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� • 2007 SWCS Annual Conference

SWCS President 
Theo Dillaha

Welcome to the 2007 Annual Conference of the Soil and Water Conservation Society. The theme 
for this year’s meeting is “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape.” 

The meeting is being held in Florida, one of the United States’ most rapidly growing and 
urbanizing states. A state that is projected to lose 2.7 million acres of existing agricultural lands 
and 2.7 million acres of native habitat to urbanization over the next 50 years. Dealing with the 
conservation impacts of these land use changes is a major challenge for Florida and much of the 
rest of the world. 

The conference includes workshops, symposia, posters, oral presentation sessions, and technical 
tours on the latest advances in soil and water conservation and natural resources management 

science and technology. The conference is designed to provide conservation professionals with the knowledge and tools 
that they need to minimize the adverse environmental consequences of changing landscapes. 

Highlights of the conference include special sessions on adaptive conservation management, conservation implications of 
a bio-based economy, integrated watershed management, and the Conservation Effects Assessment Project results and 
implications. In addition, there is a full one-day workshop on Wednesday entitled Soil Quality: The Foundation for Natural 
Resource Quality. Dr. Hillary Swain, the Executive Director of the Archbold Biological Station in Lake Placid, Florida will 
present this year’s H. Wayne Pritchard lecture on Florida’s grazing lands, the threats facing them and ways they can be 
sustainably managed. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to the SWCS Program Committee, the committee’s chair, Jeff Strock, and the SWCS 
Professional Development Director, Dewayne Johnson, for planning this outstanding conference. Special thanks also go 
to our host, the Florida Chapter and the local arrangements committee co-chairs Greg Hendricks and Jeff Norville for 
their outstanding work coordinating volunteers and local arrangements. I would also like to recognize and thank all of the 
other committees and their chairs and the SWCS professional staff who work year around to foster the science and art of 
natural resource conservation through SWCS programs and activities. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I thank you for coming to the conference and I hope that you will take advantage 
of the educational opportunities that the conference provides, network with old and new friends, leave as a better 
conservationist, and have a wonderful time at the Saddlebrook Resort and in Florida.

Florida Chapter 
Greg Hendricks and Jeff Norville, Local Planning Committee Co-Chairs

On behalf of the Florida Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society, we 
would like to welcome you to the Sunshine State and the 62nd annual SWCS 
Conference. The 2007 Local Planning Committee is pleased to be your hosts as 
we explore “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape”. 

In 1565, St. Augustine became the first permanent European settlement in North 
America, establishing Florida as having the oldest recorded history of any state. 
However, even with its early start the state’s population was mostly rural and tied 
to agriculture through most of its first 375 years. Following the end of WWII, 
a rapid and steady influx of urbanization began and continues today. With over 
1,000 people per day relocating to Florida, our conference theme “Conservation 
Challenges in a Changing Landscape” is most appropriate.

Although tourism is Florida’s number one industry, agriculture ranks second, contributing significantly in terms of 
economic, ecologic, and social benefits to our state. On Sunday afternoon, the Norman A. Berg/Fellows Forum will provide 
an in-depth discussion from Florida’s leading authorities on water quality, conservation and consumptive use. Monday’s 
Pritchard Lecturer, Dr. Hilary Swain will enlighten everyone on the social, cultural and ecological connectivity of one of 
Florida’s largest land uses – grazing lands, and their contribution to Florida’s quality of life. An excellent program has been 
developed with a broad variety of workshops, posters, symposia and concurrent sessions. Wednesday’s technical tours 
will show participants Florida landscape’s natural resource issues from many different perspectives.

Should you have any questions or need assistance while attending the conference please ask any of the Florida Chapter 
representatives on-site and they will be happy to assist. 

