior to the conference.  All items can be dropped off at the exhibit hall in the Hilton beginning at Noon on Sunday, July 18.  If you have any questions, please contact Marc Vanacht at 314 616 3473 or at marc@van8.com. 
 
Thanks in advance for your contributions. We look forward to seeing you in St. Louis this July.

Marc