	 Welcome
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	 People
2006 – 2007 SWCS Board of Directors
Theo Dillaha – President and Southeastern
Peggie James – Vice President and West North Central
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant – Secretary and At Large
Becky Fletcher – Treasurer and East North Central
Robert Abercrombie – Southwestern
Joseph Arbour – Canada
Shannon Brown – Student Director
Jerry Hatfield – At Large
Jim Hotaling – Northeastern
Ira Linville – South Central
Mary Miller – Northern Plains
Jean Steiner – At Large
Don Wysocki – Western

Incoming SWCS Board Members
Ashley Andrews – Student Director
Clark Gantzer – At Large 
Gary Steinhardt – East North Central

Incoming 2007 - 2008 Officers
President – Peggie James
Vice President – Don Wysocki
Secretary – Jean Steiner
Treasurer – Ira Linville

Local Planning Committee
Greg Hendricks , Co-Chair
Jeff Norville, Co-Chair
Keisha Brown, Career Day - Students 
Edward Wright, Concurrent Session Coord.
Bob Stobaugh, Press Room & AV Equip.
Gail Hendricks , Press Room & AV Equip.
Donna Hopwood, Techshow & Exhibits
Jessica Bertine, Techshow & Exhibits
Ken Lackmann, Tour Coordinator
Edward Sheehan, Tour Coordinator/Leader

Additional Volunteers

Soil and Water Conservation Society Staff
Mark Anderson-Wilk, Publications Director/Editor
Norm Berg, Washington DC Policy Representative
James Bruce, Canadian Policy Representative
Craig Cox, Executive Director
Dewayne Johnson, Professional Development Director
Lindey Krug, Member Services Specialist
Linda Larson, Receptionist/Mail Clerk
Sue Ann Lynes, Executive Assistant/Corp. Membership
Jody Ogg, Comptroller
Jacqueline Smith, Editorial Assistant

Annual Conference Program Committee
Jeff Strock, Chair
Andy Manale, Vice-Chair
Jim Bauder, Secretary
Warren Busscher 
Cindy Cambardella 
Deborah Cavanaugh- 
  Grant 
Jorge Delgado
Theo Dillaha
Cornelia Flora 
Jerry Hatfield
Conrad Heatwole 
Greg Hendricks
Dewayne Johnson

Birl Lowery
Rich Mclaughlin
Jeff Norville
Rebecca Power
Jon Rausch 
Clarence Richardson
Cheryl Simmons
Kristin Smith
Jean Steiner 
Bob Stewart
Mark Walbridge
Mark Weltz
Sarah Workman 

Donna Barr, IT Specialist
Jack Creighton, Press Room & AV
Steve Duncan, Session Monitor
T. Niles Glasgow, Moderator
Mary Anne Gonter, PMC Exhibit
Janet Grabowski, Tour Leader
John Harper, Session Monitor
Howard Harrison, Press Room & AV
Ron Howard, Tour Leader 
George Johnson, Session Monitor
Scott Kuipers, Session Monitor
Chris Menhennet, Session Monitor
Mary Miller, NRCS CO - AV Room

Allen Moore, Session Monitor
Rosalind Moore, Workshop Leader
Laura Morton, Tour Leader
Erin Myers, Session Monitor
David Neely, Session Monitor
Dan Oliver, Tour Leader
Chuck O’Rourke, Tour Leader
Clarence Richardson, ARS Moderator 
Craig Romary, Session Monitor
Robert Santucci, Tour Leader
Greg Sawka, Session Monitor
Jeffrey Schmidt, Session Monitor
Donna Sheehan, Session Monitor

Donna Smith, Session Monitor
Eric Sutton, SWFWMD - Tour
Jeff White, Session Monitor
Brandee Williams, Tour Leader
Mimi Williams, Tour Leader
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	 Conference Registration & Facility Information
The Soil and Water Conservation Society registration 
desk is located in the Saddlebrook Resort and 
Conference Center in the Royal Palm Ballroom Foyer. 
SWCS staff members will be on-site to assist you. 

Registration Hours:
	 Saturday 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
	 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
	 Monday 7:00 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
	 Tuesday 7:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Tickets and Passes
The conference registration fee covers one 
participant.  Formal name badges are not provided 
for guests. Additional tickets for guests to attend the 
welcome reception, exhibitor/poster reception, Busch 
Gardens event, educational tours, or the awards 
banquet, are available at the Registration Desk. 

Admission to sessions, exhibits, posters, and special 
events is by formal name badge or ticket. Your 
name badge should be worn at all times during the 
conference. For your safety, do not wear your name 
badge outside the conference area.

Registration packets will contain formal name badges 
and tickets for purchased events for all registered 
attendees. Tickets will be collected for all ticketed 
events. If available, event tickets may be purchased 
at the registration desk during registration hours.

Please Note: No refunds will be given for conference 
registrations, workshops, tours, meal functions, or 
activities. Registration personnel will not exchange 
tickets. There will be a board placed near registration 
for this purpose and for messages.

SWCS reserves the right to cancel events/activities 
without prior notice.

New Members/First Timers Orientation
Sunday, July 22: 7:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Boardroom A

If you are a new member or are attending the Soil 
and Water Conservation Society annual conference for 
the first time, be sure to attend this orientation.

Information on what you can expect during the 
conference will be given. You will also have the 
opportunity to meet members of the Board of 
Directors and other conference participants in an 
informal setting.  

Regional Breakfast Roundtables 
Regional Breakfasts will be held in the upstairs 
boardrooms. Each breakfast will be attended by a 
representative of the Board of Directors, and a staff 
member when possible. Tickets may be purchased at 
the registration desk for $30.

Monday, July 23, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
South Central and Southeastern, West North Central, 
East North Central, Northern Plains
Ticket purchase cutoff: Sunday, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 24, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
Southwestern, Western, Canadian, Northeastern
Ticket purchase cutoff: Monday, 12:00 p.m.

Newsletter
A conference newsletter will be published daily. 
Information for the newsletter should be delivered to 
the Registration Desk by 2:00 p.m. for inclusion in the 
next day’s publications.

Lost and Found
Check with the Saddlebrook Resort registration desk 
or at the SWCS registration table located in the Royal 
Palm Foyer.

Messages
A message board is located near registration. To 
preserve the educational quality of the conference, 
meetings will not be interrupted for personal 
announcements or messages.

Medical Services
For medical emergencies, dial “0” from any house 
phone or room phone.

ARSCSE Retirees
Monday, July 23: The Association of Retired Soil 
Conservation Services Employees (ARSCSE) will 
hold its annual board meeting in Boardroom A from 
10:00 a.m. — Noon. The ARSCSE luncheon will 
take place from Noon — 1:30 p.m. in the Lagoon 
Pavilion.  The board will reconvene following the 
luncheon to address any remaining agenda items. 

Tickets, if available, may be purchased from the 
association’s table located near registration.
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	 Exhibitors, Sponsors & Contributors

The Soil and Water Conservation Society gratefully acknowledges the participation and support of the 
following exhibitors, sponsors and contributors for the 2007 Annual Conference. It is through their 
generous support that future generations will enjoy clean water, healthy food, diverse wildlife, and a 
better living environment. 

Exhibitors
Agren
Agri Drain Corp
Agroknowledge - National Center for Ag & 
Technology Education
CPESC
Contech Earth Stabilization Solutions, Inc.
DriWater, Inc.
Ernst Southern Native Seeds
GeoAgro
Grazing Land Conservation Initiative
Interlocking Software — EKO-System
International Plant Nutrition Institute/Foundation 
for Agronomic Research
NCDC Imaging & Mapping 
RPM Ecosystems
Soil and Water Conservation Society
SWCS Arizona Chapter
SWCS Florida Chapter
USDA ARS CEAP
USDA ARS South Atlantic Area
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
USDA NRCS
USDA NRCS Customer Self Service
USDA NRCS Plant Materials Program
Validus
Veris Technologies
Wildland Hydrology, Inc.

Tabletop Displays
ClearWater Enviro Technologies, Inc. 
Erosion Tech LLC — ScourStop
Green Technologies — GreenEdge

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Partners, Contributors and Sponsors
CPESC
SWCS Florida Chapter
InterLocking Software - EKO-Systems
USDA-ARS
USDA-NRCS

•
•
•
•
•

Corporate Members
SWCS is pleased to have the following 
organizations as corporate members and 
partners in the effort to advance natural 
resource conservation and environmental 
sustainability. 

GOLD MEMBER                                                                      
Agri Drain Corporation 

SILVER MEMBERS  
Agren Inc.

 Erosion Tech Inc.
 RPM Ecosystems LLC 
 Validus Services LLC

 
BRONZE MEMBER  

 The Nature Conservancy
 

If you are interested in becoming an SWCS 
Corporate Member, please contact Sue Ann 
Lynes at (515) 289-2331 x112. 
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Soil Quality:  
The Foundation for Natural Resource Quality 
Wednesday, July 25th - 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Soil quality is a major determinant of water and air quality 
as well as soil biodiversity and productivity. Understanding 
these relationships and how to build soil quality can 
substantially improve conservation management of our 
natural resources and farm income. This one-day workshop 
will introduce soil quality concepts as well as current 
opportunities for improved management, assessment, 
environmental policy, and research. Participants will 
discover and discuss applications for soil quality concepts to 
help solve local, regional and global environmental issues. 

General and concurrent sessions will include discussions of 
management systems to build soil quality for different land 
uses such as cropland, grasslands, and forest ecosystems. 
Current methods for soil quality assessment, both in-field 
and models, will be presented and demonstrated. Forward 
thinking national policies and practices from North America, 
South America, and Europe will also be presented. How 
these management, assessment, and policy tools are 
working for different regions and how we might improve 
them will be a major theme throughout the day. 

Presenters will use various formats to bring you the 
latest information on these related topics with time set 
aside in each session for interactive brainstorming and 
problem-solving. Continuing education units (CEUs) will be 
offered in multiple disciplines. A special Soil Quality Poster 
Session will also be held in conjunction with the General 
Poster Session and during the workshop. This workshop, 
organized by the SWCS chapters in the Southeast Region, 
USDA-NRCS Soil Quality National Technology Development 
Team, and the Soil Science Society of America (S-3) Soil 
Quality Workgroup, will bring together practitioners, 
researchers, educators, and policy makers in a unique 
forum for discovery and application.

Lead organizers:	 Susan Andrews, USDA-NRCS, 
			   Dory Franklin, USDA-ARS
Location:		  Royal Palm Ballroom West
Cost:			   $125 - incl. lunch & breaks 

If you are interested in attending the Soil Quality 
Workshop and have yet to register, please do so 
by Monday at Noon. 

	 Workshops & Tours
Technical Workshops
The professional development workshops held in 
conjunction with the SWCS international conference are 
eligible for a variety of continuing education credits from 
various certifying organizations. Please check with your 
workshop liasion if you have questions about CEUs.

SWAPP Program Training
Sunday, July 22nd - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Comprehensive Economic and Environmental 
Optimization Tool (CEEOT-SWAPP) enables efficient 
simulation of a wide variety of agricultural practices. 
In this workshop the CEEOT-SWAPP program and its 
nested models will be introduced and distributed to the 
attendees. The application of CEEOT-SWAPP for the Upper 
North Bosque River watershed in Central Texas will be 
demonstrated. Participants are encouraged to bring a 
laptop (PC) for a hands-on demonstration. The model will 
be loaded on each participant’s laptop. Participants will also 
receive an instruction manual and a CD containing these 
materials. Familiarity with the APEX, SWAT and FEM models 
is desirable but not required. 

Instructor:	 Ali Saleh	
Location:	 Royal Palm East 2 
Cost:		  $90

CPESC Review Workshop
Sunday, July 22nd - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This is a full-day Certified Professional in Erosion and 
Sediment Control (CPESC) Exam Review Session. The 
CPESC exam will be held in Boardroom A on Wednesday, 
July 25th beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

Instructor:	 Jennifer Hildebrand
Location:	 Royal Palm East 1 
Cost:		  $250 

Wetlands: An Overview of Federal 
Identification Methods and Policy 
Sunday, July 22nd - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Wetlands are defined for purposes of federal law by 
three criteria: hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and 
hydrology. The federal definition and criteria used to 
delineate wetlands will be discussed, along with selected 
federal regulations, including the Clean Water Act and Food 
Security Act. Topics will include jurisdictional issues and 
mitigation. Large scale restoration of historically important 
wetlands has proven successful for many governmental 
agencies and NGO’s. A case study of a Florida wetland 
restoration project will be presented.

Instructor:	 Rosalind Moore
Location:	 Royal Palm East 3 
Cost: 		  $40




